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TO THE FIRST EDITION 


J ‘HE following pages contain the 
refult of that intelligence which I 


colle&ed, and thofe obfervations which 
occurred, during my travels through the 
Northern kingdoms of Europe; and it 
is neceffary to apprize the reader upon 
what foundation the principal facts are fup- 


ported. 


In regard to Poland, I was honoured 
with information from perfons of the high- 
f1 ^h ! € 1 C 
eft rank and authority; and rena 
obtained pofleffion of fome o: iginal letter 
written from Waríaw, before and Fi ae 
the Partition, which have enabled me to 
throw a confiderable light over that inte- 
refting period. I prefume, therefore, that 
S 
the account of Poland comprehends many 
«s ticulars, which have not been hitherto 
efented to the pt ublic 
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With-refpeG to Ruffia, as the Emprefs 
herfelf deigned to anfwer fome queries re- 
lative to the ftate of the public prifons * ; 
this gracious condefcenfion in fo great a 
fovereign could not but facilitate my further 


inquiries. 


To this I muft add, that the late cele- 
brated hiftorian +, Mr. Muller, favoured me 
with various communications on fome of the 
moft important and intricate parts of the 
Ruffian annals; and pointed out to me the 
moft approved writers on this empire. 


The nature of the Swedifh government 
rendered the fources of information eafy of 
accefs; and, fince my returh to Engeland, 
feveral Swedifh gentlemen, well verfed in 
the conftitution of their country, have fup- 


plied much additional intelligence. 


As the materials which I acquired in 
Denmark were lefs extenfive than thofe 


colle&ed in the other parts, the account 


e UR 


Emprefs in confideration of his great merit, had 

honoured him with the order of St. Vladimir, has, in 
5 2 

refpe&t to his memory, ennobled his family. 

§ of 


ller died in the latter end of 1783. The 


it having been 


never to adopt uncertain 

TAA or] RP PE et patiare 1 
adhere folely to thofe facts v n appeared 
to me to bé derived from the molt unguef- 
GEM UIN Eres Sarees " 
tionable authorities. 
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In the hiítoric relations, I have had 


récourfe to many Englifh and foreien au- 


rs, and particularly to feveral German 
eee ee nnimneached vera +7 i21: " 
writers of unimpeached veracity, who were 


a coniderabie time in 


e drawn many anecdotes not known to 


the Englifh reader. 


ryn } Py ses — 
Throughout this wor! 


> cited the authors 


; and have fubjoined 


Ras mr nhliioation 
expreliing my obligation 
å Ə » 
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Mr. Pennant, an 


affiftance 
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courfe of the work. Colonel Floyd alfo 
claims my fincereft thanks for communi- 
cating his accurate Journal of our Tour; 
to whofe obfervations and defcriptions, be- 
fides the extracts in the following pages, I 
gratefully confefs myfelf indebted for many 
interefting particulars. 


TO THE FOURTH EDITION. 


“HE Author publifhed the firft 
A, 


; and 


È edition of this work in 1782 


the favourable manner in which the public 
received it, induced him to give an addi- 


tional volume, including a continuation of 
thofe obfervations, which a fubfequent jour- 
ney into the northern kingdoms of Europe, 
in 1784 and 1785, enabled him to make; 
more particularly an account of thofe coun- 
tries which he did not vifit in his former 
tour; namely, Jutland, Norway, Livonia, 


Courland, and Pruffia. 


In the prefent edition thofe parts, which 


relate to the fame fubject, have been thrown 


together, and the remaining chapters of the 
additional volume arranged in as connected 
4 manner as the nature of the work would 


admit. 


POOS/TSGRITT. 


IN the former editions of this work 
I reduced the Ruffian money to the Englifh 
ftandard, and eftimated the value of a rouble 
at 45. or five to a pound fterling ; which in 
1778, when I firft vifited Ruflia, was nearly 
its average amount. When Peter the 
Great reformed the coinage, he propofed 
making the value of a rouble equal to a 
rix-dollar, or about 45. 647. ; at which va- 
]ue, with a fmall flu&uation owing to acci- 
dental circumftances, it continued till 
commencement of the Turkifh war in 
1770. Since that period the alteration of 
the coin has reduced the intrinfic value, as 
tried in the mint of London, to 3s. 24. 
The excefs of the imports above the ex- 
ports, the number of remittances neceffary 
for the payment of the troops employed 
againít the Turks, and the great quantity of 
paper money in circulation, have alfo ftill 
farther contributed to diminifh the value of 
the rouble in exchange with foreign coun- 
tries; and in the courfe of the three laft 


Tears 
years 


once fo 
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But as this tion Was owing to cir- 


: . 
cumitances not in their nature, 


and as the war is now terminated, it may 
L nvreínme he nomina Se ert does 0e 
be prefumed the nominal value will, as in 


^ m - + 


| moft cafes, foon exceed the intrinfic value 
of the rouble: we may therefore fairly rate 
the average value at 3 s. 4d. or fix toa pound 
fterling. 


Bemerton, February 
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Map of European Ruffia, from the general Map publifhed 


by the Imperial Academy of Sciences in 1776. - 
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Plan of Mofcow, from a plan publifhed in that city in 


1736 
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Polifh government.—An inquiry 


caufes of the gradual diminution 


| 

| 

prerogative, and eftablifbment of a y ul 
wholly eleétive.—Licentious power and con- jl | 
duct of the nobles, —Bad effects of ariftoci til 
tical authority. M 


D is a matter of extreme difficu 
T? i 


1 
L 


le 
s 


veftigate in any country t 


= Aen T : : | 
progrefs of its conftitution; as well becaufe 1 RU 


the beginning of all hiftories is involved in 


obfcurity and fable; as becaufe that body of 


laws and ufages, which forms the eflence of 
Vor. I. B every 
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every government, is not created at once, in 
any particular period, or by a fingle event, 
but generally refults from a feries of circum- 
_ftances, many of them {carce feparately dif- 
cernible. In Poland, howéver, the political 
obferver has this fingular advantage, that a 
fucceffion òf- accurate hiftorians * (fome of 
whom flourifhed foon after the æra when the 
moft important branches of the Polifh confti- 
tution were afcertained) have developed with 
uncommon precifion and care the various oc- 
currences and inftitutions, from which the 
extraordinary form of government, at prefent 
fabfifüng in that kingdom, was gradually de- 
rived. By means of their authentic narra- 
tives we are enabled to trace, in what manner, 
and from what concurrence of circumftances, 
a monarchy nearly abfolute, funk in the courfe 
of a few centuries, without any depofition of 
the prince or violent convulfion, into a ftate 
of almoft total ariftocracy. : 

A brief inquiry into the principal incidents 
which produced this remarkable conflitution, 


* Dlugoffius, the father of Polifix hiftory, was born in 
1415, only 45 years after the demife of Cafimir the Great, 
from whofe reign Poland dates her written laws. He be- 
gins his hiftory from the earlieft period of the Polifh annals, 
and carries it down to the year 1480. 
accompanied 


to 
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accompanied by fuch political reflexions as the 


P 
progrefs of the detail fuggefts, will not, I 
flatter myfíelf, prove uninterefting; and will 


properly introduce a view of Poland in its pre- 


fent ftate. 


The fovereigns of Poland are uf 


into four claffes. 


I. 
H 


1 oT .í 
f the houfe of Lefko. 


] 
[ 


Thefe clafles divide the hiftory of Poland 


into four correfponding periods. 


firft * period is generally all 


y fabulous, the beft Polifh hio- 


ma 
bh. 
y^ 
r 
[md 
c 

i o 


* Quz de Lecho ejuíque fuccefforibus ad Piatt 
: 


et ultra memorantur, funt obfcura, fabulofa, et falfa, quare 


filentio tranfmittimur, ne variis narrationibus immoremur 5 
are the words of Lengnich, Hift. Polon. p. 2. The 


lous ftory of Lefko is as follows: Upon the death of 


fabu- 


Lefko I. duke of Poland, a race was appointed on horfe- 
fover 


and the victor was to be nomina 


Lefzec, one of the candidates, in order to fecure the 
victory, ftrewed part of the courfe with nails, legvi 


o 
clear paffage for his own horfe. -This ftratagem was dif- 
covered by another of the candidates, and made known to 


the people ; the latter rofe, maflacred Lefzec, and pro- 
B2 claimec 
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rians ufually commence their narratives at the 
fecond zra. 


Il. The earlieft part even of this fecond 
epoch has an air of romance’; and the account 
of Piaft, who gave his name to a line of 
kings, and from whom all the natives of Poland 
who have afcended the throne are to this day 

alled Piaft, is little elfe than a feries of fic- 
tions. By fome, he is faid. to have been a 
wheelwright, by others, a common peafant, 
and by all, to have gained the crown through 
the vifible interpofition of two angels. Nor 
indeed can we expe& any faithful accounts of 


a people buried in barbarifm, wholly without 


letters; and immerfed in Pagan fuperftition. 
We cannot therefore date the authenticity of 
the Polifh annals earlier than the acceffion 
of Miciflaus II. the fourth fovereign of the 
liné of Piaft, A. D. 964. From his reign 
Poland began to be connected with Germany ; 
the hiftorians of which country, as well as 
.thofe of Sweden and Denmark, throw a confi- 
derable light upon Polifh affairs prior to the 
exiftence of native hiftorians. 


claimed the other duke, who affumed the name of Lefko II. 
‘The zra in which this Lefko reigned is fo uncertain, that 
fome hiftorians refer it to the 6th, others to the 7th, and 
even to the 8th century. 

Some 
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Some writers have obíerved, that during the 


whole of the fecond period the monarchy was 
always d p bh the fovereign limited in 
his power; others, on the contrary, have af- 


firmed, that the crown was hereditary, and its 
authority abfolute. But this controverfy may 
be eafily reconciled; the crown feemed here- 


ditary from its continuance in the fame fa- 


mily, and had at the fame time an elective ap- 


pearance, becaufe, upon the death of the king 
his fuéceffor was formally * nominated 


recognized in an affembly of the nobility and 
] of the realm. With refpect to the 
extent of the king’s authority, his. power, as 


4n the generality of feudal governments when 


exercifed by an able and enterprifing prince, 
triumphed over all controul; but, in the 
hands of an incapable fovereign, was eafily 
deprefled by the privileges of a licentious and 
arlike nobility. 
Fowadi the clofe of this fecond period, 
1347, Cafimir the Great retrenched the turbu- 


* Memorati ergo principes, non per ejufmodi electionem, 


qualis hodie ce lebratur, ad regnum pervenerunt, fed electio 


quam paffim nominant fc ';riptores, revera erat laratio 


procerum & nobilium, que præcedebat, antequam 


novi principes ingrederentur. -Lengnich, 3i Publicum 


leoni Poloni v. I 3. g 
Regni Poloniz, v, I. p. 58. 
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lent and oppreflive authority of the principal 
barons; and granted certain immunities to the 
nobles and gentry. ‘This great monarch was 
aware, that no other expedient could intro- 
duce order into this kingdom, than a limita- 
tion of the vaft influence poffeffed by the 
* Palatines or principal nobility: if he had 
been fucceeded by a line of hereditary mo- 
naréhs, it is probable that the barons would 
never have recovered their former afcendancy ; 
and that the feudal fyftem would have been 
gradually annihilated in Poland, as in other 
parts of Europe. 

But his nephew Louis, king of Hungary, 
who fucceeded him, being a foreigner, was 
obliged, in order to infure the poffeffion of 
the throne, to fubfcribe certain conditions, 
which infringed the power of the fovereign, 
and gave frefh vigour to that of the. barons 
and inferior nobles. The principal concef- 
fions made by Louis were, not to impofe any 
additional taxes by his mere regal authority 
without the confent of the nation; and that 
in cafe of his demife without male heirs, the 
privilege of appointing a fovereign íhould re- 


* Palatinorum et judicum infinita poteftas coercita eft, 
&c. Sarnicius, p. 1141. 


vert 
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vert to the nobles at large *. In confequence 
of this agreement, Louis was allowed to 
afcend the throne without oppofition; and 
having no fons, he, with a view of infuring 
the facceffion to his fon-in-law the Emperor 
Sigifmond married to his eldeft daughter 
Maria, promifed, in addition to all the for- 
mer grants, to diminifh the taxes, to repair 
the fortreffes at his own expence, and to con- 
fer no dignities or offices upon foreigners +. 


Ill. The Hed period begins upon the death 
of Louis, 1382, when fhe Poles’ very poli- 
tically fet alils Sigifmond, who would have 
been formidable to their newly-acquired ir 
munities ; and elected for their king rat. 
laus Jaghellon duke of Lithuania, in con- 
fequence of his fully confirming ail the ftipu- 
lations of Louis, and efpoufing Hedwige, 
youngeft daughter of the deceafed monarch. 

As, by the renunciation of Louis, the kings 
of Poland were divefted of the right to impofe 
taxes without confent of the nation; La- 
diflaus aflembled the nobles f in their re- 


* Dlug goffius, Lib. IX. p. 1102, &c, 

+ See Lengnich, Pac. Con. Aug. III. Pref. p. 5. 

f Prelatorum, Baronum et Militarium. Lengnich, Jus 
Pub. vol II. p. 35. 
B 4 fpective 
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fpective provinces in order to obtain am ad= 
ditional tribute. Thefe provincial affemblies 
gave birth to the dietines ; which, however, 
no longer retain the power. of raifing money in 
their feveral diftricts, but only elect the nuntios 
or reprefentatives for the general diet. 

Ladiflaus HI. fon of Ladiflaus Jaghellon, 
purchafed his nomination to the fucceftion, 
during the life of his father, by a confirmation 
of all the privileges above enumerated, which 
he folemnly ratified at his acceffion. 

Under Cafimir III, * brother and fucceffor 
to Ladiflaus III, feveral further innovations 
were introduced into the original conftitution, 
all unfavourable to regal prerogative. One of 
the principal changes which took place in this 
reign, and which laid the foundation of ftill 
more important revolutions in the Polifh go- 
vernment, was the conyention of a national 
diet invefted with the fole power of granting 
fupplies. | Each Palatinate or province was 
permitted to fend to this general diet, befide 
the Palatines and other principal barons, a 
certain number of nuntios or reprefentatives, 


chofen by the nobles and burghers. ‘This 


* Sometimes called Cafimir IV, 
t See Chap; VIII. for proof that the burghers were per- 
mitted to fend reprefentatives, 


nm 
li 
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reign is therefore confidered by the popular 
ah as the era, at which the 
the conftitution was permanently eftablifhed. 
Cafimir was engaged in feveral uníuccefsful 
wars, which echauited the royal. treafures ; 


and as he could not impofe any taxes without 


) 
the confent of the nation, Ea was under the 
neceffity of applying repeatedly to the diet 
for fubfidies: almoft: every fupply was ac- 
companied with a lift of grievances, and pro- 
duced a @iminution of prerogative. | In Poland, 
as in all feudal governments, the barons, at 
the head of their vaffals, are bound to fight in 
defence of "i kingdom: before the reign 
of Cafimir III. the king could require fuch 
military, or, as they were called, feudal fer- 
vices; but this monarch, in compenfation for 


fome: pecuniary aid, gave up that privilege, 


and renounced * the power of fummoning the 


=] 


nobles to his ftandard ; he likewife agreed not 


to enact any laws Satadi the concurrence of 


the national diet. 
John Albert, fecond fon of Cafir 
elected in pi 'eferen ce to hi S elc der b 


diflaus, king of Hungary and Bohemia, affented 


* Quod nullas conftitutiones faceret, neque terrigenas 
abfque conventione communi 
Conft, Pol. y. I. p. 186. 


ad bellum moveri manda 


in fingulis 


without 
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without hefitation, as the price of this par- 
tiality, to all the immunities extorted from his 
predeceffors ; and fwore to their obfervance in 
a general * diet held at Petrikau, 1469. 

Alexander, brother and fucceflor of John 
Albert, declared, in 1505, the following li- 
mitations of fovereign authority to be funda- 
mental laws of the kingdom. 1. The king 
cannot impofe taxes. 2. He cannot require 
the feudal fervices; 3. nor alienate the. royal 
domains; 4. nor enact laws; 5. hor coin 
money ; 6. nor alter the procefs in the courts 
of juftice. 

Sigifmond I. fucceeded Alexander: one + of 
the Polith hiftorians, {peaking of his reign, 
exclaims with much indignation, ** The king 
* is almoft wholly deftitute of power; he 

cannot procure any fubfidy on the moft 

prefling emergency, for carrying on war, 
or for the portion of his daughters, with- 
out increafing the privileges of the nobi- 
lity.” Notwithftanding, however, this ex- 
clamation, we cannot forbear to remark, that 


the power of levying taxes at difcretion is the 


* Preclarorum Baronum ac nuntiorum de fingulis terris 
hic congrefforum univerforum confilio ac voluntate, &c. 
Contt. Pol. v. I. p. 294. 

+ Orichovius. 

moft 


courts 


— 
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moft dangerous prerogative that can be lodged 
in the hands of' a fovereign, and the moft for- 
midable engine of defpotic authority: the 
acquifition of it by the monarchs of France 
finally fubverted the liberties of that king- 
dom; and it was made the firft object of 
refiftance by the affertors of freedom in our 
own country. If indeed we were inclined to 
point out any particular period, at which the 
Polifh conftitution attained its moft perfe& 
ftate, we fhould perhaps fix on the reign of 
Sigifmond I. when the perfon and property 
of the fubje& were fecured by ample provi- 
fions; and the crown ftill retained confider- 
able influence. But the time was arrived, 
when an inordinate paffion for liberty led the 
nobles to render the throne wholly elective ; 
and at each election to continue their en- 
croachments upon the regal authority, until 
the king was reduced to a mere pageant. 
The firft public attempt towards eftablifhing 
this favourite object of the Poles, a íree elec- 
tion of the king, was brought forward in the 
reign of Sigifmond Auguftus, fon and fuccef- 
for of Sigifmond I. who was conítrained in 
1550 to agree, that no future monarch fhould 
fucceed to the throne, unlefs he was freely 
elected by the nation, 

i The 


SKE TON TOF 


I2 THP RID 


The death of Sigifmond Auguftus without 
iffue gave efficacy to this conceffion, which 
might otherwife have been counteracted by the 
popularity and influence attendant on a claim- 
ant by hereditary fucceflion. For it may not 
be improper to remark, that, during the Jag- 
hellon line, the fovereigns upon their accef- 
fion, or election, although formally raifed to 
the throne by the coníent of the nation, {till 
refted their pretenfions upon hereditary right, 
as well as upon this confent; always ftyling 
themfelves 4eirs of the kingdom of Poland. 
Sigifmond Auguftus, in whom the male line 
of the Jaghellon family became extinct, was 
the laft who bore that title *, 


IV. The fourth period commences from 
the demife of Sigifmond Auguftus, in 1572, 
when all title to the crown from hereditary 
right was formally abrogated, and the moft 
abfolute freedom of election eftablithed upon 
thé moft. permanent bafis. At this era, a 
charter of immunities was drawn up at a ge- 
neral diet, a ratification of which it was deter- 
mined to exact from the new fovereign, prior 
to his election. .The ground-work of this 


* Lengnich, Jus Pub. v. I, p. 59. 


charter, 


C 


teary 
4 
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charter, termed in the Polifh law Paca Con- 


venta, was the whole body of privileges ob- 
tained from Louis and his fucceflors, with the 
following additions: 1. That the king fhould 


be elective, and that his fucceffor fhould never 


be appointed during his life; 2. That the 


diets, the holding of dh eret s folely 


this period the Pacta 
enlarged, have been confi 


upon the will of the kings, fhould be affem- 
bled every two years; 3. That every * noble 
A 
in 


or gentleman in the whole realm fhould have 
g 


a vote in the.diet of election; 4. That, in 
cafe the king fhould infringe the laws and 


privile ege es of the nation, his fi 


72] 


abfolved from their oaths 


reign at his coronation 


Henry of Valois, duke of Anjou and bro- 


ther of Ch arles IX. king of France, was the 


firft fovereign who afoender| the throne 
the nA Mensa had been thus new-modelled. 
He fecured his election, as well by 
bribes to the nobles, as by 
an annual penfion to the Republic from the 
T 
P 


a {tipulation to pay 


revenues of France. His d a has been 


1 


ai 


neceffarly followed by each fucceeding fove- 


See the definition of a Noble, Chap. V 
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I reign, who, befide an unconditional ratification vin 
I of the Pacta Conventa, has been always con= Jua; 
| 


ftrained to purchafe the crown by a public 


| 
| I largefs and by private corruption; circum- Ip n 
| WM ftances which endear to the Poles an elective | be 
Il monarchy. | 


} lil Under Stephen Bathori, the regal power 
I was ftill further abridged by the appointment 
of fixteen refident fenators, chofen at each ma 


li diet, to attend the king, and to give their Va 

i I opinion in. all. matters of importance, fo that cla 
li he could not iffue any decree without. their ant 

| confent *. Another fatal blow was alfo- given | bre 

to his prerogative in 1578, by taking from the 

| | him the fupreme jurifdiction, or the power | whi 
ll of judging in the laft refort the caufes of the | inn 

li nobles, excepting füch as arife within a fmall Pol 

ll diftance + of the fovereign’s place of refi- ] 
dence: it was ena&ed, that without the con- nou 

i || currence of the king each palatinate or pro- and 
| {toy 


* This appointment was made, in 1573, under Henry, 
but did not abfolutely take place till the reign of Stephen. 


Nii Lengnich, Jus Pub. v. I. p. 344. II. 44. Ha 

[i + The courts exercifing juftice in the king's name the 

Ihi within the diftri& are called Affefforia Regni, Until the tan 
death of John Sobiefki, the kings judged frequently in : 

| perfon, but this ceafed to be the cuftom from the time of 

li Auguftus IL. and the Great Chancellor now exercifes, À 


in his majefty’s name, that branch of royal prerogative. 
vince 


Innovation, to 
1 {mall Polifh conftitution. 
Bii 
f refi- But the 


2 | nour: he conferred the principal dig 


pi Abas | and great oflices of the republic; and be- 


ftowed the Starofties, or Royal fiefs, which 


| are held during the life-time of the poffeffor. 


| Hence he ftl maintained great influence in 


the councils of the nation: but this let foli- 


tarp branch of royal p tive was wrefted 


5 


r^ | + For an account of the Liberum Veto, fee Chap. VI. 


* Lengnich, Jus Pub. v. 1I. p. 536. 


from 
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from his prefent Majefty at the eftablifhment 
of the Permanent Council *. 

Thus it appears, that, from the time of 
Louis to the prefent period, the nobles have 
continued without interruption to diminifh 
the regal authority, and to augment their 
own privileges. Many of the conceflions 
which they. obtained from the fovereigns of 
the Jaghellon line, were juft and reafon- 
able, and. aimed only at an equitable degree 
of freedom. When, however, an abíolute 
right to difpofe of fo tempting an object a 
the crown gàve them repeated opportunities 
of prefcribing unconditional terms to every 
candidate for the throne, they were no longer 
content with that equal diftribution of power, 
which is the excellence of a limited monar- 
chy; but afpired to, and nearly attained, a 
direct ariftocracy under a regal title .and 
form. 

From this general review of the revolutions 
in the conftitution of Poland, we may eafily in- 
fer, that, notwithítanding their fo much boafted 
liberty, the Polés are by no means equally free. 
Indeed their hiftorians, however: they may 


* A delineation of the Permanent Council, in the words 


of the edict which eftablifhed it, is given in Chapter V. 


2 differ 
2 


eleĝi 
t 

libert 
funt, | 
ftetit, 


Y 
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differ in other points, unanimoufly aeree in 
reprobating their affectation of liberty, the 


1 
fhadow rather than the reality of freedom ; 


On 


which is in fact merely a ‘turbulent fy 


of Ariftocratic licentioufnefs, where a few 


members of the co ommunity are above the 
ontroul of law, while the majority are ex- 
cluded from its isis We 
pofe, that, if in any inftance they were free, 


it would be in the Latin of a king, one 


ef their moft vaunted privile; 


Sarnifki addrefles the Poles v 
in the following words: * 1 
“annals, and you will fcarcely find a’ fingle 
* example of a free ipi ee" Drs 
Polith hiftorian of great note, the celebrated 
Staniflaus Lubienfki 1 ers of Plotíko, juftly 
contends that the Poles, free as they pre- 
tend to be, are abfolutely in a ftate of flavery, 
to which they have been reduced by an incon- 
pun Page n for liberty 4-. In a word, it 
evident beyond the poflibility of doubt, 


fae 
21 
a 


from 


* Revolvite anna nales veftros, vix ullum exemplum liberz 


t Pee a paululum ftatum reipublicz + inconfultus 
libertatis amor dum iidem leges ferunt, qui paenis obnoxii 


funt, et impunitatis defiderio, juris, quo tot feculis patria 


tis 
Ítetit, convellunt funda amenta, nos eo redegit ut liberi peffima 


Vor. I. © cuiqué 


18 SET CH UOF’ Tes B... 


IN from the hiftory of this country, that the 
Poles were more. free. at home, and more in- 
dependent and flourifhing abroad, when the 
fovereign had more authority, when the nobles 


| IIl affifted at the diets without the privilege of 
IN diffolving them; and when. they fubmitted 


tion of the king. . The proof of this affer- 
tion is founded on the following facts. 

1. The prefent wretched ftate of the towns 
I compared with their former flourifhing con- 
I ‘dition, during the reigns of the Jaghellon 
I family, when the burghers even. poffeffed a 
right of fending nuntios to the diets *, attefts 
the melancholy effe&s of ariftocratical de- 
fpotifm. 2. The miferable condition and 
H poverty of -the peafants, the increafe of whofe 
il oppreffion has ‘kept equal pace, with the in- 
creafe of the power of the nobles; for when 
| the king loft his weight in the conftitution, 
this moft numerous and ufeful ordér of fociety 
loft a patron and protector. ` 3. A total con- 


} 
| | themfelves and their peafants to the jurifdic- 
| 


I cuique erviamus. Nulla legum reverentia, nulla poteftatis 
verecundia: tantum quifque audet, quantum habet virium. 
| Dudum jam agricolas miferos afpero fervitutis jugo pref- 
I fimus, &c. p. 194- 
| * See Chap. VIII. 
7 public 


fafion introduced into the adminiftration of 
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public affairs; and a ftate of anarchy, which 
srevents deliberation, and delays the adop- 
F J P 


tion of neceflary meafures even in times of 


the moft prefline emergency The de 
ne noit preiing I gency, 4. ne e- 
clenfion of the importance, and contraction 


> 
the térritories GE ‘the veeublje. BD 
of the territories of the republic. During the 
of the Wo of the Jaghellon Emily, 
‘the nobles Hud acaured a deeded bie 
the nobles had acquired a decided pre- 


ponderancy in die ftate, the kingdom of Po- 


land was far more powerful and extenfive 
lan it is at, prefent: fince the changes in 
the conftitution, and the introduction. of an- 
) y called liberty, the Poles have 
not only made no conqueft which they have 
not been forced to relinquifh ; but have feen 
even their original territories gradually moul- 
dering away, and at laft confiderably reduced 
by the late partition. A kingdom with more 
than twelve millions of inhabitants, if well 
ated, would never have fallen ío'eafy a 
prey to the ambition of its neighbours : its 
internal ftrength, affifted by its natural alli- 
ances, would have. been fufficient to have pro- 
tracted,. if not prevented, its difmemberment: 


the fatal. effects of the evils inherent 
in the conftitution yet fully exhaufted': the 


fame incapacity of refifting the en 
of neigh [n powers, which made the 


x A ei 
C 2 Poles 
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Poles fo tamely accede to the late divifion, will 
render them equally fubmiffive, whenever any 
future claims fhall be urged’ by a combination 
of the neighbouring ftates ; and compel them 
to acquiefcé under any pretenfions, however 
chimerical, or bowever unjuft. 

Anarchy, in fhort, and confufion are not 
only tolerated, but are even fuppofed by the 
nobles, who reap the benefit of thofe evils, 
to be abíolutely neceflary for the fupport of 
the conftitution; fo that there is a proverb, 
which implies that Poland fubfifts by anarchy. 
In oppofition to this abfurd idea, an hiftorian, 
whom I have before cited, advifes his coun- 
trymen no longer to fuffer the republic to be 
governed by chance, or to fubmit to the caft 
of the die the adminiftration of affairs, on 
which their very exiftence as a nation de- 
pends *. 

King Staniflaus Letzinfki and the Abbé 
Konarfki are the moft celebrated of the mo- 
dern Polifh authors, who have. expófed in the 


* Non condemnetis (fays Sarnifki, in the ftriking paf- 
fage to which I allude, and of which it was impoffible to 
preferve the fpirit in a tranflation) quefo prudentiffimorum 
virorum confilia; nec finatis amplius ca/z rempublicam 


regi, nec permittatis dubie alee resin quibus vita et mors, 
falus et interitus, ad limen fedent. 


5 
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ftrongeft colours the diforders of the govern- 
ment, and the exorbitancy of the privileges 
poffeffed by the nobles: but what avail the 
reprefentations .of , hiftorians againft factions, 


againft a tumultuous nobility, or againft the 


cabals or n 1 


1 hbouring powers ? It is hardly 


pofiible to fuppofe that Poland, without an 
i noney, without fortreffes, with- 


and without good government 
oO [e 


the other calamities, will 


ever emerge from her prefent fituation. Her 


misfortunes will not ‘only coi 


progrefs, or fome violent revolution, Poland 
either fubfides into an hereditary monarchy, or 


a well-ordered republic ; or, which is mo 


probable, is totally fwallowed up by the neig 


( 


bouring powers. 
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Election of Staniflaus Auguftus:—Hrs excellent 
regulations oppofed by the neighbouring pow- 
ers.——Hiftory of the Diffidents—tbeir prrvi- 
leges abolifbed by the diet of 1766.—Confede- 
racies in their favour fupported by the Emprefs 
ef Ruflia,—Reflored to their rights by the 
diet of 1768.—Proceedings of that diet —Rife 
of the civil commotions. 


U PON the demife of Auguftus II. Sta- 
niflaus Auguftus, fon of Count Ponia- 
towíki the friend and companion of Charles 
XII. was fupported in his pretenfions to the 
crown by the Emprefs of Ruffia, and the king 
of Pruffia : their affiftance, joined to that of a 
ftrong party among the nobles who had de- 
clared in his favour, and aided by his great per- 
fonal accomplifhments, raifed him to the throne 
of Poland, Five thoufand Ruffian troops 
ftationed at a fmall diftance from the plain of 
Vola, wherein the diet of election was affem- 
bled, fecured good order, and over-awed the 
violence of the oppofite party. The practice 


of 


has been 


foreign powers for near a 


proceeding, which, how- 
ever galling it may appear to the licentious 


nobility, prevents "s effufion of blood. that 


formerly deluged thefe popular aflémblies. 


G 


Staniflaus was in the 32d year of his ag 
when he afcended the throne in 1764, and 


feemed calculated by his virtues anc 


R D 


to raifé. Poland from its deplorable ftate; if 


the defects of the conftitution had not fettered 
ood. The fair- 


his exertions for’ the public gc 
eft hopes were conceived of his future reign ; 


but thefe flattering prefages, at firft realized, 
were foon difappointed by the factions of a 
turbulent people, fomented by the intrigues 
of the neighbouring powers: thus the reigh 
of the (soft amiable among the Polifh fove- 
reigns was doomed to experience the dreadful 
effects of that exceflive liberty, which is in- 
confiftent with the exiftence of government. 
The firt acts of his Majefty’s reign were 
highly adapted to introduce order and regu- 
larity into the interior adminiftration, and to 


reícue his country f 


from her depe 


foreign powers. The tendency of tl 
cellent regulations to increafe the power and 
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| MN confequence of Poland gave umbrage to the the 

| IM adjacent {tates ; and were likewife vigoroully jy € 

Il oppofed by a ftrong party within the. king- pf 
Mi dom: at this crifis too, religious - difputes BM 
li blending themfelves with political cabals, the | | 


I flame of civil difcord burft forth with a vio- | deci 

MI lence which had not hitherto raged even in | fere 
||| Poland. | indi 
f |l The. body of Pohíh religionifts, termed ord 
i |l Diffidents, make a principal figure. in the | call 
| fubfequent commotions ; their concerns being | g j 


the real or pretended object of attention in | 
every material tranfaction. The hiftory of 
this party is thus fketched by the Polith hif- 
torians. 
M The reformation made its way into Poland | i 
under Sigifmond I. who perfecuted its follow- 
ers: their number however gaining ground, 
| his fon Sigifmond Auguítus * not only indul- 
M | ged them in the moft liberal exercife of their 
ll worfhip; but admitted them together with «in 
i the Greeks, and all other feéts then fubfift- pg 
i ing in Poland, to a feat in the diet, and to all 


* Sigifmond Auguftus gave fuch evident marks of fa- 
vour to the proteftant confeflion, that he was even fuf- Ps 
pected of being inclined to ‘change his religion, “ ut etiam 
* de ipfo rumor effet ac fi avita facra renuntiare vellet." 
Wt | Lengnich, Jus Publ. II. p. 554. 
the 
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the honou 


[22] 
Ps 
! 


orivileges before exclufive 
ly confined to the catholics 
of unlimited ` toleration 


tie nation ar 


the diet, which. affen os upon the 
Xeifmond Au: 


being of dif- 


induleence E slick refpective. tenets. In 


order to avoid any hateful diftinGtions, they 
called themfelves indifcriminately ** diffidents 


nís inf AU Roe 
e phraie intima ting 


» not, ac- 
aetitdiso 


ble decree is as follows: “ Et quoniam, 


in noftrá Republ. non parum ett diffidium 
fin caufa Religionis Chriftiane, occurrendo ne ex hac 
* caufa inter homines damnofa quzdam feditio oriatur, uti 


: ois. De 
« in aliis Re 


re videmus, fpondemus hoc nobis in- 


« nobis & fuccefforibus noftris in perpetuum, 
& nti; fide, honore & confcientiis nof- 
« religi. pacem inter 
« propter diverfam fidem, & mutationes 
« nem non effundere, neque multare 
« ia, carceribus & exilio, & fuperiori 

“¢ icio ad ejufmodi proceífum nullo modo 
« quin imo, fi quis uinem. effundere 
s opponere nos omnes erimus ob- 
sc etiam id alioquin fub prætextu decreti, aut 
* alicujus proceflus judiciarii facere voluerit a Pa ; 


** venta Augufti IIL,” p. 20, 
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according to our notions, feparatifts from an 
eftablifhed church, but fimply perfons hold- 
ing a diverfity of opinions in religious matters. 
It was at the fame time enacted, that this 
difference of religious fentiments fhould create 
no difference in civil rights ; and accordingly 
in the Paéta Conventa formed by the diet, 
the following claufe was inferted as part of 
the coronation oath to be tendered to the 
new fovereign. ** I will keep peace among 
* the diffidents *." Henry, who objected to 
this univerfal toleration, tried to withhold his 
confent; upon which one of the Polifh en- 


We need not be furprized at this general fenfe of the 
diet, fo contrary to the general principles of the catholics, 
when we confider that the catholic nuntios were inferior 
in number to thofe of the other perfuafions, fo that the 
former were well fatisfied to obtain an equality with the 
others. The proteftant party in the nation was at this 
period fo ftrong, that it was even taken into confideration 
to ele& for their king a Polifh nobleman, who had em- 
braced the reformed religion. “ Cum in fenatu fi non 
« majorem, parem tamen catholicis partem efficerent, inter 
* equites autem prevalerent.”” Lengnich, Jus Pub. v. II. 
p.555. Seealfo Lind’s Letters on the State of Poland, 
p- 82. | 

* « Pacem inter diffidentes fervabo." —« Nifi eam con- 
ditionem, approbaveris, Rex Polonie non eris. Pac. Con. 


Aug. III. p. 19. 
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voys cried out, * Unlefs your Majefty con- 

* firms this article, you cannot be king of 

“« Poland;".and he accordingly took an oath 
obferve this claufe, before he was permitted 

to afcend the throne. 

In procefs of time, however, the Roman 


catholics, hai under the protection and 


inf of fucceffive fovereigns, acquired a 
confiderable afcendency, ventured to appro- 
priate the expreffion of diffidents to all thofe 


who diflented from the catholic religion. 
his reftriction of the original meaning of 
the title was attended at frft with no in- 
roachments on the privileges of the other 
fe&ts; and the term amiden, though now 
conveying the idea of a feparation from the 
eftablifhed worfhip, was not yet regarded in 
an obnoxious light. The diffidents indeed 
continued in fuch unqueftioned poffeffion 
all rights civil and religious, that, when 
it was agreed by both catholics and protef- 


rfecute the arians, it was thought 


2 ur - 1 Ja- 
ary. to expel them from the 
In confequence of this 


2 s . . 1 E C 1 
exclufion, the arians, in the reign of John 


Cafimir, were firft rendered incapable of be- 
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their places of worfhip, and finally banifhed 
rom Poland *. 


‘This perfecution of tl 


1e arians, inadvertently 
affented. to by the proteftants and Greeks, 
was only a prelude to that which they in their 
turn fuffered from the catholics: for, as the 
catholic party became the moft powerful, 
the term diffidents, now confined only to 
perfons profeffing the proteftant + and Greek 
religions, began to grow of a lefs inoffenfive 
jmport, and to convey an idea of non-con- 


* The following quotations from Lengnich prove the 
truth of thefe fa&ts : 

* Credebant ‘ariani fe ad diffidentes pertinere, verum 
© neque diffidentes illos in eorum numero effe voluerunt. 

s Poft mortem Uladiflai IV. catholici declarabant, non 
s¢ effe diflidentes nifi qui triunum Deum colerent. 

* [n comitiis 1658, rex nuntium, quia fectae arianorum 
* erat, ad manüs ofculum admittere nolebat; et nuntii 
« inter fe conftituebant, ne ipforum conclavi arianis locus 
« effet.” - Jus Pub. IL. 567 & feq. 

For the extirpation of the arian fect, John Cafimir was 
dignified by the pope with the title of orthodox, as if 
orthodoxy confifted in perfecution. 

Tantænæ animis celeftibus ire ! 

+ Namely, the Lutherans and Calvinifts ; all other pro- 
teftant fects, the Memnonites, anabaptifts, and quakers, be- 
ing not included among the diffidents: and the perfecuting 


laws enacted againft the arians are in full force againtt 


them, Pac. Con. Aug. III. p. 28, 29. 


formity. 


To face Page 28, Vol. I, 


GENEALOGIC 
LADISLAUS, called I. 


— 


Casimir IL. the Great, born 13105 died 13 : uid u T bet GEbsf Obi dI. 
in him ended the male line of the Houfe of ng of } sina Xf Hungary. 


ELIZABETH, mar. NN ied Louts, king of 
Bogiflas duke of } oland 1370; d ed uten of Naples, 


P 

Pomerania. F y 56; mar, 1 t daughter nated at Avería 13 
ő 
J 


p 


Awwne, married Ladiflaus Jaghellon, 
— TEES ee | 
MARIA Hzpwicz, mar.Ladif- 


laus Jaghellon. 


Kines of POLAND of 


LADISLAUS II. Jaghelion, duke of Lithuania, king of Poland 1386, upon bis marr 
Hedwige; 2. Anne, daughter of William count of Cilli, and grandfon 


reo SS 


Lapistaus III. king of Hungary 1440; of Poland 1434; killed at the battle 
of Varna 1444, aged 21- 


E T 
Lap1sLAvs king of Hun- Josx I. Albert, king 1494; 
gary and Bohemia. died at Thorn, April rso1, ilna, / . I9, 1506, ar April : 1 825 rried 
aged 41, unmarried. nar i : f i ^ í Tranfylva- 
i ghter of John 
a duke of Milan. 


— 
oo 
JsABELLA, married the t rt te NN i CATHARINE, m. 


John king o 
Sweden, 


$161sMox» II. Auguftus, king 

1548; died July 7, 1572, at c John Z 

Knifin, aged 52; married c nia, and ; of Hungar) " 

y. Elizabeth daughter of the irgh fition to peror nandi I 59 m 

emperor. Ferdinand I. 2. 

Barbara daughter of the SMON 

duke of Radzivil; 3. Catha- a monn Hf, 

rine fifter of his firft wife 

Elizabeth. Ir A ——<—$—_—$————$_—$—— o 

£oftus ended th e li 1 

f Jons Casimir. Joux ALBERT, bithop 
of Breflaw and 
Plotiko; died 1655. 


KINGS 


Henry of Va-|Steruzn Ba 
lois duke of An-| rnon1, king of 
jou, afterwards| Poland, Dec. 14, 
king of France,| 1575, upon his 
king of Poland,| marriage with 
May 1573; ab-| Anne Jaghellon; 
dicated June died at Grodno 

Dec. 12, 1586, 


aged 54. 


1574s 


| 


S161sMoND lil ALApisrAvs IV. 


king Auguft 
1487; died at 
Warfaw April 
40» 1632, aged 
66. See the for- 
mer table, Mar, 
1. Anne daugh- 
ter of Charles 
archduke of 
Auftria; 2. Con.| 
ftantia, fifter of 
Anne. 


fon of Sigif- 
mond III. king 
Nov. 1632; died 


52; married 1, 
Cecilia daughter 
of the emperor 
Ferdinand II. 

2. Louifa Maria 
princeís of Ne- 
Vers 


Joun Hl. Casr-|Micuagy 
MIR, king Nov. 
20, 1648; abdi- 
cated September| June 19, 
16, 1668; died} died at Leop 
at Nevers in | Nov. 10, 1673, 
France, Dec. 16,| aged 35; mar. 

1672, aged 64;| Eleonora daugh 

married Louifa | ter of the ém- 

his brother's peror Ferdinand 
widow. Hl. 


RIBUT Wixs- 


NOVISKI, 


pold, 


Kincs of PorAND of different Families. 


Ko-|Josw WI. 


| 


BIESKI, AUGUSTUS, 


ony, king O&.| king Septem- 


died at Vill 


5, 1733; died} ber 1764. 
now, June 17; at Dreíden, O&. 
1696, aged 66; I ; married 


married Ma 
de la G 
d'Arquien. 


reith, 


STANISLAUS 
LreTziNsKI, 
ch fen in oppo 
fition to Au- 


guftus IT. July 


upon the 
f Auguf- 


. again 


retained the title 
of king; died 
at Luneville, 
Feb. 23, 1766. 
His daughter 


Marie married 


L 
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formity. The fe&aries diftinguifhed by that 


appellation, perceiving the intention of the 
ca s to undermine their privileges, fti- 
P land obtained, that they fhould not be 
biended with. the arians, or fall under. the 
penal laws enacted againft that fec. But 
thefe promifes were infenfibly eluded, their 
privileges were gradually diminithed ; in the 
courfe of a few years they. were fubjected to 


a ME of difqua lific cations, and at length, 


in PN diet*. An old law of Ladiflaus II. 


againft heretics, as well as the penalties le- 


velled againft the arians, were reviv and 


cafionally put in force againít the diffi- 


Lhefe continual perfecutions ereatly. dimi- 


eo 


nifhed their KO oe and confequently ren- 


dered their remonftrances ineffectual. The 
catholics, who now ‘took the lead in et, 
even declared it high treafon in the ts 


to feek the reftoration of their immuniti 


th interceíli ruf c eat ae RS RAUS, d 4 
tne inferceti1:0n of foreign powers ; aithough 


rh 


nany o fe foreign powers were guarantees 


he 
to the treaty of Oliva, in which it was ftipu- 


* Lengnich, Hift. Pol. p. 376. 
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III lated, that the rights of the diffidents fhould 

il u be maintained in their full latitude *. 

WD Such was the fituation of the diffidents at 
the acceffion of his prefent majefty; who, 
though himfelf ftrongly inclined to toleration; 
was yet obliged to concur with the general affen 
fenfe of the dict; and to confirm in their full | mem 
extent all the laws which had been promul- tumi 
gated againft them. The diffidents applied fron 
to the courts of London, Peterfburg, Berlin, | tot 
and Copenhagen, as the mediating powers in 
the treaty of Oliva; who warmly fupported 
their caufe, and prefented memorials to the 
enfuing diet, demanding a reftoration not only 
of their religious eftablifhments, but-alfo of all 
their ancient privileges fecured to them by 
the abovementioned treaty. The diet of 
1766, however? was not of a temper to ac- 
cede to thefe propofals. 

The enemies of toleration contended, that 
the privileges alluded to were become obfo- 
lete, having been repeatedly abolifhed in 
various diets ; and that the diffidents had no 
well-founded claim either to the reftitution 


* For the account of the diffidents, fee Lengnich, Pac. 
Con. Aug. III. 16—30. andi Jus Publ. fparfim. 


of 
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of their civil immunities, or to the toleration 
of their worfhip : the bifhop of Cracow, the 
moft bigotted of the catholics, even propofed 
a law againft all who fhould abet the oppo- 
fite party. Violent altercations arofe in the 
affembly, when the Prufüan and Ruffian 
memorials were read; and as an immediate 
tumult was apprehended, the king retired 
from the diet without proroguing it, as ufual, 
to the following day. The primate likewife 
refufed to- continue the fitting, and the mem- 
bers feparated in great diforder. On the fub- 
fequent day, the fpirit of intolerance was in 
gree abated; the moderate party was 
over-ruled, and the acts againít the diffidents 
were confirmed without referve. But, in or- 
ler to conciliate the mediating powers, the 

f bifhops, by command of the diet, 
drew up nine articles in favour of the difi- 
dents, relative to the free exercife of their 
up. Thefe conceffions not being thought 
fufficiently nre while the exceptiona- 
blé laws remained unrepealed, the Emprefs 
of Ruffia remonftrated a gainft the proceed- 
ings of the diet; and the  diffidents beg: zan to 
form confederacies in. different parts Of th 
kingdom. They. were joined by many dif- 
contented: catholics, and affifted 


^ 
“ 
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body of Ruffian troops, who entered Thorn; 
where the firft and principal confederacy took 
its rife. All the mediating: powers; Great- 
Britain, Denmark, Pruffia;: and Sweden; tef- 
tified their approbation of: thefe confederacies: 
The difputes foon began to embrace other ob- 
je&s befide religion ; political grievances were 
likewi{fe brought. forward; and feveral con- 
fedéracies ftarted up in different parts of the 
kingdom among the catholic nobles ; all of 
whom affected to be advocates for toleration; 
and declared their intentions of fupporting 
the caufe of the diffidents: Prince Radzivil, 
who had fignalized himfelf in oppofing the 
king’s election, was appointed maríhal to. all 
the catholic confederacies, united in one for- 
midable affociation under the appellation of 
malecontents. The coalition of this catho- 
lic confederacy, with that of the diffidents, 
foon after took place in the palace of prince 
Radzivil at Warfaw: Mean while the king 
convoked an extraordinary diet, as the only 
probable means to prevent a civil war, and to 
appeafe the Emprefs of Ruffia, whofe troops 
were advanced within a {mall diftance of 
Warfaw.. The diet, however,. which was 
fummoned for the purpofe of reconciling the 
oppofite parties, failed. in producing. the in- 
tended 
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Da 
T 


; TIS MEG 
ons of the diflidents, a: 


> 


of foreign powers ; 


1e bifhop of Kiof and a 


of their party, were 


night by a corps of 
fent, without trial} to Ruffia 


j 
where 


š 1 x ? . ; 
experienced a rigorous nnpriton- 


cow and his alloc 


The bifhop of Cr 


of October, 1767; th 


prifon a » not being: rel 


ginning of 1773. They were fir 


ft confined at Smole 


and afterwards at Kaluga. The following extracts from 


letters 


= (T. : 
in my polienion give iom 


account of their imprifonment, 


bifhop’s return : 


oroully tre 


on fufpicion of a 


tween the bifhc p of Cracow and his p 


ania 5 


34. Bo Oi, dla ipii pa B. is 


The diet, intimidated by the fate of their 
leading members, and being no longer in- 


flamed 


to the Great Chancellor of the Crown to announce his 
return on the r4th.. The exprefs came on Thurfday 
afternoon, and was followed by another the next day 
with the news, that the bifhop himfelf was on his route; 
and he arrived at five in the afternoon. In the fuburbs 
* of Praga, being met by the Pope's nuntio, together 
with the bifhops of Cujavia and Pofnania, he quitted his 
own carriage and gotinto that of the bifhop of Pofna- 


nia, into whofe palace he alighted at Warfaw.. He was 
accompanied by perfons of the firft diftin&tion, and fol- 
lowed by . rowd of people; huzzaing as he pafled the 
ftreets ; fome out of affection, others from imitation, or 
excited by fecret emiflaries. “The doors of the palace 
being open to all who chofe to enter; the apartments 
were immediately filled with perfons of all ranks, bifhops, 
fenators, miniflers and officers of ftate, nobles, priefts, 
citizens, together with the loweft of the populace, and 
even beggars, all huddled together pell-mell, eager to 
behold, liften to, and applaud the bifhop, who had fo 
unexpectedly made his appearance. He fpoke for a 
confiderable time, and related the hiftory of his imprifon- 
ment, which he affured them had not made any alteration 
in his fentiments of religion and liberty. * I have been 
twice,” added he, * arrefted by the Ruffians, the firft time 
with the primate Potofki, the fecond at my late confine- 
ment, and perhaps I may yet be caft into prifon a third 
time. 
“ He propofes to retire in a fhort time to his diocefe, 
and it is reported that he intends to forbid the priefts 
from wearing wigs and ruffles: he himfelf wears neither. 
His hair is grown grey fince his confinement, and he 
« looks 
x 
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eloquence, appointed, though 
: ^ : J kea 3 

e altercation and tumult, a 

pn aide alee MS PE aT 

to adjuft the affairs of the 


diffidents in conjunction with the mediating 


powers, and then 


T; 1 5 (1 ess ee 
committee expreli led the moit favo 
iu 


towards the 


& cap which he made himí 


; he bad an audience of the kine 


a to twelve. 
sc and refpect; 
ec "d oed parde SE } 

€ ged pardon, if, b 
ij 


himielf either in a manner or in 


him at the fame 


5? 


z, and the 


atone mals, E pr 


ited his m: jefty with 
* the New Teitament, acquitting himfelf of that cerem« 


8 
« 1 propriety and decorum. 

“ ‘The bifhop of Kiof, 
* of Cracow on the e t 
* for fome time. The palatine c wos acow and his 
« cont Smolenfko * Kaluga, the p 
«€ the to attend Colonel 
* Bachmatou, their conductor, who was taken ill upon 
ee journey. The palatine, willing to repay with gra- 
H3 


and humanity the attention which he 


* the colonel during - bis confiner nent, c could 1 


s vailed upon to quit him in hi 


e fome knowled € of phyfic, he is in hopes of completin 
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cure," 


10m 


B. 


| | i that all the laws enacted againít them fhould | o 

| II be repealéd, and their antient privileges re- | di 
Hit ftored. Thefe refolutions being laid before | | fyi 

i MNH i the extraordinary diet, which was convened | joy 


1i 
J 
Oo 
oo 


| ] 

| I 

TR - D - E] (t 

Ht | the beginning of the following year, 17 2; | 
MI | were ratified almoft without oppofition. I his | 


| ready and unanimous acquiefcence of the diet 


i ll in regulations totally repugnant to. the fenti- 

\ i ments of the majority, can only be account ted | ou 
I for by the dread of the Ruffian troops quar- fh 
| [l tered in Warfaw, and the influence of bribes | do 

| ju idicioufly. diftribut ted by the Ruffian minifter. foi 
| Il ‘The: operation of the fame caufes rendered the | all 


diet equally compliant in other particulars : | 


AM $ 
Ii OS i RIA, i nis ails | r 
l HINT H and induced them to eftablifh feveral =- civil nd 
H " 
Hi GUT ie AL eS ain pe Fe) Pr orp sl A cs l » 
n regulations, tending to pet rpetuate the defects {ca 
Ihi 1 F E | ls 
li and which had no other duc 
IU : : } 
Ih except their fubferviency to the 
li ons upon Poland, eh 
M P 
i} large feemed at this juncture ire 
li * Thefe regulations, which refpect chiefly the me 
j nec 
ii ing in perpetuity of the elective monarchy, oi im f 
I I y Veto, and, of imity in all 3 
IAM tailed in the articles. of the diet of 1768, publi! Tle 
HAM : Alan ` 
"m faw: the principal are the fame as are ment lon 
| in tbe fourth chay of this book relative to the chaug | per. 
pi 2 1 1 11 C dita 
| made in the conftitution in S the reader wiil fin re l 
| am ply mentioned, and accompanied ee fome judici | wit 
| NI $ : : c 
marks, in Lind's Prefent State of Poland, Letter IJI. 10 
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nt commotions. 


adow of autnori 


: wn the popular current; and the, next 
‘ced by the mediating powers to accec 

| the | all the conditions which they laid before him: 

a wretched fituation for a prince of his fpirit 


{17494 fx 
ACCULILY 
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upon the protection of thofe very powers, 
who had difmembered his empire. 

The Polifh malecontents could certainly 
alledge {fome very plaufible caufes of diflatif- 
faction. The laws paffed at the laft diet 
bore a greater refemblance to the abfolute 
mandates of a Ruffian viceroy, than to the 
refolutions of a free affembly. The outrage 
committed upon the bifhop of Cracow and his 
adherents entirely fubverted all liberty of de- 
bate ; while the authoritative manner, in which 
the mediating powers of Berlin and Peterfburg 
füll continued to interfere in the affairs of 
Poland, threatened a more grievous fubjection. 
Thefe fpecious grounds of difguft, joined to 
an ill-timed fpirit of difcontent which had 
gone forth throughout the nation againft the 
king, occafioned the inteftine commotions that 
foon reduced Poland to the moft dreadful ftate 
of defolation, 

The diet had not long been diffolved, be- 
fore the indulgences granted to the diffidents 
excited a general difcontent among the Roman 
catholic party. Several confederacies made 
their appearance towards the frontiers of the 
Turkifh empire in defence of the facred ca- 
tholic faith: they carried ftandards before 


the 


m, highly calculated to inflame the zeal of 


cru 


the 
feiz 
ano 
trot 
rou 
this 
tion 
Pet 
fror 


fecu 


infcribed ** 'I 
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the populace ; upon fome of theft 
the Virgin Mary NT the infant 

lineated; upon others the Spr 
Poland, w ith the mottos “ Conqueft or Death, 


' Some banners 


* For religion and liberty 


bore as a device a rofs, under which was 


he fymbol: of victory.” The 


D 
i 


rivate foldiers of the confederacy, like the 
crufaders of old, wore a crofs interwoven in 
their clothes. One party of thefe infurgents 
feized upon the fortrefs of Bar in Podolia, and 
another got poffeffion of Cracow. The royal 


troops, who marched againft them, were either 


routed or prevailed upon to join cher In 


this dreadful crifis of affairs, the fenate peti- 


tioned the embaflador from the court of 


1 
£l R: 
unm 


Ruffian troop 


> 


Peterfburg not to withdraw t 
from the kingdom, as they afforded the only 
fecurity againft the con federate6: the requeft 
was read lily complied with, and Poland 
came a fcene of bloodíhed and Aon. 
In the various conflicts between the two par- 
ties, the fuperiority o of Ruffian difcipline gene- 
rally cud The confederates, Howe ver 
at firft fecretly encouraged by the houfe of 
Auftria, affifted by the Turks, and fupplied 


* Aut vincere aut mori, —Pro religione et libertate, 
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40 
with money and officers by the French, were 
able to protract hoftilities from the diffolution 
of the diet in 1768, to the divifton of Poland 
in 1772. To enter into a detail of military 
operations, falls not within the defign of this 
work. From the various acts of cruelty and 
revenge which diftinguifh and difgrace this 
part of the Polifh hiftory, I fhall fele& only 
one event too remarkable to be omitted ; the 
attempt made by the confederates to affaflinate 
the king. 

The following circumftantial account of 
this fingular .occurrence, was communicated 
to me by my ingenious friend Nathaniel 
Wraxall, Eíq; whofe name is well known in 
the literary world; and who, during his refi- 
dence at Warfaw, obtained the moft authentic 
information upon fo interefting a tranfaction : 
as he has obligingly permitted me to enrich 
my work with this narration, I am happy to 


lay it before the reader in his own words. 


THE KING OF POLAND: 


; 3 ; 
E TP Boa a I m 
aitackea by ze CC 


^ Y a 


da? =e 5 ^ vl AES 4 
ríaw, «vounded, and carried 


2 
js 
j 


INRA MIracu 
GO JIT ACE 


£k 
of 


— Return 


ver confidered the king as unlawfully 
elected, and who imputed to his fatal ele- 
vation and direction, or approbation, all 
the i 


k 
groaned from the Ruffian oppreffion) 


cingdom 
) planned 
and executed one of the moft daring enter- 
prizes of which modern hiftory makes men- 
tion. I mean the attempt to affaffinate the 


kine. It is fomew 


> fo humanifed, fo free from the enor- 


mous and 


Haeitious in 
barbarous centuries, POTIS 


z TA Lp M een E T E e v v 
the prefent, this is the third attempt on a 


crowned head in my remembrance. Louis 
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* XV. Jofeph I. of Portugal, and Staniflaus 
* Auguftus, all narrowly efcaped affaffination. 
* As the attempt on his Polifh majefty was 


«c 


perhaps the moft atrocious, and his efcape 


certainly the moft extraordinary and incre- 
dible of the three, I thall be as minute-as 
pofüble in the enumeration of all the prin- 
cipal circumftances which led to, and which 
attended this remarkable event. 


* A Polifh nobleman, named 
general in the army of the confederates, 
‘was the perfon who planned the atrocious 
enterprize; and the confpirators.who car- 
ried it into execution were about forty in 
number, and were headed by three chiefs, 
named Lukawíki, Strawenfki, and Kofinflci, 
Thefe three chiefs had been engaged and 
hired to that purpofe by Pulafki, who in 
the town of Czetíchokow in Great Poland 
obliged them to fwear in the moft folemn 
manner, by placing their hands between 
his, either to deliver the king alive into his 
hands, or, in cafe that was impoffible, to 
put him to death. The three chiefs chofe 
thirty-feven- perfons to accompany them, 
On.the 2d of November, about a month 
after they had quitted Czetfchokow, they 
* obtained 


ptember 


«^ r771, a few of thefe confpirators remained 
he town ; and the ot 


Alinna C rer lez YATI tha 
piace oi enaezvous, tne 


pafs by about his ufual 


A 1 EA LL X 
to the palace. 7 he king 


] 
** had been to vifit his uncle prince Czartorifki, 


ce 


and was on 
to the palace betweer 


«c 


He was in a coach, 


* two hundred paces from prince C 


** fpirator commanded 


of inftant 
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« who endeavoured to defend his mafter from 
* the violence of the aflaffins Almoft all 


«< the other pet rfons 
* companied 


% koh cede ed .and»ac- 
his majefty were difperfed ; the 


$c aid-de-camp abandoned him, and attempted 
* to conceal himfelf Py fight... Mean while 
* the king had opened the door of his car 
“riage with the def on of qiie his efcape 
der fl " hi 3 

¥ 

X 

ty , 
sc claiming with em um execrations, <. We 
* have thee now; thy hour is come.’ One 
* of them dif (charged a piftol at him fo very 
£& 


D 
^ 


A 


^ 


e 
S 


ec 


* ged him along the around between iheir 


* matter. 


‘near, that he felt the heat of the flath; 


while another cut him acrofs the head with 


his fabre, which penetrated to the bone. 
They then laid hold of his majefty by, the 


collar, and, mounting on horfeback, drag- 


* « Tt is incredible that fuch a number of perfons as 
were with his Polifh majefty on that memorable night, 
fhould all fo bafely abandon him, except the fingle hey- 
duc who was killed, and who fo bravely defended his 
This man was a proteftant; he was not killed 
on the fpot, but expired next morning of his. wounds, 
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The king allows a pefifion to his Won and children. 


ASSASSINATE B. X. 


R 


VE 
« hori 
| ^ pace 
| & 1 
« this 


«t tend 


«€ [pre 


* imm 


«kine 


* horfes at fu 
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* capable of' following them on foot,-and 
* that he had already almoft loft his refpira- 
* tion from the violence with which they 
* had dragged him, they fet him on horfe- 
* back ; and then redoubled their {peed for 
* fear of being overtaken. When they came 
“to the ditch which furrounds Warfaw, 
‘they obliged him to leap his horfe over. 
* [n the attempt the horfe fell twice, and at 
* the fecond fall broke its leg. They then 
* mounted his majefty upon another, all 
“ coyered as he was with dirt. 

“The confpirators had no fooner croffed 
* the ditch, than they began to rifle the king, 
“tearing off the order * of the Black Eagle 


^ 


^ 


* of Prufa which he wore round his neck, 
* and the diamond crofs hanging to it. He 
* requefted them to leave his handkerchief, 
* which they confented to : his tablets efcaped 
* their rapacity. A great number of the 


^ 


* «It was Lukawfki, one of the three chiefs of the 
« band, who tore off the ribbon of the Black Eagle, which 
« his Pruffian majefty had conferred on the king when he 
« was Count Poniatowfki. One of his motives for doing 
« this, was by fhewing the order of the Black Eaele to 
« Pulafki.and the confederates, to prove to them incon- 
« teftibly that the king was in their hands, and on his way. 
« Lukawfki was afterwards executed." 


“ affaflins 


(4 TE 
« affafíins Tt 
« him, prob 
f refpechive 
s prize; an 
« Only fev 
& Kofinki 
«t exceeding 
“ norant of 
« not keep 
* jefty to f 
« fhoe, the 
« They 
“open: me 
“tan path 
* diflance ft 
*ed the k 
“holding f 
“anda thir 
* [n this m; 
* his majef 
* road whic 
“warned. tj 
“were fom 
" Who mig 


CTh " 
“Dim *, 


ms s ed — "mA - 
*-Dim,. s bin ding himfelf, however, inca- 


£c 


‘ Kofinfki was the chief. 


* In this manner thi 
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affafhins retired after having thus plundered 
him, probably with intent to notify to their 
refpective leaders the fuccefs of their enter- 
prize ; and the king's arrival as a prifoner. 
Only feven remained with him, of whom 
The night was 
exceedingly dark; they were abfolutely ig- 
norant of the way ; and, as the horfes could 
not keep their legs, they obliged his ma- 
jefty to follow them on foot, with only one 
íhoe, the other being loft in the dirt. 

* They continued to wander through the 
en. meadows, without following 


mie path, and without getting to any 


diftance from Warfaw. They àeain mount- 


ed the king on horfeback, two of them 


* holding him on each fide by. the hand, 


and a third leading. his horfe by the bridle. 


) 


y were proceeding, when 
his majefty,. finding they had taken the 


road which led to a village called Burakow, 

warned them not to enter it, becaufe there 

were fome Ruffians ftationed in that place 
I 


might probably 


* pable 


3 «C iH 
« This intimation, which the king gave t affaffins, 


may 3 


Extraordinary ond unaccount- 


€ able 
able, 
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* pable of accompanying the affaffins in the | “g 
* painful pofture in which they held him E. 
* kept down on the faddle, he requefted | “y 


| 
* them, fince they were détermined to oblige | «Y 
| ** him to proceed, at leaít to give him another I «t 
| | | * horfe and a boot *. This requeft they | «f 
| | | * complied with; and continuing their pro- «id 
SAA i s srefs through almoft impaffable lands, with- sig 
( | « 
1 WI « able, but was really dictated by the greateft addrefs and 
i WT « judgment. He apprehended with reafon that, on the " 
\ | Il « fight of a Ruffian guard, they would inftantly put him to - | 
M I | « death with their fabres, and fly; whereas by informing 
| | « them of the danger they incurred, he in fome meafure s 
MN | & gained their confidence: in effect, this behaviour of the 66 | 
WU « king feemed to foften them a little, and made them be- | an 
| ii « lieve he did not mean to efcape from them.” 
yi * The king in his fpeech to the diet on the trial of the # s 
ANM confpirators, interceded ftrongly for Kofinfki, or John sO 
IB Kutfma, to-whom he gratefully exprefles himfelf indebted « 
MIA for thefe favours in the following words: a 
lu ll « As I wasin the hands of the aflaffins, I heard them 
I Il ‘© repeatedly afk John Kutfma, if they fhould not affaffinate "t 
li « me, but he always prevented them. He was the frit Cy 
Weil « who perfuaded them to behave to me with greater gentle- 67 


« nefs; and obliged them to confer upon me fome fervices 
| «& which I then greatly wanted ; namely, one to give me a 
AMI * cap, and a fecond a boot, which at that time were no 


M | < trifling prefents: for the cold air greatly affected the i 

| “wound in my head; and my foot, which was covered & 

| * with blood, gave me inexpreffible torture, which conti- , 
« nued every moment increafing." i 


s out 
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* out any road, and ignorant of their way, 
* they at length found themíelves in the 
* wood of Bielany, only a league diftant from 
« Warfaw. From the time they had paffed 
* the ditch they repeatedly demanded of Ko- 
* finfki their chief, if it was not yet time to 
* put the king to death ; and thefe demands 
** were reiterated in proportion to the obftacles 
« and difficulties they encountered. 
Meanwhile the confufion and confter- 
* nation increafed at Waríaw. The guards 
* were afraid to purfue the confpirators, left 
“terror of being overtaken fhould prompt 
* them in the darknefs to maflacre the king ; 
* and on the other hand, by not purfuing 
* they might give them time to efcape with 
* their prize, beyond the patti of affift- 


* ance. Several of the firft nobility at length 


* mounted on horfeback, and following the 


“track of the affaílins, arrived at the place 
* where his majefty had paffed the ditch. 
** There the which he had 
* loft in mies precipitati ion with which he was 
* hurried away: it was bloody, and pierced 


** with holes made by the balls or fabres. This 


y found his peft/fe, 


** convinced them that he was no more. 
“The king was fiill in the hands of the 
s feven. remaining aflaffins, who advanced 


Vor. I. E * with 
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* with him into the wood of Bielany, when 
* they were fuddenly alarmed by a Ruffian 
* patrole or detachment. Inftantly holding 
* council, four of them difappeared, leaving 
* him with the other three, who compelled 
* him to walk on. Scarce a quarter of an 
* hour after, a fecond Ruffian guard chal- 
* lenged them anew. Two of the affaffins 
* then fled, and the king remained alone 
* with Kofinfki the chief, both on foot. 
« His majefty, exhaufted with all the fatigue 
* which he had undergone, implored his 
* conductor to ftop, and fuffer him to take a 
** moment's repofe. Kofinfki refufed it, me- 
* nacing him with his naked fabre; and at 
« the fame time informed him, that beyond 
s the wood they fhould find a carriage. They 
* continued their walk, til they came to 
« the door of the convent of Bielany. - Ko- 
« finfki appeared loft in thought, and fo much 
** agitated by his reflections, that the king 
* perceiving his diforder, and obferving that 
«he wandered without knowing the road, 
** faid to him, * I fee you are at. a lofs which 
* way to proceed. Let me enter the con- 
* vent of Bielany, and do you provide for 
* your own fafety/ — * No,’ replied. Kofinfki, 
* I have fworn.' 


4 * They 
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* They proceeded till they came to Marie- 
* mont, a fmall palace belonging to the 
* houfe of Saxony, not above half a league 
* from Waríaw : here Kofinfki betrayed fome 
s fatisfaction at finding where he was, and 
* the king ftill demanding an inftant’s’ re- 
* pofe, he confented at length. They fat 
* down together on the ground, and the 
* king employed thefe moments in endea- 
* vouring to foften his conductor, and in- 
* duce him to favour or permit his efcape. 
* His majefty reprefented the atrocity of the 
* crime he had committed in attempting to 
s murder his fovereign, and the invalidity 
* of an oath taken to perpetrate fo heinous 
“an action: Kofinfki lent attention to this 
* difcourfe, and began to betray fome marks 
* of remorfe. <‘ But, faid he, * if I fhould 
*.confent and récondu& you to Warfaw, 
* what will be the confequence ?—I fhall be 
s taken and executed l’ 

* This reflection plunged him into new 
“uncertainty and embarraílment, * I give 
* you my word, anfwered his majefty, * that 
** you fhall fuffer no harm ; but if you doubt 
* my promife, efcape while there is yet time. 
s | can find my way to fome place of fecu- 
frity; and I will certainly direct. your pur- 
E2 ** fuers 


52 ATTEMPT TO ASSASSINATE B. i. 


* fuers to take the contrary road to that 
* which you have chofen.’ Kofinfki could 
** not any longer contain himfelf, but throw- 
* ing himfelf at the king's feet, implored 
* forgivenefs for the crime he had commit- 
* ted; and fwore to prote&t him againft every 
* enemy, relying totally on his generofity 
for pardon and prefervation. His majefty 
reiterated to him his affurances of fafety. 
Judging, however, that it was prudent to 
** gain fome afylum without delay, and re- 
* colle&ing that there was a mill at fome 
** confiderable diftance, he immediately made 
« towards it. Kofinfki knocked, but in vain ; 
* no anfwer was given: he then broke a 


^ 


^ 


€ 


^ 


€ 


^ 


€ 


^ 


** pane of glafs in the window, and intreated for 
« {helter to a nobleman who had been plun- 
* dered by robbers. The miller refufed, 
* fuppofing them to be banditti, and conti- 
« qued for more than half an hour to perfift 
* in his denial. At length the king approach- 
* ed, and {peaking through the broken pane, 
* endeavoured to perfuade him to admit them 
* under his roof; adding, * if we were rob- 
* bers, as you fuppofe, it would be very eafy 
« for us to break the whole window, inftead 
«of one pane of glafs' This argument 
* prevailed. They at length opened the door, 
“and 
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« and admitted his majefty. He immediately 
* wrote a note to general Coccei, colonel of 
* the foot-guards. It was literally as fol- 
* lows: < Par une efpece de miracle je fuis 
« fauvé des mains des affafins. Fe fuis ict au petit 
« moulin de Mariemont. Venez au plutát me tirer 
« d'ici. Fe fuis bleffe, mais pas fort*.' It was 
* with the greateft difficulty, however, that 
* the king could perfuade any one to carry 
« this note to Warfaw, as the people of the 
* mill, imagining that he was a nobleman 
* who had juft been plundered by robbers, 
* were afraid of falling in with the troop. 
s Kofinfki then offered to reftore every thing 
“he had taken; but his majefty left him 
* all, except the blue ribbon of the White 
«+ Eagle. 

« When the meflenger arrived with the 
* note, the aftonifhment and joy was incre- 
* dible. Coccei inftantly rode to the mill, 
* followed by a detachment of the guards. 
« He met Kofinfki at the door with his fabre 
«drawn, who admitted him as foon as he 


* « By a kind of miracle I am efcaped from the hands 
« of affafüns. lam now at the mill of Mariemont. Come 
« as foon as poffible, and take me from hence, J am 
« wounded, but not dangeroufly.” 


E 3 * knew 
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* knew him. ‘The king had funk into a 
** fleep, caufed by his fatigue ; and was ftretch- 
** ed'on the ground, covered with the miller’s 
* cloak. Coccei immediately threw himfelf. 
* at his majefty’s feet, calling him his fove- 
* reign, and kifling his hand. It is not eafy 
* to paint or defcribe the aftonifhment of the 
miller and his family, who inftantly imi- 
tated Coccei’s example, by throwing them- 
** felves on their knees *. The king returned 
to Warfaw in general Coccei's carriage, and 
** reached the palace about five in the morn- 
* ing. His wound was found not to be dan- 
gerous; and he foon recovered the bruifes 
« and injuriés, which he had fuffered during 
** this memorable night. 

* So extraordinary an efcape is fcarce to 
** be paralleled in hiftory, and affords ample 
* matter of wonder and furprife. Scarce 
* could the nobility or people at Waríaw 
* credit the evidence of their feníes, when 
“they faw him return. Certainly neither 


* « I have been at this mill, rendered memorable by fo 
* fingular an event. It is a wretched Polifh hovel, at a 
* diftance from any houfe. ‘The king has rewarded the 
* miller to the extent of his wifhes, in building him a 
mill upon the Viftula, and allowing him a fmall pen- 
* fion." 


* the 


55 
« the efcape of the king of France from Da- 
« mien, or of the king of Portugal from the 
* confpiracy of the duke d'Aveiro, were 
« equally amazing or improbable as that of 
« the king of Poland. I have related it very 
y « minutely, and from authorities the higheft | 
f th « and moft inconteftible, 
« [t ig natural to enquire what is become 
« of Kofinfki, the man who faved his ma- 
** jefty’s life, and the other confpirators. He 
« was born in the palatinate of Cracow, and 
| «of mean extraGion: having aflumed the 
| * name of Kofinfki*, which is that of a 
« noble family, to give himfelf credit. He 
| « had been created an officer in the troops of 
«the confederates under Pulafki, It woulc 
«(eem as if Kofinfki began to entertain the 
| « idea of preferving the king’s life from the 
« time when Lukawfki and Strawenfki aban- 
* doned him; yet he had great ftruggles 
€ with himfelf before he could refolve on 
« this conduct, after the folemn engagements 
« into which he had entered. Even after he 
able by fo « had condu&ed the king back to Warfaw, 
mt ** he expreffed more than once his doubts of 
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ing him a * His real name was John Kutfmá. 


E 4 « the 
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* the propriety of what he had done, and 
* fome remorfe for having deceived. his em- 
** ployers. 

* Lukawfki and Strawenfki were both 

* taken, and feveral of the other affaffins. 
.* At his majefty’s peculiar requeft and in- 
* treaty, the diet remitted the capital puniíh- 
* ment of the inferior confpirators, and con- 
*.demned them to work for life on the for- 
* tifications of Kaminiec, where they now 
* are. By his interceffion likewife with the 
* diet, the horrible punifhment and various 
* modes of torture, which the laws of Po- 
* Jand decree and infli& on regicides, were 
* mitigated; and both Lukawfki and Stra- 
* wenfki were only fimply beheaded, Ko- 
“ finfki was detained under a very ftri& con- 
* finement, and obliged to give -evidence 
“ againft his two companions. A períon of 
* diftin&ion, who faw them both die, has 
* affured me,- that nothing could be more 
** noble and manly than all Lukawíki's con- 
** duct previous to his death. When he was 


‘ carried to the place of execution, although 
* his body was almoft extenuated by the 
“ feverity of his confinement, diet, and treat- 
* ment, his fpirit unfubdued  raifed him 

** above 


ta 
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* above the térrors of an infamous and pub- 
* lic execution.. He had not been’ permitted 
* to fhave his beard while in prifon, and. his 
s“ drefs was íqualid to the. greateft degree ; 
* yet none of thefe humiliations could deprefs 
* his mind. With a grandeur of foul wor- 
* thy of a better caufe, .but which it was im- 
** poffible not to admire, he refufed to fee or 
* embrace the traitor Kofinfki. When con- 
* ducted’ to the ícene of execution, which 
“was about a mile from Waríaw, he betray- 
* ed no-emotions of terror or unmanly fear. 
* He made a fhort harangue to the multitude 
* affembled upon the occafion, in which he by 
‘no means exprefied any forrow for his paft 
** conduct, or contrition for his attempt on the 
* king, which he probably regarded. as meri- 
* torious and patriotic. His head was fevered 
* from his body. 

* Strawenfki was beheaded at the fame 
* time, but he neither harangued the people, 
“nor fhewed any, figns.of contrition... Pu- 
ki, who commanded one of the many 
‘corps of confederate Poles then in arms, 
* and who was the great agent and ] promoter 
‘of the affaffination, is ftill alive *, though 

* an 


* After the conclufion of thefe troubles, Pulafki efcaped 


from Poland, and repaired to America: he diftingi 


biniel£ 
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-« an outlaw and an exile. He is faid, even 
* by the Ruflians his enemies, to poffefs mi- 
* litary talents of a’ very fuperior mature; 
** nor were they ever able to take him prifoner 
* during the civil war. 

“To return to Kofinfki, the -man who 
« faved the king’s life. About a week after 
« Lukawíki and Strawenfki’s execution, he 
* was fent by his majefty out of Poland. 
* He now refides at Semigallia in the papal 
* territories, where he enjoys an annual pen- 
* fion from the king." 


I am enabled to add to Mr. Wraxall’s ac- 
count the following circumftances : 


Upon general Coccei's arrival at the mill, 
the firt queftion which his majefty afked 
was, whether any of his attendants had fuffer- 
ed from the affaffins ; and upon being inform- 
ed that one of the heyducs was killed upon 
the fpot, and another dangeroufly wounded, 
his mind, naturally feeling, now rendered 
more fufceptible by his late danger, was great- 


himfelf in the American fervice, and was killed in the at- 
tempt to force the Britifh lines at the fiege of Savannah 


in 1779. 
ly 
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ly affected; and his joy at his own efcape 
was confiderably diminifhed. 

Upon his return to Warfaw, the ftreets 
through which he paffed were illuminated 
with torches, and crowded by an immenfe 
concourfe of people, who followed him to 
the palace, crying out inceflantly ** The king 
* is alive," Upon his entering the palace, 
the doors were flung open, and perfons of all 
ranks were admitted to approach his perfon, 
and to felicitate him upon his efcape. The 
fcene, as I-have been informed by feveral of 
the nobility who were prefent, was affecting 
beyond defcription. Every one ftruggled to 
get near him to kifs his hand, or even to touch 
his cloaths: all were fo tranfported with joy, 
that they even loaded Kofinfki with careffes, 
and called him the faviour of their king. 
His majefty was fo affected with thefe figns 
of zeal and affection, that he expreffed in the 
moft feeling manner his ftrong fenfe of thefe 
proofs of their attachment, and declared it 
was the happieft hour of his whole life. In 
this moment of rapture he forgot the dangers 
he had avoided, and the wounds he had re- 
ceived: and as every one feemed anxious to 
learn the circumftances of his efcape, he 
would 


i) 
AMI 
UE 
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would not fuffer his wounds to be infpe&ted 
and drefled before he had himfelf fatisfied 
their impatience, by relating the difficulties 
and dangers he had undergone. During the 
recital, a. perfon unacquainted with the lan- 
guage might have difcovered the various events 
of the ftory from the changes of expreffion 
in the countenances of the byftanders, which 
difplayed the moft- fudden alterations from 
terror. to compaflion, from compaflion to 
aftonifhment, and from aftonifhment to rap- 
ture; while the univerfal filence’ was only 
broken by fighs and tears of joy. 

The king having finifhed the account; 
again repeated his aflurances of gratitude and 
affection for the unfeigned proofs they had 
given of their loyalty; and difmifled them, 
by adding, that he hoped he had been thus 
miraculoufly preferved by Divine Providence, 
for: no ‘other purpofe than to'purfue with 
additional zeal the good of his country, which 
had ever been the great obje& of his atten- 
tion. 

Being now left alone, his majefty permitted, 
the furgeons to examine the wound in his 
head. Upon cutting away the ikin, it ap- 
peared that the bone was hurt, but not dan- 
geroufly : 
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geroully : from the quantity of clotted blood, 
the operation of drefling was tedious and 
painful, and was fubmitted to by the king 
with great patience and magnanimity. 'The 
furgeons propofed at frít to bleed him in 
the foot; but they laid afide this inten- 
tion upon finding both his feet fwollen con- 
fiderably, and covered with - blifters and 
bruifes. 

The family of the heyduc, who had faved 
he king's life by the lofs of his own, was 
amply provided for: his body was buried with 
great pomp; and his majefty erected an hand- 
fome monument to his memory, with an ele- 
gant infcription expreflive of the man's fidelity 
and of his own gratitude. 

I faw the monument : it is a pyramid ftand- 
ing upon a farcophagus, with a Latin and 


ic jacet Georgius Henricus Butzau, 


“qui regem Staniflaum Auguftum nefariis 


* parricidarum telis impetitum, die 111 Nov. 


a At 


* 1771, propri pectoris clype: 


* geminatis ictibus confoffus, 
* buit. Fidelis fubditi necem lugens, 


| 
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sé 


pofuit hocce monumentum illius in laudem, 
aliis exemplo *.” 


* « Here lies George Henry Butzau, who, on the 3d of 
November, 1771, oppofing his own breaft to fhield 
Staniflaus Auguftus from the weapons of nefarious par- 
ricides, was pierced with repeated wounds, and glori- 
ouflyexpired. The king, lamenting the death of a faith- 
ful fubject, erected this monument, as a tribute to him, 
and an example to others.” 


PARTITION OF POLAND. 


ien 
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Account of the plan and progrefs of the partition 
of beati by the king of Prufa. 
— Adopted by the emperor of Germany, and 
finally acceded to by the emprefs of Ruffia.— 
The confent of the king and diet of Poland 
extorted after great oppofition.—Changes in 
the government introduced by the partition- 
ing powers.—Spirited, but fruitlefs, refift~ 
ance of the Polith delegates—Fate of the 


diffident OR 


E are now arrived at that remarkable 

event of the prefent reign, the parti- 
tion of Poland; which was planned with 
fuch profound fecrecy, that it was fcarcely 
fufpected before it was carried into execution. 
Poland had long derived its principal fecurity 
from its peculiar fituation between three great 


powers, each equally interefted to prevent the 
others from acquiring any increafe of ftrength, 

addition of territory: the union of thefe 
rival potentates was confidered as a circum- 
and fhould fuch an 
unexpected 


ftance nearly impoffible ; 
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unexpected union take place, it was thought 
incredible that the other princes of Europe 
would pafüvely fubmit to a material alteration 
in the balance of power. 

Treaties upon treaties, and negotiations 
upon negotiations, had guarantied to Poland 
the pofleffion of her territory ; and the very 
three powers who difmembered her provinces, 
had, at the prefent king’s acceflion, folemnly 
renounced all right and title to any part of 
the Polifh dominions. But treaties and gua- 
ranties are in general only adhered to until 
they can be broken with fafety: the only 
effectual method for any ftate to fecure its 
dominions, is to make itfelf refpectable by its 
ftrength and unanimity, and. to be prepared 
againft any attacks. When a powerful peo- 
ple impute national difafters, which a proper 
vigour and forefight might have prevented, 
to the perfidy of foreign ftates, they only bear 
teftimony, in more {pecious terms, to their 
own indolence, negligence, or weaknefs of go- 
vernment.. Nor is that íyftematical jealoufy, 
which modern nations profefs to entertain for 
the balance of. power, to be' depended on asa 
more effectual fafeguard to any particular ftate, 
than the faith of treaties. This principle, 
though founded on the moft obvious and judi- 
cious 


policy, 


of the moft is unluckily 
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powers, Pruffia * was formerly in a ftate of 
vaffalage to the republic ; Ruffia + once faw 
its capital and throne poffefled by the Poles; 
and Auftria, fcarce a century ago, was indebt- 


* In the 13th century, all Pruffia belonged to the knights 
of the Teutonic order. In 1454 that part, fince denomi- 
nated Polifh or Weftern Pruffia, revolted to Cafimir IV. 
and was afterwards incorporated into the dominions of the 
republic; at the fame time the knights were conftrained to 
hold the remaining part, called Eaftern Pru as-a fief of 
the crown of Poland. ae 1525, Eaftern Prufa was erecte 

into an hereditary duchy, and given to Albert of Branden- 
burg, as a Polifh fief. . Upon his death it fell to his fon 
Albert Frederick, who beirig impaired in his faculties, the 


1 


adminiftration was vefted firft in Joachim Frederick ele&tor 


of Brandenburg, and afterwards in Joachim’s fon John 
Sigifmond, who had married Alb daughter. Upon 
the demife a Albert without male heirs, John Sigifmond, 


who fucceeded to the duchy of Pruffia, did homage for 


l 
that duchy.as a vaflal of the embi; His grandfon Fre- 
derick William ‘ Elector, was the firft duke of 
Pruffia releafed from adge of feudal dependence by 


John Cafimir ; Eaften: rn | Prufa being declared a fovereign, 
independent, and hereditary duchy. 

Frederick, fon of Frederick William the Great, affumed 
the title of King of Pruffi yhich however the Poles 
never acknowledged until 1764, at the acceffion of Sta- 
niflaus Auguftus. His prefent majefty Fr ck TIT. by 
the late partition treaty, now poílelfes both Weftern and 
Eaftern Prufa. 

+ Under Sig 


Mofcow, and 


ifmond JIT. whofe troops got pofleffion of 
'hofe fon 1: adiflaus was chofen great duke 
of Mufcovy by a party of the Ruffian nobles. 
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his country for. the 


i 
, and almoft for 


or pro- 
rer have 


been fo re ove by them, had 
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there not been moit vi Imperiections 


A Li Ca Jf 
v been an object of 


( 


bition : or its 


German dominions and Eaftern 


31 XT t 
ral war, 


disjointed ftate of 


John Sobiefki, who compelled the Turks to raife the 


ul 


nna, and delivered the houfe of Auftria from 


the greateft dangers it ever experienced 


4 d 
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68 
By the acquifition of Weftern Pruffia, his 
dominions. would be rendered compact, and 
his troops in time of war be able to march 
from. Berlin to Koningfburgh without inter- 
ruption. The period was. now arrived, when 
the fituation of Poland feemed to promife the 
He. pur- 
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attainment of this favourite object. 
fued it, however, with all the caution of an 
able politician. On the commencement of 
the troubles, he fhewed no eagernefs to in- 
terfere in the affairs of this country; and 
although he had concurred with the emprefs 
of Ruflia in raifing Staniflaus Auguftus to the 
throne of Poland, yet he declined taking any 
active part in his favour againft the confederates. 
Afterwards, in 1769, when the whole king- 
dom became convulfed throughout with civil 
commotions, and defolated likewife by the 
plague; he, under pretence of forming lines 
to prevent the fpreading of the infection, 
advanced his troops into Polifh Pruffia, and 
occupied that whole diftrict. 

'Though now completely mafter of the 
country, and by no means apprehenfive of any 
formidable refiftance from the difunited and 
diftraéted Poles; yet, as. he was well aware 
that the fecurity of his new acquifition de- 
pended upon the acquiefcence of Ruffia and 
Auttria, 


ON OF POLAND. 
1e planned the partition of Poland. 


oe 3 
He communicated the project to the emperor, 
t 


her during their interview at Niefs in Silefia, 
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, or in that of the following year, at 
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ced the confederates, and 
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his army towards the 


roops in the c 
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ral courts of Vienna 
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g an uncontrouled af- 
cendancy over the whole country, fhe could 
propoíe no material advantage from the formal 
acquifition of a parts and muft. purchafe a 


moderate addition to he 


r territory by a confi 

derable furrender of authority. The king of 
Prufiia, well acquainted with the true interefts 
ith the 
capacity of d emprefs to difcern thofe in- 


of Ruffia in reg ard to 


terefts, forbore (it is faid) opening any nego- 
tiation on the fubje&t of the ica on, until 
fhe was involved in a Turkifh war. . At that 
crifis he difpatched his brother Prince Henry 
to Peterfburg, who fuggefted to the emprefs 
that the des of Auftria was forming an 
alliance with the Porte, which, if it took 
place, would create a moft formidable com- 
bination againft her; that, neverthelefs, the 
friendfhip of that houfe was to be purchafed 
by acceding to the partition ; that upon this 
condition the emperor was willing to renounce 
his connection n the Grand Signor, and 


[e] 


would. fuffer the Ruffians to pofi the 


interruption. Cat tharine, anxi- 


ous to pufh her ciem againft the Turks, 
and dreading the interpolition of the emperor 
c: perceiving likewife, from the 
intimate union between the courts of Vienna 


and 


in that quart 


and Berlin, that it would not be in her 


> 1 } 1 in 1 11 "TT 
at in the beginning or February; 
5 e 2 
aa HxudhesBafiias ^uftrian. and Prufa 
772, by the WKullian, Auttrian, and rruman 
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anxious expectation wnat 
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would DC 


yet fuch W 


the partitioning powers proceede 
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fome time the ratification of the treaty, 

only vague were entertained even 
£ 
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B: VERTES 
their real intentions ; 


MS. letters written from War- 
i : 


pp - 1) 
partition: the follo s 


g pafl 


will fhew the myfterious conduct of 


the uncertainty of the Poles concerning 
y g 


«€ On 


* prochaine entrée des troupes en Pologne," &c. May 6, 
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and the late lord Cathcart, the Englith mi- 
nifter at Peterfburg, was able to buds no au- 
thentic information of its fignature, until two 


months after the event. 

The firft formal notification of any pre- 
tenfions to the Polifh territory was in tfe 
month of a mber, 190028 announced to the 
king and fenate aflembled at Warfaw, by the 
Imperial -embaflador ; which was foon fol- 
lowed by ds memorials of the Ruffian and 
Pruffian courts, peewee their refpective 
claims. It would be tedious to enter into a 
detail of the pleas urged by the three powers 
in favour’ of their Several demands ; it, would 
be no lefs uninterefting to lay before the read- 
er, the anfwers and remonftrances of the king 


All the letters fpeak of the apprehenfions of difmember- 
i PP 
ment; but the firt. which mentions it with any certainty 


is fated May 19, which relates, that one of the king of 


Pruffia’s officers, pafling through Marienburgh, even faid, 
that the neighbourhood of that town had fallen to the king 
by the partition. 
May 30. ** On croit de plus .et plus qu'on nous 
là deffus ne peu- 
« vent pas étre fur de vaines imaginations et conjectures,’ 


&c. 


Auguft 13. “La bombe va crever, on acheve le traité 


& partagera, tant d'avis qui s'accordent 


2? 2. 


“ de partage,” &c. 
Auguft 24. © C’en eft fait, le traité ébauche au mois 
* de Fevrier vient de prendre confiftence,”’ &c. 


1 
anda 
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and fenate, as well as the a 


ftates which had guarantie 
Poland. The courts of "Dado t. 


rated 


holm, and Copenhagen, remonftrated 


the ufurpa itions ; but re »monftrat 


affi {tance could be of no effect. 


m ses to the difm erment, not without the 
mof ;and now, for the firft 
t ited the fatal effects of fac- 


1anded by the partitioning 
to 5 Hes the ceflion of the 
fome delay, convoked 


the following fummons: 


€ Xt A a EO aS -4l s 
* ter, and any further 


2 


to draw down 
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their country, the threats and bribes of the 
three powers, the partition-treaty was not 
carried through without much difficulty; 
For fome time the majority of the nuntios 
appeared determined to oppofe the difmem= 


i 
berment; and the king firmly perfifted in the 


fame reíolution. — The’ embafi of the 
three courts enforced th Meis ifitions by 
the moft alarming menaces; and threatened 


the king with depofition and Viae 
They alfo gave out by their emiffaries, that 
in cafe the diet continued re efractory, Warfaw. 
fhould be pillaged. This report was induf- 
trioufly de and made a fenfible im- 
preffion upon the inhabitants. By menaces 
of this fort, by corrupting the maríhal of the 
diet, who was accompa ied with a Ruffian 
guard; in a word, ii bribes, promifes, and 
threats, the members of the diet were at 
length prevailed on to ra atify the difmember- 
ment. «In the fenate, however, or upper 


houfe, there was a majority of only fix; in 
the lower houfe, or afiembiy of the nuntios, 


avour of the mea- 


of but one fingle vote in 
fure *. An act was then pafled to limit the 
q to the term of a few days, and dele- 
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were appointed, with full powers to 


) 
<j 


idjuft, in concert with the embafladors, all 
f the-difmemberment. The com- 


or delegates, on the breaking up 


( 
JQ 


in May, immediate ng entered upon 


ips ey EE the treaty or partition in 


ity to the dictates of the three 


iun&ure, feveral nobles were 
ifeftoes and remonftrances 


1 
i 


of the kingdom, againft the 


on of the próvinces, and to reprobate tl 


PY e e 
conduct or tne partitioning powers ; but 
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remonftrances were totally difre rarded, . and 


may be confi y as the laft convulfions 


 difmembe 
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the greateft lofs to Poland, as by the difmem- 
berment of that province, the navigation of 
the Viftula entirely depends upon the king of 
Prufa: by the lofs confequently of this 
diftrict, a fatal blow was given to the trade of 
Poland; for his Praffian majefty has laid fuch 
heavy duties upon the merchandize Se dn to 
Dantzic, as greatly to diminifh the commerc 
of that town, and to transfer a iine era ‘ble 
portion of it to Memmel and Konin efburgh. 
Although the limits of Poland were fettled 
by the treaty of partition, yet the Auftrians 
and Pruffians continually extended their fron- 
tiers: the emperor feized upon ig s 
even avowed an intention of taking pofl 
of Cracow and Kaminiec ; while Eb 
le: 


eged thefe ufurpations as a juftification for 
fir 
tha 


[o 
eo 
m 


ular encroachments on. his part; urging, 
t he could not, confiftent with his own (ee 
curity, fee the emperor increafing his domi- 
nions without following his example, and af- 
fuming an equivalent. 
arme was forced for a time to connive 
at thefe encroachments; but no fooner was 
peace * eftablifhed with the Turks, and the 
rebellion 
* The peace between the Emprefs and the Turks was 
figned on the 21ft of July, 1774, in Marfhal Romanzof’s 
camp 
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permanent footing, that exorbitant liberty *, 
which is the parent of faction, and has i proved 
the decline of the rei public. Under TTE 
of amending the edltbnitisi] they have con- 
firmed all its defects, and have taken effectual 
precautions to render this unhappy COME 
incapable of emerging from its prefent de- 
plorable ftate. 

The delegates, who ratified the treaty of 


J 


partition, being alfo empowered by the diet to 


concert with the three courts any alterations 
in the conftitution which might appear bene- 
ficial’ to the kingdom, continued fitting from 
May 1773 to March 1775, during which 
period the convocation of the ordinary diet 


was poftponed, until the members of the de- 
legation had agreed to all the innovations pro- 
pofed by the embafladors; and until ev y 
part of the government was finally arranged. 
Notwithftanding the wretched condition of 
Poland, and the refiftlefs power of the three 
courts, yet the king and the majority of the 
delegates long with-held: their confent to the 
propofed alterations. 

* * Our liberty," faid a Pole, “is like a two-edged 


* fword in the hand of an infant, and for that very reafon 
* our neighbours are anxious to preferve it entire," 


x Some 


IRE language. 
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were authorifed to conclude. 
it was 


At ‘all. events, 
propofal concerning the 
change of government is premature; a revo- 
lution of fuch extreme importance demands 
the moft deliberate examination, and ought 
not to be. hurried through, 


urged, the 


as if it was a cir- 
One 


of the delegates, who was moft violent in his 


Cumanos of no concern to the nation. 


er ae delivered his fentiments with a 
freedom which aftonifhed the aflembly ; and 


yho did.not under- 
ftand the Polith idiom, applied to.a Caftellan 


when the embafiadors, 


for an explanation of what was faid, the latter 
Hil Xcufed himfelf, under. pretence of not being 
daed rn Bg ficos EI aatan havi 
quauñea for the office. of interpreter, as hav ing 
but an imperfect the French 
| g When, at laft, one of the Pala- 
Wl tines, who was of the embaflador’s party, ac- 


knowledge of 


ted them with the contents of the fpeech ; 
T the orator ventured to thank him for explain- 
ing the purport of his harangue 


manner 5 


in fo able a 


while the praifes which, in a fine 


M I tone of irony, he affe&ed to beftow upon the 


WIE I| Palatine for ‘his readinefs to oblige, as well as 


i for his independent fpirit, occafioned much 
l; - 

TEN | mirth in the affembly.. The undifguifed ap- 

‘al ` 3 s h ~ " 

probation given by the greateft part of the 


members.to this orator, convinced the 


3 


em- 


ball 
liei 
cord 


date 
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bafladors that this was no time to obtrude 
their refolutions upon the delegates : they ac- 
cordingly broke up the meeting, and poft- 
poned the bufinefs to a future opportunity *. 
The next feffion, however, was not more fa- 


: y UE. 
vourable to their withes, nor did the p: 


zeal of the delegates feem’ to abate. 


oppofition indeed to this meafure continued fo 


violent, that more than a year elapfed before 


threats, bribery, and promifes, to obtain a 


majority ; and before the delegates, 

feduced into complia: t ally 

the change of government. This important 
point being obtained, the 

folved on the’ 12th of 


the articles were confirmed 


diet. 
The following note, delive the three 
éembafladors to the delegates on the 13th of 


September, 1775, will give the beft 


* The following paflage in. one of 


dated fo late as Nov. 12, 1774, will fhew the difficulty of 
» 1774 ) 


fettling with the delegates. 

« The plan for the permanent council continues to be 
€ read: it ftill excites continual debates, and more will 
* arife; but all wiil be finifhed according to the will of the 


* minifters.”” 


Vor. I. G 
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idea of the changes made in the conftitution. 
* The courts are fo interefted in the pacifi- 
* cation of Poland, that, while the treaties 
* are getting ready to be figned and ratified, 
* the minifters cannot lofe any of that valu- 
*' able“time, fo neceflary for the re-eftablifh- 
* ment of order, and the tranquillity of this 
* kingdom. We’ now, therefore, deliver to 
“ the delegation a part of thofe cardinal laws, 
“to the ratification of which our courts will 
“ not fuffer any contradiction. 

I. “ The crown of Poland fhall be for ever 
* elective, and all order of fucceflion pro- 
* fcribed: any perfon who {hall endeavour to 
break this law, íhall be declared an enemy 
* to his country, and liable to be punithed 
“ accordingly. 

II. * Foreign candidates to the throne, be- 
* ing the frequent caufe of troubles and di- 
* vifion, {hall be.excluded; and it fhall be 
** enacted, that, for the future, no perfon can 
* be chofen king of Poland, and great duke 
* of Lithuania, excepting a native Pole, of 
* noble * origin, and poflefüng land within 
* the.kingdom. The fon, or grandfon, of a 
* king of Poland, cannot be elected imme- 


a 
^ 


* That is, any gentleman. 
* diately 


nion 
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« diately upon the death of their father or 
* grandfather; nor fhall be eligible, till after 
“ an interval of two reigns. 

III. * The government of Poland fhall be 
* for ever free, independent, and of a repub- 
** lican form. 

IV. * The true principle of the faid go- 
* vernment confifting in the ftri& execution 
* of its laws, and the equilibrium of the three 
* eftates, namely, the king, the fenate, and 
* the equeftrian order; a Permanent Council 
<< (hall be eftablifhed, in which the executive 
« power fhall be vefted. In this council the 
** equeftrian order, hitherto excluded from the 
* adminiftration of affairs in the intervals of 
*€* the diets, {hall be admitted; as fhall be 
* more clearly laid down in the future ar- 
«4 rangements." 

Thefe arrangements having been carried 
into execution, I {hall make a few remarks 
upon the feveral articles. 

By the firft, the houfe of Saxony, and all 
foreign princes, who might be likely to give 
weight to Poland by their hereditary domi- 
nions, are rendered incapable of filling the 
throne. By the fecond, the exclufion of a 
king’s fon or grandfon, excepting after an in- 
terval of two reigns, removes the fainteft 


Po 
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profpe& of an hereditary fovereignty ; and 
entails upon the kingdom all the evils infepa- 
rable from that moft wretched form of go- 
vernment, an elective monarchy. By the 
third article, the Zerzm veto, and all the 
exorbitant privileges of the equeftrian order, 
are confirmed in their utmoft latitude; and 
by the laft, the prerogatives of the crown, 
before too greatly reduced, are ftill farther 
diminifhed. 

Before the conclufion of this chapter, it 
will be proper to mention the fate of the diffi- 
dents. Their pretenfions were finally fettled 
between the republic and the mediating 
powers, at the laft meeting of the delegates. 
The catholic party oppofed in fè violent a 
manner the reftoration of their ancient privi- 
leges, that, by the confent of the foreign 
courts, they continue excluded from the diet, 
the íenate, and the permanent council. In 
return, however, the diflidents enjoy the free 
exercife of their religion; are permitted ta 
have churches without bells; fchools and fe- 
minaries of their own; they are capable of 
fitting- in the inferior courts of juftice ; and 
in the. tribunal, appointed to receive appeals 
in matters of religion, three of their commu- 
nion are admitted as atleflors. 


9 In 
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toleration, the diffi- 
in different 
parts of 
occafi 
the following infcription : 
« Has ædes; Deo J. O.. facras 

«Cetus Varíovienfis in Auguft. Confeff. x 

« confenfu Staniflai Augufti Regis et Rei- 


* publice  ftruere ccpit. " Aprilis " 24, 
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Government of Poland.—Supreme and legifla- 
tive authority refides in the diet-—Executive 
power vefted in the permanent council.—Ori- 
gin of the diet—Place and time of afem- 
bling. — Ordinary | and extraordinary.— 
Convoked by the king. —Conftituent parts.— 
King, fenate, and nuntios.—Preceedings.— 
Liberum Ve eto.—Hiftory and caufes of its in- 
troduction.—Its dreadful effeéts—How re- 

| medied.— Diet of confederacy.—The plain of 

WM ii Vola where the kings are elected.— Account 

| | | of the diets of convocation and election. 


qa HE government of Poland is with 
I it great propriety ftyled a republic, be- 
Hy ni caufe the king is fo exceedingly limited in his 
| prerogative; that he refembles more the chief 
Hit d of a commonwealth, than the fovereign of a 
Mat powerful monarchy. s 
AR I The fupreme legiflative authority of this re- 
I i public refides in the three eftates of the realm, 
| | i (l the king, fenate, and equeftrian order, affembled 
Wl in a national diet *. The executive power, 


* For an account of the diet, fee the next chapter. 
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which was heretofore entrufted to the king and 
fenate, is now, according to the new form of 
government, vefted in the fupreme permanent 
ediubieil compofed of the king, and a certain 
number of members, elected every two years in 
the diet, by the majority of voices *. 

The gener: al diet of Poland enjoys, as I have 
before obferved, the fupreme a authority : it de- 
clares war, makes peace, levies foldiers, enters 
into alliances, impofes taxes, enacts laws; in a 
word, it exercifes all the rights of abfolute fo- 
vereignty. 

Some hiftorians place the earlieft diet in 
the reign of Cal imir the Great ; but it is very 
uncertain whether it was firft convened in his 
time ; and ftill more doubtful, of what mem- 
bers it confifted. Thus much: is unqueftiorr- 
able, that it was not until the reign of Cafi- 
mir III. that this national affembly was mo- 
delled into its prefent form +. 

The place of holding the. diets depended 
formerly upon the will of the kings; and 
Louis even fümmoned two in Hungary. In 
thofe early times Petricau was the town in 
which they were moft frequently affembled : 


* See in the Appendix to this volume an act for the 
eftablifhment of the permanent council. 
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but in. 1569, at the union of Poland ahd 
Lithuania, Warlaw was appointed. the place 
of meeting; and in 1673, it. was ena&ed, 
that of three íuccefüive diets, two fhould be 
held in this capital, and one at Grodno * in 
Lithuania. This regulation has been generally 
followed, until the reign of his prefent majefty, 
when the afíemblies have been uniformly füm- 
moned to. Warfaw +. 

Diets are ordinary and extraordinaty ; the 
former are convened every two years, the latter 
as occafion requires. In 1717 the ufual fea. 
fon for the meeting of the ordinary diets was 
fixed. for Michaelmas; but during the prefent 
reign it has been occafionally changed to the 
month of O&ober or November. 

The king, with the advice of the perma- 
nent council, convokes the diet, by means of 
circular letters iffued to all the Palatines in 
their refpective provinces, at leaft fix weeks 
before the time appointed for its meeting : 
thefe letters are accompanied with a. fhort 


iketch of the bufinefs to be agitated in the 
diet. 


* Lengnich, Hift. Pol. p. 262. 
t See Book II. Chap. VI. Art. Grodno. 
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The conftituent. parts of the dict are the 
three eftates of the realm, namely, 

The king, 

The fenate,; and 

The nobles or 
reprefentatives. 


gentry, by their nuntios or 


confidéred in his capacity 
the chief of 


I. The king, 
of prefident, is only, as it were, 
the diet: he fubfcribes all acts; figns all de- 
crees agreed. to by the affembly; iffues out 
all ordinances in his own name, and that of 
the republic, w ithout enjoying the right of 
negative in any of thofe particulars. He has 
no vote, excepting upon an equality of fuf- 


frages ; but is at liberty to deliver his fenti- 


e 
ments upon all queftions. His prefent ma- 


jefty is efteemed one of the moft eloquent 


among the Polith orators; he has an agree- 

able tone of voice, and much {kill in fuiting 

and varying his Aids to the fubjects of his 

difcourfe : he harangues with great energy 
: 


of ftwle'and dignity of manner; and his 


make a confiderable impreí- 
When 


£e 


fpeeches + ah 


fion upon the members of the diet. 


EET om hi 2f 
he rifes from his ieat, 


< J fum- 


he is difpofed to {peal 
advances a and cries out, 


mon 
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* mon the minifters of ftate to the throne.” 
Then the great officers of the:crown, who are 
fitting at the lower end of the fenate-houfe, 
come forward and ftand near the king. The 
four great marfhals {trike the ground at the 
fame time with their ftaffs of office; and the 
firt in rank fays, * The king is going to 
** fpeak ;” after which his majefty begins. 


II. The fecond eftate, or the fenate, is com- 
pofed of fpiritual and temporal fenators. 

1. The bifhops: or fenators fpiritual have 
the precedence over the temporal {enators. 
The archbifhop of Gnefna is primate and 
chief of the fenate, and viceroy in cafe of an 
interregnum. 

2. The temporal are Palatines, Caftellans, 
and the great officers of ftate. The palatines 
are the governors of the provinces, who hold 
their offices for life. In time of war, when 
the army of the republic is fummoned, the 
palatines levy and lead the force: of their pa- 
Jatinates into the: field, according to the te- 
nure of feudal fervices; in time of peace, 
they convoke the aflemblies of the. palatin- 
ates, prefide in the county courts of juttice, 
and judge the Jews within their refpe&tive 
jurifdictions, &c. The Caftellans are divided 


into 


ej 
info 
in ti 
the 

they 
who 
diftr 
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into Grand and Petty Caftellans: their office, 
in time of peace, is merely nominal ; but when 
the military or feudal fervices are required, 
they are the lieutenants of the palatines, under 
whom they command the troops of the feveral 
diftricts in the palatinates. 

The minifters of ftate, who fit in the fenate, 
are fixteen in number; namely, the two great 
marthals of Poland and Lithuania, the two 
fub-marfhals, the two great chancellors, the 
two vice-chancellors, the two great generals, 
the two little generals, the two great trea- 
furers, and the two fub-treafurers. 

All the fenators were formerly appointed by 
the king; but by the late change of govern- 
ment, his majefty’s choice is reftricted to one 
of three candidates prefented by the permanent 
council *. The fenators, once nominated, 
cannot be deprived of their charges, excepting 


by the diet. 


III. The third eftate is formed by the 
nuntios or reprefentatives of the equeftrian 
order. Thefe reprefentatives are chofen in 
the dietines or aífemblies of each palatinate, 
in which every noble or gentleman, at the 


* See Appendix, N° i. 
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age of.cighteen, has a vote, or is capable of 


being .ele&ted. | There. is. no qualification. in 
point of „property required, either for the 
'S.or elected; it is only neceffary that 

the ie fhould be a noble ; that is, a perfon 
not engaged in trade. or commerce, paa aa 
nd. himfelf, or the e fon of a » Pari gos ing 


proceedings of the diet are as 
follow : e king, fenate, and nuntios, firft 
thedral of Warfaw, 
and dix Ae se a fermon. . After fervice, 


meet all 


the members of the fenate, or upper-houfe; 
Ipsis to the fenate-houfe ; and the nuntios, 
r-houfe to their chamber, when the 


uy of, voices, a mar- 
| Jueftrian order: in 
preclude saneceffüry i delays, the elec- 

ed to take place within three 


lutem nobilis qui patre nobili natus in fuis poí- 
vivens juribus nobilium utitur. Leng. J. P. 3 
?.— Les nobles qui ont des terres, leurs enfans males, 
$, et autres qui font reconnus pour avoir leuré 
ons et être de race ancienne et noble. Loix et Conf. 

de la Diete de 1768, p. 62. 


WwW h ic 


The 
the 1 
follo 


e . RA 1 
days aiter their meeting *. Two-days after 


^ Ae : E. Se Vi ^ p 
the choice of their {peaker, the king, fenate, 


and nuntios, aflemble in the fenate-houfe, 


which is called the junction of the two houfes. 
The nuntios then kif the king’s hand; and 


a 
ye diet take their places in the 


| the members of 


following orc 


| yaifed. throne, under a canopy at the upper 


end of the apartment. At the lower end, 


ic 


opvofite the throne, fit in armed chairs tl 
I 


£0 * Formerly, it being ftipulated that the el 


hal fhould take place as foon as poflible, in moft diets 


mar 


time elapfed before a marfhal was chofen; and 


mi 
vice, the t is confined to 
-houfe, | weeks, it fometimes happened, that the nuntios could 


never agree in the choice; and feveral diets broke 


tranfacting any bufinefs. Connor, who vifite 


John Sobiefki’s on, fays upon this head 


ms to be 


all the while, otherwife he would have no vote l 


le& 


« for him; and commonly they prolong the election, that it 
4 J > I M 


» 
1| 


date’s charges.’ | 


the time allowed for 


See Lens 


p. 322. and Loix 
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minifters of ftate. The bifhops *, palatines,, 
and caftellans, are ranged in three rows of 
armed chairs, au from the throne on 
each fide; and behind thefe are placed the 
nuntios upon benches covered with red cloth. 
The. fenators have the privilege of wearing 
their caps, but the nuntios remain un- 
covered. 

All the, members being feated, the Pacta 
Conventa are read; when the {peaker of the 
equeftrian order, as well. as each nuntio, is 
empowered to interrupt the perufal by re- 
monílrating againft the infringement of any 
particular article, and demanding at the fame 
time a redrefs of grievances. ‘Then the great 
chancellor propofes, in the king’s name, the 
queftions to be taken into confideration ; after 
which, his. majefty nominates three fenators, 
and the fpeaker fix nuntios, to prepare the 
bills, The diet, by majority of voices, chufes 
a committee to examine the accounts of the 


* Including the archbifhops of Gnefna and Vilna, each 
at the head of his refpective fuffragans. 

"The reader will find a print, whieh gives a faithful 
reprefentation of the diet, in Connor's Hiftory of Poland, 
v. II. p. 82. One trifling error muft be corrected: the 
feats marked riri are for the minifters of ftate, when 
not ftanding near the throne. 
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treafury. The members * of the permanent 
council are ele&ed in the manner mentioned 
in the preceding chapter. 

Thefe preliminary tranfactions ought to be 
difpatched in the {pace of three weeks; at 
which period the two houfes feparate: the 
nuntios retire into their own chamber, and all 
the bills undergo a feparate difcuffion in both 
houfes. 'Fhofe which relate to the treafury, 
are approved or rejected by the fentiments of 
the majority. But in all ftate-matters + of 


* The equeftrian members of, the laft permanent coun- 
cil are permitted to be prefent in this affembly without 
having any vote, until the refolutions of the council are 
approved by the diet. The fenators, who- have a feat in 
the council, are prefent of courfe. 

4 Matters of ftate are thus defined by the conftitution 
of 1768. 1. Increafe or alteration of the taxes, 2. Aug- 
mentation of the army. 3. Treaties of alliance and peace 
with the neighbouring powers. 4. Declaration of war. 
$. Naturalization and creation of nobility. 6. Reduction 
of the coin. 7. Augmentation or diminution in the 
charges of the tribunals, or in the authority of the minifters 
of peace and war. 8. Creation of places. 9. Order of 
holding the diets or dietines. 10. Alterations in the tri- 
bunals 411, Augmentation of the prerogatives of the 
fenatus-confulta. 2. Permiffion to the king to purchafe 
lands for his fucceffors. 13.  Arrier-ban, or fummoning 
the nobles to arms. 

In all thefe cafes unanimity is requifite; See Loix et 
Conft. de la Diete de 1768, p. 46. 
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the higheft importance no refolution of the 
diet is valid, unlefs ratified by the unanimous 
affent of every nuntio; each of whom is able 
to fufpend all proceedings by his exertion of 
the Liberum Veto. 

The diet muft not fit longer than fix weeks : 
on the: firft day, therefore, of the fixth week 
the fenate and nuntios meet again in the 
fenate-houfe. The ftate-bills (provided they 
are unanimoufly agreed to by the nuntios, an 
event which feldom happens in a free diet) 
are pafled into laws; but if that unanimity 
be wanting to them, they ftand rejected ; and 
the bufinefs relating to the treafury, which 
has been carried by a majority, is read. and 
regiftered. 

At the conclufion of the fixth week the 
laws, which have pafied, are figned by the 
{peaker and nuntios; and the diet is of courfe 
diffolved. 

The extraordinary diets are fubject to the 


fame regulations as the ordinary diets, with 
this difference, that they cannot, by the con- 
fütutions of 1768, continue longer than a 
fortnight. The fame day in which the. two 


© 


houfes affembie in the fenate-houfe, the quef- 


nuntios retur! 
chamber. 


B UM 


E f VEU O 


2 
< 


chamber. . On the thirteenth day from t 
firft meeting, the two houfes are again united ; 


and on the fifteenth day, after the laws have 


been read and figned, the diet breaks up as 
ifual. 


The mof extraordinary charaéteriftic in 
the conftitution of Poland, and which feems 


peculiarly to diftinguifh this government from 
all others, both in antient and modern times, 
is the Liberum Veto, or the power which each 
nuntio enjoys in a free diet *, not only like 
the tribunes of antient Rome, of putting a 
negative upon any law, but even of diffolvi ing 
the affembly. That every member of a nu- 
merous fociety fhould be invefted with fuch 
a dangerous elege in the midt of the 
moft important natior nal tranfactions, is a 
cireumítance in itfelf fo incredible, as to 
deferve a minute enquiry into the caufes 
which introduced a cuftom fo pregnant 
with anarchy, and fo detrimental to public 
welfare. 

The privilege in quet ion is not to be found 


in any period of the Polifh eee antece- 


ümity is requifite, is dif- 


fe 


acy, in which all bufir 


i fi 
tinguifhed from a diet of confeder 
is carried by the ma jori ity . 
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dent to the reign of John Cafimir. -It was 
under his adminiftration, that in the year 
1652, when the diet of Waríaw was debating 
upon tranfactions of the utmoft importance 
which required a Ípeedy determination, that 
Sicinfki, nuntio of Upita in Lithuania, cried 
out, ** I ftop the proceedings *.” Having ut- 
tered thefe words, he quitted the aflembly, 
and, repairing imme diately to the chancellor, 
protefted ; that as many acts had been pro- 
pofed and carried. contrary to the conftitution 
of: the republic, if the diet continued to fit, he 
fhould confider it as an infringement of the 
laws. The members were thunderítruck at 
a proteft.of this nature, hitherto unknown 
Warm debates took place about the propriety 
of continuing or diffolving the diet : at length, 

; venal and difcontented faction, 
the proteft, obtained the ma- 
jority; and the aflembly broke up in great 
confufion. 


This tranfaction changed entirely the con- 
{titution of Poland, and gave an unlimited 
{cope to mifrule and faction. The caufes 
which induced the Poles to acquiefce in 
eftablifhing the Lizberum Veto, thus cafually 
codice were probably the following. 

* Leng. Jus Pub. v. II. p. 215. 
r. It 


, in whofe 


ion of the 
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and as the fole power of levying all pecuniary 
aids refided in the diet; all the nuntios, who 
oppofe the railing of additional fubfidies, fe- 
conded the propofal for fhortening the dura- 
tion of that affembly. 4. But the principal 
reafon, which carried through, and afterwards 
fupported the power of diflolving diets, is to 
be derived from the influence of fome of the 
great neighbouring powers, interefted to fo- 
ment anarchy and confufion in the Polith 
counfels. Before this period, if they withed 
to form a cabal, and to carry any point in the 
national affembly, they were obliged to fecure 
a majority of votes: under the new arrange- 
ment they were able to attain th 


reir end on 
much eafier terms; and to put an end to any 
diet unfriendly to their views, by the corrup- 
tion of a fingle member. 
The bad effe&s of the Liberum Veto were 
foon felt by the 


he nation to fuch an ala 
degree, that all 


ming 
| the members in the diet of 
1670 bound themíelves by an oath not to 
exert it; and even paffed a refolution that 
it fhould be entirely void of effec during the 
continuance of that meeting.  Notwithftand. 
ing, however, 


thefe falutary precautions, one 
Zabokrzifki, 


nuntio from the palatinate of 


Bratlau, 


contr 
From 
bur 
fatal 
diet: 
Mic 
thirt 
fo tl 
diets 
Opera 
conti 
tice, | 
with 
fo ftr 


attack 


LIBER UM. V E T.O. IOI 


Cus 
Bratlau, interpofing his negative, brought this 
very diet to a premature diffolution *. 

This Liberum Veto, indeed, has been al- 
ways confidered by the moft intelligent Poles 
as one of the principal caufes, which has 
contributed to the decline of their country. 
From the æra of its eftablifhment public 


1 


bufinefs has continually fuffered the moft 


fatal interruption; it abruptly broke up feven 
diets in the reign of John Cafimir ; four under 
Michael; feven under John Sobieífki; and 
thirty during the reigns of the two Augufti: 
fo that, within the fpace of 112 years, 48 
diets have been precipitately diffolved by its 
operation; during which period Poland has 
continued almoft without laws, without juf- 
tice, and, excepting the reign of John Sobiefki, 


with few fymptoms of military vigour. Yet 


fo ftrongly did the motives above difplayed 
attach the Poles to this pernicious privilege, 
that in the act of confederacy, framed in 1696, 
after the deceafe of John Sobiefki, the Lzberum 
Veto is called the deareft and moft invaluable 
palladium of Polifh liberty +-. 
The Poles, however, having fatally expe- 
rienced the diforders arifing from the Libe- 
* Zawodchi Hift. Arcana. 
+ Unicum et fpecialiffimum Jus Cardinale, 
H 3 rum 
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rum Veto, would certainly have abolifhed it, 
if they had not been prevented by the parti- 
tioning powers: and it full exifts in its full 
force *. It fhould be obferved, that neither 
the king nor the fenate, but only the nuntios, 
enjoy the power of interpofing this negative 
upon the proceedings of the diet +. 


* It would appear, at firft fight, as if, by the following 
regulation, eftablifhed by the diet of 1768, the exertion of 
the Liberum Veto was in fome inftances reftrained. “ The 
* abfence of a nuntio, who has interrupted the proceed- 
« ings of the diet, fhall be no. hindrance to the tranfaction 
« of treafury matters." Loix et Conft. de la Diete de 
Varfovie, 1768, p. 56. But this reftriction of the Liberum 
Veto, in effect, is of no validity. 

For among the cardinal laws eftablifhed by the fame 
diet, it is enacted, « that matters of ftate cannot be paffed 
& but by a free diet and unanimous-confent;" p. 18, 
And again, “ that after the treafury bufinefs, matters of 
« ftate fhall be brought forward, when the oppofition of 
«a fingle nuntio fhall ftop all proceedings;" p. 56. 
And in another place, it is decreed, that in free diets, the 
« Liberum Veto fhall hold good in all matters of ftate 5” 
p.44. When we recollect the definition of ftate matter 
(p- 95, note 4), we cannot but perceive, that the power 
of interpofing a negative ftill effectually exifts; yet any 
limitation is of fome fervice, as it tends to the introduction 
of order. Since 1777, feveral free diets have been con- 
vened ; but without effecting any materjal alteration. 

+ Lengnich fays, that the fenators have the power of 
breaking up the diet; but he adds, that they never make 
ufe of this privilege; Jus Pub. IL. p. 46. which amounts 
to the fame as their not having it. 


It 


C. D. EBER UM VETO. 103 


It will naturally ftrike the reader, that if 
every reprefentative pofleffes the Liberum Veto, 
how can any tranfaction be carried on? or 
how is it poffible that any one bill fhould 
pafs into a law? for no motion can be con- 
ceived which is not liable to be oppofed by 
the intrigues of party, or the jealoufy of 
the neighbouring powers. In order, there- 
fore, to avoid the anarchy attendant upon 
free diets through the operation of the Lz- 
berum Veto, the Poles have lately had recourfe 
to diets by confederacy ; which, though com- 
pofed of the fame members, and held under 
the fame exterior forms as free. diets, differ 
from them in the effential circumftance of 
allowing bufinefs to be determined by the 
plurality of votes, Thefe diets have long 
been known to the conftitution, and have 
at times been ufed upon extraordinary emer- 
gencies ; but within thefe ten years they have 
been regularly held at the ftated time for 
fummoning ordinary diets, Indeed, accord- 
ing to the true principles of the Polifh go- 
vernment, no confederacy ought to be entered 
into, excepting upon the following occa- 
fons: in defence of the king's perfon, upon 
any foreign invafion or domeftic confpiracy ; 
and during an interregnum at the diets of 

H 4 convocation 
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convocation and election *. But as no other 
means have been found to prevent perpetual 
anarchy, the nation is obliged to fubmit to an 
infringement of the conftitution, which ope- 
rates for the general good +. 


DUBII OX SEX ECT PONI 


During my continuance at Warfaw I vifited 
the fpot where the kings of Poland are chofen. 
I was fo fortunate as to be accompanied by a 
nobleman of the fenate, who obligingly ex- 
plained all the forms and ceremonies of the 
election, and anfwered all the queftions which 
my curiofity fuggefted to me upon the oc- 
cafion. Immediately upon my return to War- 
faw, while the impreffion was yet warm upon 
my memory, I noted down the following ac- 
count of the place and mode of election : I 
Was more circumftantial than ufual, as well 
becaufe the fubject is interefting ; as becaufe 


* It is decreed, however, by the code of 1768, that in 


“every diet of convocation all ftate matters muft pafs una- 


nimoufly, p. 58. 

+ But as it is enacted by the diet of 1768, that all 
matters of ftate muft be carried unanimoufly in free diets, 
I prefume that the diets by confederacy only tranfa& the 
common bufinefs, without making any new laws, or repeal- 
ing old ftatutes. 


moft 


. 5. DIET OF ELECTION. 


moft of the defcriptions which I have read of 
this ceremony abound with errors. 

The fpot, which is fettled by the conftitu- 
tion for the place of election, is the plain of 
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Vola, about three miles from the capital. 
In the midft of this plain are two enclofures 
of ground, one for the fenate, and the other 
for the nuntios. The former is of an ob. 
long fhape, furrounded by a kind of rampart 
or ditch ; in the midft of which is erected, at 
the time of election, a temporary building of 
wood, called /zepa, covered at top and open 
at the fides. Near it is the other enclofure 
for the nuntios, of a circular fhape, from 
which it derives its name of Zo/a or circle, 
within which there is no building erected, 
the nuntios aflembling in the open . air. 
When the two chambers are joined, they meet 
within the Ze/z, the fenators chairs and the 
benches for the nuntios being ranged in the 
fame regular order as in the fenate-houfe at 
Waríaw, while the feat of the primate is 
placed in the middle. The /zopa is always 
pulled down at the conclufion of the election ; 
fo that I could only trace the fite of the en- 
clofures, the ramparts of earth remaining in 
the fame ftate. I had an opportunity, how- 
ever, of feeing a painting reprefenting the /zopa 


and 
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and whole {cene of election, which, as I was 
informed, was deis accurate. 

But before I defcribe 
be neceffary to give a fhort 


it may 


cipal occurrences which arsed that cere- 
mony. 

Upon the king’s demiíe the interregnum 
commences: the regal authority is then vetted 
in the archbifhop of Gnefna primate of Poland, 
as interrex or regent. He announces the 
death of the king by circular letters, convokes 
the dietines and diets of convocation ; and, in 
a word, performs all the functions of royalty 
during the vacancy in the throne. 

The diet, which is firft convened- upon the 
fovereign's deceafe, is called the diet of con- 
vocation; and is always held at Warlaw, 
previous to the diet of election, which aflem- 
bles in the plain of Vola. The fovereign au- 
thority refides in this affembly, in the fame 
manner as in thofe which are fummoned 
while the throne is filled. The primate pre- 
fides like the king, with this difference, that 
he does not place himfelf upon the throne, 
but fits in an armed chair ftationed in the 
middle of the fenate-houfe, ‘The diet iffues 
out - or ordinances, arranges or changes 
the form of government, fettles the Pacta 
Gonventa, 


DITET OF ELECTION 


c. §. 
Conventa, and appoints the meeting of the 
diet of election. ‘The interval between the 
death of the king and the nomination of his 
facceflor is uncertain; its longer or fhorter 
duration depending upon the intrigues and 
cabals of the candidates, or the pleafure of 
thofe foreign powers, who give law to Poland. 
It is always ate of turbulence and licen- 
tioufnefs ; the kingdom is divided into parties 


and factions ; juftice is in a manner fufpended ; 


and the nobles commit every diforder with 


impunity. 

Unanimity * being requifite in all matters 
of ftate, it is eafy to conceive the delays and 
the 
ployed to gain the members in the diet of 


cabals, influence and corruption, em- 


convocation. As foon as all the points are 
adjufted, whether the ‘acts have paffed unani- 
moufly ,or otherwife, the members, previous 
to their feparation, enter into à general con- 
federacy to fupport and maintain the refolu- 
tions of the diet. 

* This. unanimity, in faét, does not exit; for the 
ftrongeft fide forces’ the weaker.to accede or to retire. 
Yet in the diet of 1768 it was enacted, that in the diets 


of convocation ftate queftions could only be carried una- 


nimoufly. Several diets of convocation have been fre- 
quently affembled before all the affairs could be finally 


arranged. 


4. At 
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At the appointed day the diet of election is 


‘affembled, during which Warfaw and its en- 


virons is a fcéne of confufion, and frequently 
of bloodfhed. The chief nobility have large 
bodies of troops in their fervice, and repair to 
the diet attended by their numerous vaflals 
and a large retinue of domeftics; while each 
petty baron, who can afford to maintain them, 
parades about with his retainers and flaves. 
On the day in which the diet of election 
is opened, the primate, fenate, and nobility, 
repair to the cathedral of Warfaw, to hear 
maís and a fermon; from whence they pro- 
ceed in due order to the plain of Vola. The 
fenators enter the /zopa, and the nuntios take 
their places within the Zo/z; while’ the other 
nobles are ítationed in the plain. The fe- 
nate and the nuntios, after having pafled their 
refpective refolutions, as in the ordinary diets, 
aflemble together in the kola, when the pri- 
mate, feated in the middle, lays before them 
the objects to be taken into confideration ; 
the Patla Conventa, fetled at the diet of çon- 
vocation, are read and approved, all neceflary 
rrangements made, and the day of election 
appointed. The diet then gives audience to 
the foreign minifters, who are permitted by 
recommendation to interfere in the. choice of 


a king, 
et 


a king, and to the advocates of the féveral 
candidates. All thefe affairs take up {fevera]} 
days; and would 


nated, as unanimity 


bly was not overawed by the forei 


e gn troops, 
who are always quartered near the plain of 
election. 


Upon the day ap pointed for the ele&ion, the 


p ES IIS actis ceed 
ienate and nuntios affemble, as before, in the 


kola, while the nobles are ranged in the 


field in fe eparate bodies, according g to their feveral 
palatinates, with ftandards borne b 
and the principal officers of each diítrict on 


efor 


horfeback. The primate, having declared 
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On the following day the fenate and nun- 
tios return to the plain; the fuccefsful.can- 
didate. is again proclaimed, and a deputy 
difpatched to acquaint him of his election; as 
no candidate is allowed to be prefent. After 
the proclamation, the gentry retire; and 
the diet, having appointed the diet of coro- 
nation, is diffolved. 

All ele&ions are. contefted : not indeed 
upon the ípot; for the terror of a neigh- 
bouring army has, for fome time paft, forced 
the nobles to appear unanimous. But the 
party who diffent, retiring from the plain, 
remonftrate; and if they are fufficiently 
ftrong, a civil war enfues. Indeed the con- 
fufion, diforder, and bloodfhed which former- 
ly attended thefe popular elections would 
ftill be renewed, if it were not for the inter- 
ference of foreign troops: and thus the coun- 
try draws fome advantage from an evil, which 


+ 


he Poles as the difgrace and 
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* the expences above the receipts, namely, 
* 6,201,755 florins = £. 175,048. 155. ; but 
“as a part of the antient revenues muft 
* be abolifhed, the new taxes muft yield 
**-105236,747 florins —47.284,353. 135.44. 
* The treafury of Lithuania produces the an- 
*f -nual fum of 3,646,628 —//. 101,295. 4s. 6d. 
æ: the expences amount to 6,478,142 = 
* £.179,948. 75. 6d. The revenues ought 
* therefore to be augmented 2,831,514 == 
« £.78,653.35. 47. But as fome antient im- 
* pofts muft be abolifhed, the new taxes muft 
* yield 4,250,481 — /,.118,068. 185, 44. *" 
Poland, by; the late difmemberment, loft 


neatly half of her annual income; namely, 


that part arifing from the ftarofties now oc- 
cupied by the partitioning powers; from the 
duties +. upon merchandize fent down the 
Viftula to Dantzic; and particularly from the 
profits of the falt mines in Auftrian Poland. 
Thofe. of Wielitíka f alone amounted to 
3,500,000 Polifh florins, or £.97,222 fter- 
ling, which was nearly equal to a fourth, part 


* Loix et Conft. de la Diete de 1768, p. 70. 

+ The greateft part of thefe duties are now paid to the 
king of Pruffia. 

t See Book II. Chapter 2, 


§ of 


D.Ó6. REVENUES OF POLAND. 112 
of the government revenues before the parti 


tion. 

In order to fupply this deficiency, it be- 
came neceflary to new-model and increaís 
the taxe 


s. Accordingly, in the diet of 1775, 
a few of the old taxes were abolifhed ; fome 


were augmented; and others were added ; fo 


as to make the neat revenues.as high as they 
were | the difmemberment. 

The principal taxes are as follow : 

Poll-tax of.the Jews. Each Jew, both 
male and female, infants and adults, pays 


three Polifh florins, or about is. 84. per 
annum ; this pisi nde which is of very old 


ftanding, was augmented in 1775 a florin per 
head. 


A fourth of the ftarofties. T 


great h 


fs of the crown, in the king’ 


holden by the pofleflors. during life. ‘The 
ftaroft enjoys, befide large eftates in land, 
territorial jurifdiction ; the fourth: of his re- 


venues arifing from the land is paid into the 
treafury of the republic. By the late change 


of government thefe ftarofties; after the de- 
nife of the perfons now enjoying tl 
of thofe who have the reverfion; 
o the public, and their whole amc 
Vor. I. Í be 


[0] 


$ 
d 


B. f. 
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be appropriated to the expences of govern- 
ment *. 

Excife of beer, mead, and fpirituous liquors 
diftilled from corn. This article muft not 
be inconfiderable, confidering the quantity of 
torn grown in Poland, which, for want of 
external commerce, cannot be exported, and 
the propenfity of the people to fpirituous 
liquors. 

Monopoly of tobacco. Different duties. 
upon importation and exportation. For- 
merly all the nobles were permitted to im- | 
port and export foreign goods and merchan- 
dize free of duty, a privilege which effectually 
diminifhed, and almoft abforbed, the profits 
of the tax in queftion. In 1775 this right 
was abolifhed ; and all imported and exported 
commodities now pay duty without any dif- 
tinction: Confidering the great quantity of 
foreign manufactures introduced into Poland, | 
and chiefly for the ufe of the nobility, this 
alteration muft make a confiderable addition to | 
the revenues of government. 

Tax upon chimnies. Before the partition, 
this tax was confined to Lithuania: in 1775 


* Sce the account of thé Permanent Council, Appendix; | NE 


NAT. 
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it was rendered general and confiderably aug- 
mented: it is the» moft profitable -of all the 
taxes, but lies very heavy upon the common 
people and peafants. E ach chimney is aflefled 
in the following proportion. In palaces, or 
houfes of the chief iint n 16 Polith 
florins per ann. == about 8 s: 2 ; houfes of 
the principal merchants in W jid at 15 == 


7 


75. 7d.5 other brick houfes from 10 to 14 
= from 55. 7id. to 7 s. 35d.5 v wooden houfes 
from 6 to 8 = from 3». 4d. to 4s. bids 
beft houfes in other large towns 12 = 65. 84. ; 
in the fmall towns and villages from 6 to 8 
4d. to 45. 6£d.; peafants cottages 

5 t0 7 = 25. 9&d. to 4s. The peas 
fants pay no other tax to government; and 
indeed, confidering their poverty, and the 
oppreflon of their lords and great nobility, 
this addition is more than they can well fup- 
port. 

All. thefe feveral impofts amount to 
11,628,461 Polifh florins, or £. 323,012 fter 
ling. 

The king received before the partition a 
neat revenue of 7,000,000 Polifh florins, or 
£L- 194500, which arofe from the royal de- 
mefnes and the profit of the falt-works. In 
order to indemnify him for the lofs of the 


l2 
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falt-works, and the royal eftates fituated in 
the ‘difmembered provinces, he draws from 
the “public treafury 2,666,666 florins; ‘or 
£.743;074 fterling ; which, in addition to the 
remaining royal demefnes, and fome {tarofties 
granted for his ufe, make his prefent income 
the fame as before the dif{memberment. Out 
of this income he only pays his houfhold ex- 
pences and menial fervants ; the falary of the 
preat officers of ftate, and the other general 
expences, ‘being fupplied from the public 
fund. The whole revenue of government, 
including the royal demefnes and  ftarofties 
lately granted to the king, amount to 
15,961,795 florins, or £443,938; and by 
fubftracting the 7,000,000 florins appropriated 
to the king’s privy purfe, there remains for 
the fupport ‘of the army, the falaries of the 
great officers of ftate, and other general charges, 
only 8,961,795 florins, or £.248,938. Is.-a 
fum fo fmall, that it hardly feems in any wife 
equal to the purpofes for which it is defigned. 
And yet it is adequate to the ordinary current 
expences: for the regular army is fmall, the 


»reat off tate receive little or nothing 
from t treafury, being amply re- 
led. royal fiefs, which are fo nu- 


waraca 
X DENN. MENU ern DU Eta er} Jon du 
merous and prontabie; each palatinate pays 


its 


17 


its. own ^officers from its private .treafury ; 


juftices-of the peace, 
and other civil officers who: enjoy: territorial 
jurifdiction, may enrich themfelves fufficiently 


by.extortions and oppreffions without any 
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Poland contains feveral navigable rivers 
which flow through its domon in al 
directions; and convey its exports to' t 
havens of the Baltic: 


tula ‘and 


the rivers falling into. it, the pro- 
duc&ions of the palatinates of Cracow, Lublin, 


anc Ner: "PE e est Y. a5" at Giaa 
and Mafovia, are íent to Thorn,» and from 


y7 


thence to -Dantzicoand Koniefbureyo By the 


Niemen the commodities of 
tranfported to Memmel ; and 
thofe of 


to Riga. The chief exports 
5 
Í 


all fpecies o grain, hemp, flax, cattle, ‘ matts, 
planks, timber for fhi ip-building, it and 
+a } n "P " r +. ~~ 21 (etl 
tar, honey, wax, tallow, pot-aíh, and leather: 


its imports are foreign wines, cloths, ftuffs 
UY Mies: TE | ri ~ e 
manufactured filks and cotton, fine linen; 


1 
[74 harc 
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hardware, tin, copper, filver and gold, 
ware, furs, &c. 

From the. various productions and’ great 
fertility of Poland, its trade might be t 
to a confiderable height; but eite following 
eaufes tend to fupprefs the {pirit of com- 
merce. 

I. The nobles are degraded if they engage 
in any kind.of traffic... 2. The burghers of 
the: large towns are not fufficiently rich to 
eftablifh any manufactures ; and either through 
want of induftry, or through. dread of. exceflive 
extortions; from. the principal nobility, leave 
almoft all-the retail-trade. in the hands. of 
foreigners and. Jews. ‘The inhabitants of the 
fmall towns, who are expofed to greater op- 
preffions, are {till more difqualified from. pur- 
fuing, any--branch of commerce. 3. The 


peafants being flaves, and the property of 


their mafter, cannot retire from the place 
of their nativity without his confent. John 
Albert, obferving that. commerce could never 
flourith while this reftriction fubfifted,; enacted; 
that one peafant in a family fhould be per- 
mitted. to quit his village, either for the pur- 
pofe of trade or literature ; but the claufe, by 
which they were enjoined to obtain the con- 
x ; fent 
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fent of the lord, fruftrated the purpofe of this 
excellent law, and rendered it nugatory *. 

As the Poles are obliged to draw from 


foreign countries the greateft part of the 


manufactured. goods neceflary for their inte- 
rior confumption; the fpecie which is ex- 
ported exceeds the imported more than 
20,000,000 Polith florins, or £- 555,555. 
Poland has been called the granary of the 
North ; an appellation which it feems to de- 
ferve rather from its former than from its pre- 
fent fertility. For its lands not being fuffi- 
ciently cultivated, as well on account of the 
flavery of the peafants, as the unequal diftri- 
bution of property ; the exportation of corn 
is by no means anfwerable to the general 
nature of the foil, or the extent of its pros 
vinces, which, if properly improved, would 
be capable of fupplying half Europe with 
grain. Several palatinates in Poland, and 


more particularly Podolia and  Kiovia, are 


extremely adapted to the production of grain : 
though many parts of thefe provinces remain 
uncultivated ; yet the portion which is in til- 
lage yields a greater fupply than is neceffary 
for the confumption of the inhabitants. The 


bad. doen 
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only method of employing the overplus is to 
extract from it a {pirituous liquor. ` But an 
ingenious Polifh author* has fhown, that 
abt ving in queftion mig ght undoubtedly 
down the Dnie fter through 
Turkiíh Mo P and ‘open an intercourfe 


with the ports of the Black Sea.’ This pro- 
ject was formerly in agita ition: 
During the reign of € igifmond Auguftus, 


Cardinal raf odds in Panem through 
lolia, being much ftruck with the fertility 
of that province, firft fuggefted the meafure ; 


and Sigifmond, having obtained the concur- 


J 


rence of the grand Signor, actually y difpatched 
{fome Poles down the icc to explore the 


{tate of the river. But the perfons em 


X 4 


on this occafion, happening after a few days 


voyage to meet with fome impediments from 
rocks and 


id- banks, : declared, without any 
further examination, that the Dneifter was not 
navigable ; and alt hough Commandon repre- 


ited to. the king, that the obftacles pointed 


fs eoa, cl : > TY spere moss) pues c 
out might, without any great difficulty, be 
* M. de Wiebitfki, a Polith gentleman of great learn- 
ing and inf rmation, The treatife alluded to in this and 
other places of thi 


s work, is written in the Polifh language; 
tic Letters, addreffed to the Chancellor 
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irmounted ; he jec tponed, 


{ 
4 
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udicious autnor 
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in touching upon this iu 
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III. MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT. 


The king has a corps of near 1,000 troops 
in bis own pay, and entirely dependent upor 
himfelf. Thefe troops confift chiefly of Ulans 
or light horfe, who furnifl 
efcort which accompanies his majefty. We 


h alternately the 


faw a finall party, about thirty, who were 


encamped near his villa, and had afterwards 
1 


_an opportunity of examining them more mi- 


g 
nutely. ‘The Ulans are chiefly Tartars, many 
of them Mahometans, and are greatly to be 
rehed on for their fidelity. The Corps 

compofed of gentlemen and vaílals: they a 
form in fquadron together, but are differently 
armed ; they indifcriminately carry both fabres 


S 
I 


and piftols, but the gentlemen only bear lances 
of about ten feet long; inftead of which, the 
others are armed with carabines. ‘Their drefs 
is a high fur cap, a green and red. jacket, 
pantaloons of the fame colour, which cover 
the boots as low as the ankle; and a petti- 
coat of white cloth defcending. to the, knee, 
Their heads are all {haved after the Polith 
manner *. Their lances, at the end of which 


* See Book Ii. Chapter II. 
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is fattened a long fwallow- tailed flag of black 


and red cloth, are fhorter and weaker than 
thofe of the Auftrian Croats ; but they carry 


and ufe them much in the fame manner, an 


c 1 


with no lefs dexterity. ‘The men, though of 


Qu 


Y 
different fizes, feemed fine and well grown 


we 


but were greatly disfigured with their petti- 


coats and pantaloons. Their horfes -were 


about fourteen hands high, of remarkable 

{pirit, with great ftrength of fhoulder. Po- 

land is much efteemed for its breed. of horfes ; 

and the king of Pruffia -procures. his light 
j 


oP 


ever, has been almof 
civil wars, and the nobility are now chiefly 
fupp lied from Tartary. 

The armies of Poland and Lithuania are 


[uw 


independent of each other, being wately 


euren deli. and under the dire&ion of the 


refpe great generals. In time of war 
the king in, pei on, may lead the forces of the 
republic. Formerly the power of thefe great 


1 e 1 
generals was uncontrouled, excepting by the 


diet, to which alone the y were amenable for 


Ly 


dminiftration. Their enormous autho- 


ver, underwent fome limitation in 


1768, by the appointment of a committee of 


- 


war, of which they are perpetual pr efidents ; 


and 
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and was ftill further circum{cribed by the efta- 
blith 


perma 


pS 


the milita iry department in the 
t < sapnai whofe office is defcribed in 


the A. 


Troops of Poland. 


Complement. Effective men. Wanting 
Staff officers - - 27 27 — 
Gavalry 1929505 aL 4997 4708 289 
Infantrv anpblud; 
ilu Mt 286 6503 583 
Total of Poland 12310 ;.' 114358 872 


Ofligers vim a 2 


^ J A 
Cay ine = 967 


country, in 


invafion, is left 


who are affembled t 


1L tne 


sat 3 wa arii 
with the coment OI the 


: for a limited time ; 
9 
and are not under the neceflity of marching 


ntry. Ihe 
: 


this army 


feudal fyftem. 


election of a 


are at vari- 
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There are two forts of confederacies: The 
firt are thofe formed with the confent of 
the king, fenate, or equeftrian order, alem- 
bled in the diet; by which the whole nation 
confederates for the good of the country. 
The fecond are the confederacies of the fe- 
veral palatinates, which unite for the purpofe 

f redreffüing any grievances, or remonftrat- 
ing againft encroachments of the fovereign 
power. ‘Thefe may be particular, or general, 
and are ufually the forerunners of a civil war. 
The general confederacy, which is always in 
oppofition to the king, is called Rokoz, and 
is formed by the union of the particular con- 
federacies. 

As every Polifh gentleman has a right to 
maintain as many troops as he chufes, it may 
eafily be conceived, that each palatinate is 
the ícene of occafional difputes and petty 
contentions between the principal nobles, 
and fometimes even between their refpective 
retainers. In fuch a dreadful ftate of anar- 
chy, it is a wonder that the whole kingdom 
is hot a perpetual fcene of endlefs com- 
motions, and that the nation is compofed of 
any thing elfe but lawlefs banditti. It re- 
dounds, therefore, greatly to the honour of 
the 
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the natural difpofition of the Poles, that amid 
all thefe incentives to confufion, a much 


ereater degree of tranquillity, than could 1 


The Ruffian troops have been*ío long 
quar ered in this country, that they may 


ACU 


xe confidered as forming part of the 


om 1 : > 
army. The whole kingdom is en- 


tirely under the prot ection, or, in odes “+ words, 


ch. 


1 


under the power o 


1 


it with the fame unbounded authority as over 


Ruflia, who rules over 


one of its own .provinces. The king is in 
effe& little 
Ruffian embaffador has the real fovereignty, 


more than a viceroy; while the 


and regulates all the affairs of the kingdom 
according to the direétion of his court. 


emprefs maintains. within the country 
10,000 foldiers. Every garrifon is s compot- 
ed of Ruffian and native troops; a thoufand of 


the former are ftationed at Waríaw ; and e 


gate of the town is guarded by a Ruffian and 
Polifh centinel. In a word, the Ruffian 
troops hold the nobles i 

for the prefent prevent 
commotions. But when Pola 
event fhould happen) fhall be again left to 
herfelf, the fame fury of contending parties, 


now 
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now {mothered, but not annihilated, will 
probably break out with redoubled fury; 


and again generate thofe difturbances which 


have long convulfed this unhappy kingdom : 
and to what a wretched ftate is that country 
reduced, which owes its tranquillity to the 
interpofition of a foreign army ! 
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HI? AP. OVIR 


Wretched ftate of Poland.— Drvifion of the 
inbabitants into I. Nobles or gentry; II. 
Clergy; III. Burghers; IV. E — 
State of V "afjalag e Its s fat al e ees. —- 
ffances o of a few nobles who have pie liberty 
to their peafants. — Advantages reful ting from 


that prattice.— V. Jews. — Popu Jaton of 


Poland. 


ct 


P OLISH liberty may. be confideréd 
as M fource of Polifh wre 
and Poland appears to me, as far as 1 can 
judge by the fpecimens which fell under my 
obfervation, of all countries the moft diftreffed. 
Nor indeed do the natives themfelv 
to palliate or deny this , melanc 
Upon exprefürig my furprife 
of the abufe of liberty, to w 
myfelf a witnefs, to a perfon v 
laws of the country, he returned for anfwer; 


1 


[e] 
d. 
is 
FS 


* [f you knew the confufion and anarchy 

* our confütution you would be furprifed 
* at nothing: many grievances neceffarily 
Vor. I. K «© exit 


N 
To 
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** exift even in the beft-regulated ftates ; what 
* then muít be the cafe in ours, which of 
* all governments is the moft deteftable ?" 
Another lamenting the dreadful fituation of 
his country, faid to me, “ The name of 
**. Poland ftill remains, but the nation no 
* longer exifts: an univerfal corruption and 
* venality pervades all ranks of people. Many 
* of the firft nobility do not blufh to receive 
* penfions. from foreign courts: one. pro- 
** fefles himfelf publicly an Auftrian, a fecond 
* a Pruffan, a third a Frenchman, and a 
** fourth a Ruffian.” 

The prefent fituation of the Polifh nation 
imprefled. my mind with’ the moft pathetic 
ideas of fallen.greatnefs; and I could not 
confider, without a mixture of regret and fym- 
pathy, a people, who formerly gave law to 
the north, reduced to fo. low a ftate of. infig- 
nificance and domeftic mifery. | The nation 
has few manufactures, ícarcely any | com- 
merce; a: king almoft without authority ; 
the nobles in a ftate of uncontrouled anarchy ; 
the peafants groaning under a yoke of feudal 
defpotifm far worfe than the tyranny of an 
abfolute monarch. I never before obferved 
fuch an inequality of fortune, ‘fuch, fudden 
tranfition from . extreme riches to extreme 
poverty ; 


ei i 8. 13% 


poverty ; wherever I turned my eyes, luxury 


and wretchednefs were conítant neighbours. 
In a word, the boafted Polifh liberty is: not 
enjoyed in the fmalleft degree by the bulk of 
the people, but is confined among the nobles 
er gentry. The truth of thefe remarks will 
appear from the following account of the in- 
habitants. 


The inhabitants of Poland are nobles, cles. 
gy, citizens, and peafants. 

I. The Nobles are divided into two claffes : 
the members of the fenate; and of the equef- 
trian order. Having, upon a former occa- 
fion *, defcribed the powers which fenators 
enjoy in their collective capacity, it will be 
unneceffary to repeat them in this pláce. 

We íhould be greatly deceived if we were 
to underftand the word zod/e in our fenfe of 
that term. In the laws of Poland, a noble 
is a perfon who poflefles a freehold + eftate, 

OF 

* See p. go. 

+ Some citizens have the right of poffeffing lands within 
a league of the town which they inhabit; but thefe lands 
are not free and noble, and are always diftinguifhed from 
the freeholds of the nobles; the latter are called in the 
ftatute law terrigene; or earth-born, free to live. where 
they pleafe, to diftinguifh them from perfons rieceffarily 

K 2 inhabiting 
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or who can. prove his defcent from. anceftors 
formerly pofle effing a freehold, following no 
trade or commere a, and at liberty to choofe 
the place of his. habitation... This deferip- 
tion includes all. perfons above burghers and 
peafants. ..'Ehe. members of. this body  be- 
low the rank of fenators “are called, in a 
collective ftate, the equeftrian order; and in 
their individual capacities nobles, gentlemen, 
freemen, or ET. which appellations 
are fynonymous. 

All the nobles or gentry are, in the {trict 
letter of the; law, equal by birth; fo that all 
honours and titles, are gare to add nothing 
to their real dignity *. By means of theii 


reprefentatives 


inhabiting towns, ‘* Quos leges nominant terrigenas, non 


* alii funt, quam nobiles; exprimitque prius vocabulum 
Ec 


> 
polonicum Ziemiánin, quo in agris fibi et fuo jure vivens 


* intelligitur, que nobilium in Polonia eft conditio, qui 
**-non civitates & oppida, fed fua praedia habitantes, vitam 
*€ fuo arbitrio difponunt."? Leng. Jus Pub. I. p. 297. a 
true feudal diftinétion. They are alfo ftyled indigene or 
natives, and conceives or fellow-citizens of the republic. 

* It is particularly ftipulated, that titles give no prece- 
dence; which is called in the Pacta; Conventa of Auguftus 
Hi, « Jus aqualitatis inter cives: regni; &c. upon which 
Lengnich makes- the following remark, «* Omnis hzc 
“ nobilitas natura ef equalis, quod. omnes. ex illâ; ad 
« eadem 
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reprefentatives in the diet, they have a íhare 
in the legiflative authority: and in’ fome 


cafes, as in the ele&ion of a kino, they af- 


femble in perfon; when each noble is capa- 


the 


office of a fenator, and of prefenting himfelf 


ble of being elected a nuntio, of bearing 


as a candidate upon a vacancy in the throne. 
No noble can be arrefted without bein g ges 
vioufly convicted, except in cafes of high 
treafon, murder, and robbery on the high- 


way, and then he muft be furprifed in the 
fact. The definition of a noble being thus 


s actually poffefüing 


» 


Tituli Princi- 


jura, in eandem fpem nafcuntur. 
* pum, Marchionum, Comitum, quibus alii præ aliis in- 


* & qui illis gaudent, non alio, quam nobilium 


« tenent. ue Polonia alias Principum, 


* onum, alias Comitum, alias Equitum lege 
una nobilium lex fcripta eft, Inc 
Principum & Comitum nominibus 

demus. Null 
& pau 


icorum jugerum, ac 


£ omnibus 


« Nunciorum 


*€ tes, caeteris lum ibi inter 
* dici agelli 


multorumque vicorum dominum, obferv: 


permixtos Y 


aliquot oppidorum 


r difcrimen. 


t. Przecedunt alii, alii fequuntur non.ex titulis familiaram 


13 
niin 


fed ad palatinatuum terrarumque, ex quibus nu 


* ordinem, Eadem in fenatu ratio. Aflignat loca, mune- 


ris non ftemmatis dignitas, Ef qui fenator non princeps; 


* non comes, przcedit principem, ac. comitem; non fena- 


s ss (pes Con.:p. 31. 


land, 


bal d ^ 


Bim 


UR lide 


| 
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land, but even to the defcendants of former 
landholders, comprehends fuch a large body of 
men, that many of them are in a ftate of extreme 
indigence ; and as, according to the Polifh 
law, they lofe their nobility if they follow 
trade or commerce, the moft needy generally 
devote themfelves to the fervice of the richer 
nobles, who, like the old feudal barons, are 
conftantly attended by a large number of 
retainers. As all nobles, without any dif. 
tinction, enjoy the right of voting, as well 
for the choice of nuntios, as at the election of 
a king, their poverty and their number is 
frequently productive of great inconvenience. 
Hence the king, who has juftly conceived a 
great veneration for the Englifh conftitution, 
wifhed to introduce into the new code a law 
fimilar to ours relating to county elections, 
that no períon fhould be intitled to a vote 
in the ehoice of a nuntio but thofe who pof- 
fefléd a certain qualification in land *. ‘This 

propofition, 


* Connor mentions a fimilar attempt of John Cafimir, 
which failed of fuccefs. “ King Cafimir obferving the 
“ great abufes that fpring from every little gentleman's 
* pretended privilege to fit in the little diets, ordered 
& that none fhould have a vote there, in electing a deputy 
* or nuntio, but fuch only as had: at leaft two hundred 
* crowns 
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propofition, however, has been received with 
fuch marks of diflatisfaction, that there is 
little probability of its ever being fuffered to 


país into a law. 


II. The Clergy. Miciflaus, the firít fovereign 
of Poland who embraced Chriftianity, A.D. 
966, granted feveral immunities and eftates 
to the clergy. His fücceffors and the. rich 
nobles followed his example ; and the riches of 
this body continued increafing as well from 
royal as private donations, until the diet, ap- 
prehenfive left in procefs of time the greateft 
part of the eftates fhould país into the hands 
of the clergy, forbad by different laws, and 
particularly in 1669, the alienation of lands 
to the church, under penalty of forfeiture : 
and under the prefent reign feveral eftates have 
been confifcated which had been beftowed 
upon the clergy fince that period. 

From the. time of the firft eftablifhment 
of the catholic religion by Cardinal A‘gidius, 
nuntio from Pope John XII. the bifhops have 
been admitted into the fenate as king’s coun- 
* crowns a year; whereupon the palatine of Pofnania, 
« offering to put this law in execution in his province, was 
* not only affronted, but alfo narrowly efcaped with his 
* life," Hift, of Poland, v. H. p. 104. 

K 4 fellors, 


136 INHABITANTS OF POLAND. Bits 


fellors. They were ufually appointed by. the | 
| king, and confirmed by the pope; but, fince | 
| the creation of the permanent council, they 
are nominated by his majefty out. of three 
candidates chofen by the council; a bifhop, 
the moment he is appointed, is of courfe 
entitled. to all the privileges of a fenator. 
The archbifhop of Gnefna is primate, as we 
have before obferved, the firft fenator in rank, 
and viceroy during an interregnum. 

The ecclefiaftics are all freemen, and, in 
MEER fome particular inftances, have their own 
courts of juftice, in which the canon law 
TET is practifed, Of thefe courts of juftice pe- 
culiar to the clergy, there are. three forts ; 
li 1. The, confiftorial, under the jurifdiction 
OT ef each bifhop in his dioceífe; 2. The me- 
| | tropolitan, under the primate, to which an 
appeal lies from the bifhop’s court ; 3. That | 
| of the pope's nuntio, which is the fupreme 
d Ri ecclefiaftical judicature within the kingdom, 
ul to which an appeal may be made both from 
i the decifion of the bifhop and of the pri- 

VN Pap mate, In cafes of divorce, difpenfations foy 
marriages, and in other inftances, the parties, 


as in all catholic countries, mutt a ply to the 
pope; by which means no inconfiderable hum 


7 ef 


E 
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of money is drawn opt of the country by the VEU 


fee of Rome. VUA 
In moft civil affairs the clergy are amen- VUE 

| 5 à e ^ | 

| able to the ordinary courts of juftice. In T 


cr ener caufes, an ecclefiaftic is firft arrefted ATUM 


y the civil powers, then judged in the con- TEE 


eii and, if convicted, he s remitted to VOL: i! TS 
the civil power, in order to undergo the pe- LE EUM | 
nalty annexed to the crime of 4 vi ji ch he has UM 

| \ 


been found guilty. One great ecclefiaftical THE 
abufe, which has been abolifhed in moft other Hl 
catholic countries, ftillexifts in this kingdom : 
when the Pope fends a bul into Poland, the AES 1 
clergy publifh and carry it into execution, WD 

without the confirmation or approbation of | WE. 


the civil power. i cfore 1538 ecclefiaftics ta E MN 
were allowed to hold civil employments ; | iM |: 
but in that year rin were declared incapable | | M i 
| of being promoted to fecular offices. ‘They | iMi [ 
| were alfo exempted from paying any taxes ; a 4 
but this exemption has been wifely taken PEU 


| off, and they are now rated in the fame man- 
ner as the laity, with this difference; that 


their contributions are not called taxes, but 

charitable fubfidies. 

| III. The next clafs of people are the, Burg- 

hers, inhabiting towns, whofe privileges were 
formerly 
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formerly far more confiderable than they are 
at prefent. 

The hiftory of all countries, in which the 
feudal fyftem has been  eftablifhed, bears 
teftimony to the pernicious policy of holding 
the lower clafles of men in a ftate of flaviíh 
fubjection. In procefs of time, a concur- 
rence of caufes * contributed gradually to 
foften the rigour of this fervitude with regard 
to the burghers, in feveral of the feudal king- 
doms. Among other circumítances- tending 
to their protection, the moft favourable was 
the formation of feveral cities into bodies po- 
litic, with the privilege of exercifing muni- 
cipal jurifdiction. This inftitution took its 
rife in Italy, the firft country in Europe which 
emerged from barbarifm ; and was from thence 
transferred to France and Germany. It was 
firft introduced into Poland about 1250, dur- 
ing the reign of Boleflaus the Chafte, who 
being inftructed in the Teutonic or German 
laws by Henry the bearded duke of Wra- 
tillaw, granted firt to Cracow, and -after- 


* It does not enter into the plan of this work to defcribe 
thefe caufes: the reader will find them amply and ably 
illuftrated in a View of the State of Europe, prefixed to 
Dr. Robertfon’s Hiftory of Charles V. 


wards 
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wards to feveral other towns, the privileges 
pofíefled by the German cities: this body 
of rights is called in the ftatutes of Poland 
Sus Magdeburgicum et Teutonicum ; and the 
caufe affigned for its introduction is, that 
no city could flourifh and increafe under the 
feudal laws *. In the 13th and following 
centuries the kings and great barons built 
feveral towns, to all which they granted a 
charter of incorporation, conceived in the 
following terms F : “< qransfero banc villam ex 
« jure Polonico in jus Teutonicum.” The be- 
neficial tendency of this political regulation 
foon appeared, by a fudden increafe of popu- 
ation and wealth: the burghers of fome of 
the principal free towns acquired fuch a de- 
gree of importance and confideration, as to 
give their affent to treaties, and fend deputies 
to the national aflembly; a noble was not 
degraded by being a burgher, and a burgher 
was capable of being an officer of the crown. 
A treaty { which Cafimir the Great entered 
into with the knights of the Teutonic order, 
was not only figned by the king and the 


* Leng. Jus Pub. p. 524. 
+ Chromer. 
I Dlugofüus, L. IX. p. 1057. 


principal 
4 a 
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principal nobles, but alfo by the burghers of 
Cracow, Pofen, Sandomir, and. other towns; 
and under the fame monarch Wiernefk *, 
burgomafter of Cracow, was fubmarthal and 
treafurer of the crown. 

The burghers enjoyed the privileges juft 
mentioned during the Jaghellon line, as ap- 
pears from the different acts of Sigifmond I, 
and his fon Sigifmond Auguftus. During the 
reign of the former the nobles endeavoured 
to exclude the deputies of Cracow from the 
diet; but that monarch not only confirmed 
the right of that city to fend reprefentatives, 
but even decreed, that the citizens were in- 
cluded within the claís of nobles +. 


* This Wiernefk was fo rich, that in 1363, when the 
emperor Charles IV. married at Cracow Elizabeth grand- 
daughter of Cafimir, he gave a moft fumptuous entertain- 
ment to his fovereign, to the emperor, kings of Hungary, 
Denmark, Cyprus, and other princes, who were prefent 
atthe marriage: befide other magnificent gifts which he 
beftowed upon the company, he prefented Cafimir with a 
fum equal to the portion of the bride. Chromer, p. 
324. 

4 Confules Cracovienfes, &c. debere et poffe omnibus 
confilis, quibus alii nuntii terreftres aderunt, &c. more 
folito confultari. Statuta Pol. p..8. -Cracovia eft incor- 
porata et unita nobilitati; ib. terrarumque civitatumque 
nuntil, p. 353. 


When 
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| When. the. crown became wholly elective, TU MOI 
| the burghers’ fuffered continual : encroach- I 


ments on their privile :ges at every nomination 


| 
of a new fovereign; they loft the right .of TOR 


pofiefling lands, excepting within a {malk AEWA A 


diftance of their towns, of fending deputies | I ^ | 

to the diets, and were of couríe excluded ll aM | 

from all. fhare of the- legiflative authority. | NN 

The. principal caufe of. this exclufion | was, AW DUE 
|| 


that as the burghers) were not obliged, by | WI li 
the nature of their tenures, to march againft W 
the enemy, but were only under the neceffity Hh | 
of furnifhing arms and waggons for the ufe I 

of the army; they incurred the contempt of 

the warlike gentry, who; in the true fpirit of li | 
feudal arrogance, confidered all occupations, Wt ERO 
but that of war, as beneath a freeman, and | Vall 


all perfons, not bound y fervices, as | 


P 


unqualified. for, the adminiftration of public | II 
affaits. 


The bure till enjoy a con- 


fiderable dion of freedom, and poffefs- the 
following immunities: they elec their own 


V 
baitoa er and council ; they regulate their 


interior police; and have their own criminal 
courts of juftice, whic sch decide without ap- i 
peal. A Hé ilte when plaintiff againft a 


noble, is obliged. i carry the caufe into the MP 
courts MOL WA 
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courts of juftice belonging to. the nobles, 
where the judgment is final ; when defendant, 
he muft be cited before the magiftrates of 
his own town, from whence an appeal lies 
only to the king in the affefforial tribunal. 
To this exemption from the jurifdiction’ of 
the nobles, though only in one {fpecies of 
caufes, the burghers owe whatever degree of 
independence they {till retain; as without 
this immunity they would long ago have been 
reduced to'a ftate of vaflalage. 


IV. The Peafants in Poland, as in all feu- 
dal governments, are ferfs or flaves; and the 
value of an eftate is not eftimated fo much 
from its extent, as from the number of its 


peafants, who : transferred from one mafter 
2: 


ke fo many head of cattle. 


to another li 


equal ftate of fubjection: they are diftin- 
guifhed into two forts; 1. German; 2. Na« 
tives. 

1. During the reign of Boleflais the Chafte, 
and more particularly in that of Cafimir the 
Great, many Germans fettled in Poland, who 
were indulged in the ufe of the German 
laws*; and their defcendants ftill continue 

* Lubienfki, p. 108. Florus Pol p. 118. Chromer, 


319. 
2 ta 
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to enjoy feveral privileges not poflefled by the TELE 
| generality of Polifh peafants. The good effects 
of thefe privileges are very vifible in the general EAE 


. ne s . HII NAN 
ftate of their domeftic ceconomy ; their villages AWAY AW 
are better built, and their fields better cul- AH 
tivated, than thofe which belong to the na- AMA 


tive Poles; they poffefs more cattle, pay their T 
quit-rents to their lords with greater exact- | 


nefs; and, when compared with the others, 
are cleaner and neater in their perfons. 

| 2. The flavery of the Polifh peafants is d 
very-antient, and was always extremely rigo- I! 
rous. Until the time of Cafimir the Great, EEUU 
the lord could put his peafant to death with | 
impunity ; and, when the latter had no chil- | | 
dren, confidered himfelf as the heir, and fei- Be AW 


zed all his effects. In 1347, Cafimir prefcrib- MI 
ed a fine for the murder of a peafant; and t MIT 
enacted, that, in cafe of his deceafe without 
ifue, his next heir fhould inherit *. „The 
fame fovereign alfo decreed, that a peafant ERE, 
was capable of bearing arms as a foldier ; and | | il 4 
that therefore he ought to be confidered as a T | A ME 
freeman. . But thefe and other regulations, by | 
which that amiable monarch endeavoured to 
alleviate the miferies of the vaffals, have li 


Stat. Pol. I. p. 24. | 


proved 
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proved ineffectual againft the power and. tyran- 
ny of the nobles, and have been either abro- 
gated or eluded.¥ That law, which gives the 
property of a peafant dying without ifue to 
the next of kin, was inftantly rendered. nu- 
gatory by an old Polifh maxim, “ That no 
< flave can carry on any proceís againft his 
*€ mater; and even the fine for his murder 
was feldom levied, on account of the nume- 
rous difficulties which attend the conviction 
of a noble for this or any other enormity. So 
far indeed. from. being inclined. to foften the 
fervitude of their vaffals, the nobles have af- 
certained and eftablithed it by repeated and 


pofitive ordinances. ~An able Polith writer, in 


a benevolent treatife * addrefied to the chan- 
eellor Zamoitki, obferves, that in the ftatutes 
of Poland there are above an hundred laws 
unfavourable to the peafants, which, among 
other grievances, erect fummary. tribunals 
fubje& to no appeals’; and impofe the fevereft 
penalties upon thofe* who quit their: villages 
without leave. From! thefe. numerops and 
rigorous “edits to prevent the elopement of 
the peafants, the fame humane author juítly 


* Patriotic Letters. 


infers 
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infers the extreme wretchednefs of this op- 
refed clafs of men, who cannot be detained 
in the place of their nativity but by the ter- 
ror of the fevereft punti ifhment. 

The native peafants may be divided inta 
two forts: 1. Peafants of the crown; 2. Pea- 
fants belonging to individuals. 

1. Peafants of the crown are thofe who 
are fettled in the great fiefs of the king- 
dom, or in the royal demeínes; and are 

I 


the crown-peafants are oppreffed by thefe 

dges, they may lodge a complaint in the 
royal courts of juftice ; and, fhould the ftaroft 
endeavour to obftru& the procefs, the king 
can order the chancellor to’ iffue a fafe-con- 
duct, by which he takes the injured perfon 

inder his protection: and although in moft 
cafes the corrupt adminiftration of juftice, and 
the fuperior influence of the ftarofts, prevent 
a complainant from obtaining any effectual 
redrefs even in the king’s courts ; yet, the very 
poffibility of procuring relief is fome check to 
Eno ice, and fome alleviation of diftrefs. 

2. Peafants belonging to individuels are at 
the abfo] lute Tipo of their m and have 
( theif 


VoL. "i L 


properties 


he jurifdictions of the ftarofts. If 
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properties or their lives. Until 1768 the 
ftatutes of Poland only exacted a fine from 
a lord who killed his flave; but in that 
year’ a decree. pafled, by which the murder 


of a peafant was a capital crime ; yet, as t 
law in queftion requires fuch an accumulation 
of evidence * as is feldom to be obtained, it has 
more the appearance of protection than. the 
reality. 
How deplorable muft be the ftate of that 


I 
country, when a law of fuch a nature was 


1 


thought requifite to be enacted, yet is found 
incapable of being enforced! The generality, 
indeed, of the Polifh nobles are not inclined 
either to eftablifh or give efficacy to any re- 
gulations in favour of the peafants, whom 
they ícarcely confider as entitled to the com- 
mon rights of humanity-. A few nobles, 
however, of benevolent hearts and enlightened 


* "The murderer muft be taken in the fa& ; which muft 
be proved by two gentlemen or four peafants; and if he is 
not taken in the fact, and there are not the above-mentioned 
number of witneffes, he only pays a fine. 

t Zamoifki, in his new code of laws, has warmly plead- 
ed the caufe of the peafants; but fuch are the national 
prejudices, that it is uncertain whether the diet will receive 
that code, and confirm its decrees, though formed upon the 
common and natural rights of mankind. 


2 . underflandings, 
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underftandings, have acted upon different 
o > 


principles ; and have ventured upon’ the ex- 
ty to their vaffals. -The 


pedient of giving liber 


A 


fhowed this. project to be no lefs 


1 


than humane; no leís friendly to 


own interefts. than to the happin efs of 


their peafants: for 1t appears that in the dif- 


the new arrangement has 


voc 
bY 


heir 


hah a i 
the planes of 
rea 


fed, and the revenues of 


ot 


iS * COI ifiderably inc 


ats ab PA 134 5 US RS = SARS 
their eftates augm ented in a triple propor- 


The firft noble who granted freedom to his 
peafants was Zamoifki, formerly great chan- 
cellor, who in 1760 enfranchifed fix 


in the palatinate of Mafovia. Thefe 
d by the author of the 


? ^ 1 
from whom I received the 


777, Wil 


were, in 1777, 


I 


te 


Patriotic Letters, 


information: On infpe 
parifh-regifters of births from 1750 to 1760, 


o 
hat is, during the ten years of flavery im- 
mediately precéding their en franchifement, 
pee ve ] 1 C 6552 . 
he found the number of births 434; in the 


firft ten years of their + f -eedom, from 1760 to 
1770,.620; and from 1770 to the begin- 


of 1777, 595 births 


oJ 
ae 
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M 
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By theíe extracts it appeared, that during 
the 

Firft period there were only 43 births 

Second period - - - - - 62 

Third period - - - - - - 77 
If we fuppofe an 1mprovement of this fort to 
take place throughout the. kingdom, how 
great would be the increafe of national po- 
pulation ! 

The revenues of the fix villages, fince their 
enfranchifement, have been augmented in a 
much greater proportion than their popula- 
tion.. In their ftate of vaffalage Zamoifki was 
obliged, according to the cuftom of Poland, 
to build cottages and barns for his peafants ; 
and to furnifh them with feed, horfes, ploughs, 
and every implement of agriculture: fince their 
attainment of liberty they are become fo eafy 
in their circumftances, as to provide them- 
felves with all thefe neceflaries at their own. 
expence; and they likewife cheerfully pay an 
annual rent, in lieu of the manual labour, 
which their mafter formerly. exacted from 
them. By thefe means ‘the receipts of this 
particular eftate have been nearly tripled. 

Upon figning the deed of eníranchifement 
ef the fix villages, their benevolent mafter in- 

timated 
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timated fome apprehenfions to the inhabitants, 
left, encouraged by their freedom, they fhould 
fall into every fpecies of licentioufnefs, and 
commit more diforders than when they were 
flaves. The fimplicity and good fenfe of their 
anfwer is remarkable; * When we had no 
s other property,” returned they, * than the 
« (tick which we hold in our hands, we were 
« deftitute of all encouragement to a right 
* conduét; and, having nothing to lofe, acted 
« on all occafions in an inconfiderate manner ; 
« but now that our houfes, our lands, and 
* our cattle, are our own, the fear of forfeit- 
* ing them wil be a conftant reftraint upon 
« our actions." ^ The fincerity of this affer- 
tion was manifefted by the event. While 
they were in a ftate of fervitude, Zamoifki 
was occafionally obliged to pay fines for dif- 
orders * committed by his peafants, who, in 
a ftate of drunkennefs, would attack and fome- 
times kill paffengers: fince their freedom he 
has feldom received any complaints of this 
fort againft them. Thefe circumftances de- 
cifively confute the ill-grounded furmifes en- 
tertained by many Poles, that their vaflals are 


* Called, in the Polifh law, Pro incontinentià fubdi- 


torum. 


Ls too 
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too licentious and ungovernable not to make 
an ill ufe of freedam. — Zamoifki, pleafed with 
the thriving ftate of. the fix villages, has en- 
franchifed the eng on all his etes: 

The example of Zamoifki has been fol- 
lowed by Chreptowitz, vice-chancellor of 
Lithuania, and. the abbé Bryzotowfki, with 
fimilar fuccefs. ‘I was informed by a perfon 
who had vifited the abbé's eftate at Pawlowo 

near Vilna; that the ha ippy countenance and 

comfortable air of thefe peafants made them 
appear a. different race of men from the 
wretched tenants of the neighbouring vil- 
lages. "Ihe peafants, penetrated with a feníe 
oi their mafter’s kindnefs, have erected, at 
their own expence, a pillar with an infcrip- 
tion expreflive of their gratitude and af- 
fection. 

Prince Staniflaus, nephew to the king of 
Poland, has warmly patronized the plan of 
giving liberty to the peafants. His own good 


e 


fenfe and natural mune improved during 


TA 
H 


ingland by a view 
pervades every r 
raifed him above the pr peludióés 


i 


: : 1 
prevaic At ammone hi IS countr ymen: ne 


m P 2 E 
enfranchifed four. villages not far fr 


not only e 


honour. of 


him ‘upon , this jec 
in the moft fatisfactory manner, that the grant 


of freedom was no. lefs advantageous to the 


lord than.to the peafant, pr vided the fo 


1 e 1 vs I cage 
their conducti rora 


is willing to 
in a way of acting 


is the ignorance of 


alae the boors, arifing from 
1 
they 


flavery, and fo little 
„left to their own difcretion, that 


th 
to tne proper mana 


>» 


a conviction of thefe 


volence vere, continues his at- 


ir cot- 


je) 


=- 4 1 
tention. to ti 


oreat by his 


bes fil of produci 


> 2 
humanity, can 
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regulations ; and will fhow how much he has 
increafed the value of his eftate as well as the 
happinefs of his peafants. Still the condition 
of thefe peafants is not permanent; for though 
a lord grants their freedom, yet he cannot en- 
tail it upon them, as his fucceffor may again 
reduce them to their original ftate of vafial- 
age. It is, however, in agitation to fecure 
the perpetuity of their liberty, when they are 
once rendered free; but this meafure is of fo 
delicate a nature, that it muft be introduced 
with great caution, and can only be the gra- 


V. In giving an account of the different 
claffes of men who inhabit this country, the 
Jews form: too confiderable a part of its pre- 
fent inhabit: r 


mL: 


tioned. This pe 


into Poland about the time of Cafimir 


Great; and as tl ey enjoy privileges whicl 


they fcarcely poffefs in any other country ex- 
epting- E | 

cepting I 

have furpri 


I have often hat they 


commerce and trade of 


enh. j£ w s. If 


C 


« the country, keep the inns and taverns, are 


and feem to have 


3 
to the 


* fo much thine can be 


intervention of 


were 


Under John Sol bief di the y 


ested: a Tewifh junto: he 
J J 


> royal demefnes ; and 
ut fuch confidence in them as raifed great 
After his 


Sigifmond I. 


the nobility. 


leath, an antient law of was re- 


vived, 
Auguftu: KEF 


birth ího Jl uld be cap: 


i 


and inferted in the Paa Conventa of 


that no Jew or perfon of low 
able of farming the royal 
revenues. 


In fome towns, as at Cafimir, Pofen, &c. 


the Jews are permitted to fettle, but in other 
BE "412 n TUS 
places they are only allowed to refide during 


are oni 
f or when the dietines are 


the laws are feldom put in 


btain 


I endeavoured to o 


NAT rdg. VN DA Foi PR EAC M E E 
a probable account of their number; but I 


found. this to be no eafy matter, although all 


- à 
male as female, pay an annual 
poll-tax, muft be 
Ac to the laft. capitation there were 


"ACE Tama i - 
166,871 Jews in wr 


well 


jews, as 


and therefore 


D 
cording 

& 
"and T 


exclufive of Li- 


thuania, who paid 
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be their full complement, as it is their in- 
umber; and it isa 
well-known fact, that they conceal their chil- 
dren as much as pofüble. Perhaps the fol- 
lowing calculations will affift us in this. re- 
fearch: Of 2,580,796 inhabitants in Auftrian 
Poland, 144,200, or about an eighteenth, 
were Jews *. The eighteenth of the prefent 
population of Poland will give near 500,000: 
allowing, therefore, for omiffions in the capi- 
tation, as well as for thofe who migrated into 
Poland from the Ruflian difmembered . pro- 
vince T, the number of Jews may fairly be 
eftimated at 600,000. 
Before the late partition, Poland contained 
about 14,000,000 of inhabitants E.. As far 


See Compend. Geog. Sclavonize 
x o > 


+ Jews are not tolerated in Ru 
i 


Bufching gives the following eftimate of the popula- 

tion of Poland fince the partition: 
Males — — 453993969 
Females 45298,083 


Mal AMG 
$ Males 300,612 1 : k 
l Females 300,867§ ~~ 01,479 


‘Total number of inhabitants 9,327,668 


e Bufching, His. Magazin. v. XVI. 
S 
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> its preient 


pulatio on amounts to 9;000,000. 


AALL 


It is not unworthy of obfervation, 


li 


ıs converfatio 


r55 


po- 


that 


while the feudal laws, formerly fo univerfal, 


and of which fome traces are {till to be 


dif- 


covered in moft countries, have been gradually 


3:324 31.3 1 
abolifhed in other nati 
and juít adminiftration ; 


— ít4 naQ c 
of circumitances has 


, ESCAS 18598 Pio "SS NM. 
curred to prevent their abolition, and to 


1 s = zl è í $T sly 
and anarchy, which 1o itrong 
afAerized the feudal sovernmen 
racterized the feudal gov ernment. 


eafily trace in this conftitution all tl 


m; 


Len g 
ECIN. i 


d 


S N teee. ane {7 
alone free and pofi 
military fervices, 

rradino : norefie 
: ung > Opp C1 


vaífalage oi 


book I 


ations, and given place to 


con- 


pre- 


mixture of liberty and. oppreflion, 


he Ebo are, 


ircumífcribed 
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confidered as the radical caufes of its decline ; 
for they have prevented the Poles from adopt- 
ing thofe more ftable regulations, which tend 
to introduce order and good government, to 
augment commerce, and to increafe popula- 
tion. 
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Entrance into Aufl 


A. 


‘ian Poland.—Limits of the 


aa red province. — Tis population ma 
productions: —Arrival at Cracow.—JDefcrip- 


ÉY. — UÜ oa y.— Palace e. 
Citadel occupied by the 
7 


late trou etor of that tranfaétion.— 


71 * n 

conj ea le: "ates 2n Z 

Cath hedr al.—Tombs and char acters of Jeveral 
f x] 2 

Polith foverezgns, CC. 


Lee 157224: 1779. «We entered Poland 
juf yai Biltiz, having croffed the ri- 
vulet Biala, which falls into the Viftula ; and 


purfued our journey through the 


territories which the 1 
to itfelf in the late partitio 


emprefs of 
o in her defcribed : 

* All that tract f T nd lying on the right 
* fide of the Viftula from Silef fia : 


The diftrict, claimed 


= 1 +} +1. NA on 1 ae 
ir to the mouth of-the San, and from 


thence 
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** thence by Franepole, Zamoifc, and Ru- 
* bieflow, to the Bog. From the Bog the 
* limits are carried along the frontiers of 
* Red Ruffia to Zabras upon the borders 
** of Volhynia and Podolia ; and from Zabras 
«in a ftraight line to the Dnieper, where it 
** receives the rivulet Podhorts, taking in a 
* {mall flip of Podolia; and laftly, along 
* the boundaries feparating Podolia from 
* Moldavia.” 

A remarkable circumftance attended the 
taking pofiefiion of ae diftrict, which will 
fhew with- what uncertainty the limits were 
at firt traced. n Ew AR being made 
according to the map of Zannoni, the river 
Podhorts was taken as the eaftern boundary 
of this difmembered province: but when the 
Aufirian commiffioners vifited the fpot, where, 
according to Zannoni, the Podhorts flowed 
into the Dnieper, they found no river known 


to the inhabitants which anfwered to that 
name. They advanced, therefore, the fron- 


tiers {till more eaftwards; and adopting the 
Sebrawce or the Sbrytz for the boundary, 
d it the Podhorts. This ceded country 
nce the partition, changed its name; 
and is now incorporated into the Auftrian do- 
minions under the appellation of the king- 
doms 
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of -Galicia and Lodomeria; which 


ome antient diplomes reprefent as 


F 


and fubject to the ki 


Faddis that 


ht by 
dormant title, 


»ey depended upon Hungary, a ind ougl 
2 í $ | REES by epee 1 
virtue of an hereditary, though 


uo +} = rete ac 4nvereict C. I 
to revert to the empreis as fovereign’ of Hun- 


gary, was derived from the Auftrian Mess 
for what people can refift an argument backed 
by 200,000 troops, unlefs they can defend 
their fide of the queftion by an equal num- 


ber ? 

The importance of this acquifition to the 
houfe of Auítria will beft appear 
according to 


from the 
number of inhabitants, which, 


the numeration made in 1776 *, amounted 
to 2,580,796. The mountainous parts of 
Galicia and Lodomeria produce fine pafture ; 


the plains .are moftly fandy, but abound in 
fertile in corn. The prin- 


p) 


forefts, and are 
cipal articles of traffic are cattle, hides, waxs 


and} honey. Thefe countries contain mines of 


| lead, iron, and falt, of which the 
latter are the moft valuable. 
* Comp. Regn. Sclavoniz, .Galicie, Lodomeriz, &c 


p. 66, note m. 


M 
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We crofled only a narrow flip of Auftrian 
Poland of about 86 miles in length from 
Bilitz to Cracow, leaving on our right hand 
a chain of mount Crapak, or the antient Car- 
pathian mountains. ‘The country we pafied 
through was at firft fomewhat hilly, but after- 
wards chiefly plain, covered with  forefts. 
The roads were bad, the villages few and 
wretched beyond defcription ; the hovels, al) 
built of wood, feemed full of filth and mifery, 
and.every thing wore the appearance of ex- 
treme poverty. 

July 25. About noon we arrived at the 
Viftula, the limits of the Auftrian dominions, 
which reach to its fouthern banks. Accord- 
ing to the partition treaty, this river was 
marked as forming the limits between the 
Auftrian and Polifh territories: the houfe of 
Auftria at firt conftrued the, Viftula to mean 
the old channel ‘of that river now dry, called 
the Old Viftula ; and by force of this {trained 


. interpretation included Cafimir in the dif- 


membered province; but not long afterwards 
the emprefs of Germany reftored Cafimir to 
the Poles; and accepted the Viftula as it 


nions. 


Having 
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Having entered Cafimir by crofüng the 
Viftula over a bridge, at one end of which 
was an Auftrian foldier, and at "the other a 
Polith centinel, we paffed the above-mentioned 
dry channel, termed the Old Viftula, by a fe- 
cond bridge, and arrived at Cracow. 

Cracow is a curious old town: it was for- 
merly the capital of Poland, where the kings 
were elected and crowned, and was once ali 
moft the center of the Polith dominions, but 
is now a frontier town; a proof how much 
the territories of this republic have been con- 
tracted : 

Cracow {tands in an extenfive plain, wa- 
tered by the Viftula, which is broad but fhal- 
low: the city and its fuburbs occupy a vaft 
tract. of ground, but are fo thinly peopled, 


that they fcarcely contain 16,000 * inhabi- 


tants. The great fquare in the middle of the 
town {pacious ; and has feveral well- 


built houfes, one richly’ furnifhec 

inhabited, but moft of them now either unr- 

tenanted, or in a ftate of melan ncholy decay. 

Many of the ftreets are broad and handiome ; 
1 


but almoft every buibdise bears the moft 


* 'The city, exclufive of the fuburbs, contained in 1778 


only 8894 fouls. 
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| - ftriking marks of ‘ruined grandeur: ‘the 
| churches alone feem to have preferved their 
| original fple&dour. The devaftation of this 
unfortunate town was begun by the Swedes 
Ii] at the commencement of the prefent century, 
WW when it was befieged and -taken by: Charles 
XII.; but the mifchiefs it fuffered from: that 
| ii of the North, were far lefs deft 
than thofe -it -experi 


WI dreadful comrnotions, when it ikete re- | 


Chire 
(ructive 


during g the late | 


it peated fieg ges, and was alternately in poffeffion 
i | of the Ruffians' and. Confederates. Ehe effects 
IE of cannon, grape, and mufket-fhot are ftill 
tl difcernible on the walls and. houfes. In a 
IS EN wotd, Cracow exhibits the remains of-a 
Way magnificent capital in ruins: from the num- 
TIE den and falling houf 


TEM ber of. fal one would 


| M imagine it had lately been. facked, and that 
| 1] 7 } vefte "he 
FM A N N the enemy had left it only yefterday. -The 


town jis furrounded. with high walls of brick, 


Eh 


TUA ftrengthenéd ‘by round and íquare towers o 


hapes-in the, antient:ftyle of fort 


tion: thefe walls were built by Ven. 
1 


E 
n 
ak 


e iol ver Poland. 


* Cracoviam. muro circumdedit. Lengnich, Hift, 
Pol. p. 20. 


In 


oo men, who were ftationed at the guard- 
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In Cracow we pen a Ruffian garrifon of 
eate tee TENE RN n ok “eaters, Laride 
houfe in the center of the town: at all the 
;a Ruffian centinel Rood on one fide, and 


cate 
att 

J; CMS Mi A PEAS INE D. EET B 
2 Polith centinel'on the other. The. citadel 
was entirely erst DA y Ruffian tre OOPps. 


The univerfity was MERE and endowed 


eat, an d im! prov ed and com- 


[Ca 
1 


Jaghellon : the number of 


Z. 


to about 600: the library 


remarkable either for the number 


was 
Ot of its books. Among the prin- 
cip: i j librarian pointed 


out a 'Purkifh book, of no intrinfic value ; 


but efteemed a curiofity bec found among 


foils at the battle of Chotzim, and pree 


Sobiefki to the univerfity, as 


1 


Ory which faved his 
and raed him to 
This univerfity was 
iot unjuftly, called. the mother 
as it principally fupplied 


bs, | 


feminaries with profeffors and men 

"ew 8 Um B : 24:1 

luftre has been dier 
2 


noyal of the royal refidence 


ate inteftine 


M 3 In 
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In this city the art of printing was firft 
introduced into Poland by- Haller; and one 
of the earlieft books that iffued from his 
prefs, was the conftitutions and ftatutes com- 
piled by Cafimir the Great, and afterwards 
augmented by his fucceflors. The characters 
are Gothic, the fame which were univerfally 
uled at the invention of printing: the great 
initial letters are wanting, which fhews that 
they were ‘probably painted and afterwards 
worn away. ‘The year in which this com- 
pilation was printed isnot pofitively known ; 
but its publication was certainly anterior to 
1496, as it does not contain the ftatutes paffed 
by John Albert in that year. 

The moft flourifhing period of the uni- 
verfity was under Sigifmond Auguftus in the 
fixteenth century ; when feveral of the German 
reformers fled from the perfecutions of the 
emperor Charles V. and found an afylum in 
this city... They gave to the world feveral 
verfions of the facred writings, and other 
theological publications, which diffufed the 
reformed religion over great part of Poland. 
The protecion which Sigifmond Auguftus 
afforded to men of learning of all denomina- 
tions, and the univerfal toleration which he 
extended 
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Le 


Ni 


extended to every fect of Chriftians, created a 
fufpicion that he was fecretly inclined to the 
new church; and it was even reported that 
he intended to renounce the catholic faith, and 


-eformed religion *. 


publicly profefs the 

Towards the fouthern part of the town 
near the Viftula rifes a fmall eminence or 
rock, upon whofe top is built the palace, 
furrounded with brick walls and old towers, 
which form a kind of citadel to the town. 
This palace owes its origin to Ladiflaus 
Jaghellon ; but little of the antient ftructure 
now appears, as the greateft part was demo- 
lifhed by Charles XII. in 1702, when heen- 
tered this town in triumph after the battle of 
Clifow. It has been fince repaired : the re- 
mains of the old palace confift of a few apart- 
ments, which are left in their antient ftate as 
they exifted in the laft century. The walls 
of the firít of thefe apartments are decorated 
with paintings of tilts and tournaments ; thofe 
of the fecond with a reprefentation of the co- 
ronation of a king of Poland, affirmed, by the 
perfon who íhewed the palace, to be that of 
Ladiflaus the Firft, and to have been drawn 


in his time; but the ftyle of the painting be- 


* See p. 24- 


M4 
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fpeaks it of a more modern date. ‘The cieling 
of the third apartment is divided. into different 
compartments, ornamented with carved heads 
of extraordinary fhapes: and grotefque appear- 
ances. All the rooms in the palace are of 
fine dimenfions, and exhibit feveral remains 
of antient magnificence, but are totally without 
furniture. 

This palace was mei the refidence of 
the kings of Poland, who, from the time of 
Ladiflaus Loketec, have been crowned at 

Ihe Polifh and German: hiftorians 
differ | concerning the time when the title of 
king: was firft claimed by the fovercigns ‘of 
this country ; Me the moft probable account 
is, that in 1295 Premiflaus affumed the regal 
title, and was Aera at Gnefna by Sie 
ürchbifhop of that diocefe. He was fucceeded 
by Ladiflaus Loketec, oer offending the Poles 
by his capricious and tyrannical coida was 
depofed before. he was crowned; and Ven- 
ceflaus king of Bohemia, who had martied 
Richfa daughter of Premiflaus, being elected 
in his ftead, was in 1300 confecrated at 
Gnefna. Ladiflaus, after flying from his 


country, and undergoing a feries of  cala- 


mitous adventures, was at length brought 
to a fenfe of his mifcondud. Having re- 
gained 


bad 


2 
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gained the affection of his fubje&s, he was 
reftored, in the life-time of Venceflaus, to 
and he recovered 
life of that monarch 

rned, however, for 
title of king; but at 


k 
rowned at Cracow, to 


the ceremony of 


the coronation ; and afterwards enaé 


TRE fanantic AS inane 
us fuccefiors fhould be inaugu- 


e uli 


$ ic mit 
OL Liils Oily 


for the future 


. 1 
rated in the 


has been the 


P l ace 


achment of the Poles to this 


fuperftitious att 


n + SR T " 1625 1c 
ufage, that whe was defirous 
g 


=) 


of being crowned at Leo pold, on account of 


1 A 
he army, which he was to 


command againft the Turks at the time of 
his ele&ion, the Polifh patriots ftrongly op- 


pofed any innovation f ; and. that monarch 


was under the neceffity of 


tno Yea Cx 
g tO Cracow 
ie 


Mu ou ese pu. Nui CURAE 
for the performance of the ceremony. 


Ns r 1 £2 (xr. 
Since Ladiflaus, all the fucceeding fove- 
3 pie lib IX. p. 97r. Lengnich, Hift. Pol. 


Js 22 


t 


19 
+ Lengnich, Jus Publicum. 
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reigns have been confecrated at Cracow *, 
excepting the prefent king. Previous to his 
election a decree was iffued by the diet of 
convocation, that the coronation fhould be 


folemnized for this turn at Waríaw, without 


prejudice in future to the antient right of 


g 
Cracow; a provifo calculated to fatis sfy the 
populace, but which will not probably pre- 
vent any future fovereign from being crowned 
at Waríaw, now become the dtm ORURO% 
land, and the refidence of its kings. The 
diadem and other regalia n at the coro- 
nation are {till kept in the palace of Cracow, 
under fo many keys, and with fuch care, 
that it was impoflible to obtain a fight of 
them. 

The aa of the palace command 
an ‘extenfive view of the neighbouring 
country, which sep nn a large fandy 
plan. We obferved particularly two very 


1 
| 
í 


large mounds of earth, or barrows, one: of 


ich is by tradition called the burial-place 


of Cracus duke of Poland, who is fuppofed 
to have built the town of Cracow in the year 


* [ do 


sttion Staniflaus Letzinfki, who was 


crowned at W3 becaufe he was ones "mporary 


fovereizn, and was foon obliged to retire from I mw nd. 


700 3 
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700; the other is called the fepulchre of 
his daughter Venda, who is reported to have 
drowned herfelf in the Viftula, that the might 
not be compelled to marry a perfon for whom 
fhe had entertained an averfion. The whole 
hiftory of Cracus and Venda is involved in im- 
penetrable darknefs, and thefe barrows, which 
are common in different parts of Europe, were 
probably anterior to the Chriftian*era. The 
practice of raifing barrows over the bodies of 
the deceafed was almoft univerfal in the 
earlier ages of the world. Homer mentions 
it as a common practice among the Greeks 
and Trojans; Virgil alludes to it as -ufual 
in Italy in the times treated of in the /Eneid ; 
Xenophon relates that it obtained among 
the Perfians; the Roman hiftorians record 
that the fame mode of interring took place 
among their countrymen ; and it appears to 
have prevailed no lefs among the antient 
Germans, and many other uncivilized na- 
tions. In general popular tradition allows 
fome favourite characters in national hiftory, 
like Cracus and Venda, to ufurp the honour 
of being buried under the moft confpicuous of 
thefe monuments, 

At fome diftance from Cracow, we noticed 
the fortrefs of Landfkron fituated upon a rock, 
which 


. 


POLAND. 


s: pofleffed during 

p rom dimich e they made 
curfions as oecafion offered. againft 
and Polifh troops in the'fervice 
By a detachment of troops from this fortre 
the citadel. of Cracow wasitaken by furpri 
a gallant exploit, and which merits a 
ticular relation. The perfon who fhewed us 
the palace was himfelf prefent, when the 
Polifh troops ' iffued from a fubterraneous 
paflage, and furprized the Ruffian garrifon, 
confifting of 87 troops. About four in the 
morning a party of 76 confederates, all of 
whom were Poles, led by a lieutenant *, 


* In moft of the accounts publifhed of this tranfa&tion; it 
is faid that: the confederates were led by a French officer, 
and that there were feveral Frenchmen. amongft them, 
I have related fimply the account which I received from 
the fteward of the palace, who repeatedly affured me, that 
there was not one Frenchman amongft them; that they 
were led by a Polifh lieutenant, whofe name was Bytra- 
nowíki. The fteward. was himfelf prefent at the tranf- 
action, and as he was no foldier, was not confined with 
the garrifon in the dungeon; he had, therefore, every 
opportunity of being informed of the truth: at the fame 
time it is poffible, that his partiality to his countrymen 
might have induced him to give the whole honour to the 
Poles. Monfieur Viofmenil is.the Freneh officer, gene- 
rally mentioned as leading this enterprifing band of con- 
federates through the fubterraneous paflage. 


whéfe 


whofe name was Bytranowfki, entered the 


palace through' a common fewer, without 
being dit {cove M and repairing to the main 


nefs of the finit that 


enfet, and the remait 
dungeon. | One foldier, however, fou 


to eícape by climbing the wall or the ci 


1e Ragen foldier: 


more numerous than they really were, and de- 


fifted from the affault. This event happened on 
the 2d of February, 1772. The fame i 


Monfieur de Choify, in the faire of the 
federates of pad A: ‘being qae acquaint- 


ol towards peru at th c od of “Lee 
confederates (amongft whom were 3 4 


“renchmen, moft of them 
having defeated a detachment of 200 Ruí- 
T3 


TA 
kk 


fians, was received into the citadel. But the 


§ 
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Ruffian garrifon in the town, which before 
confifted of only 400 men, being likewife re- 
inforced, the confederates in the citadel fuf- 
tained a regular fiege: they defended them- 
felves with the moft undaunted fpirit for the 
fpace of three months; and at length capi- 
tulated upon the moft honourable terms. 

I examined the fubterraneous paflage through 
which the 76 confederates introduced her 
felves into the pu ice: it js. a drain, which 
conveys all the f filth, from the interior part 
of the palace, to a {mall opening without the 
walls near the Viftula. They entered this 
fmall opening, and crawled upon their hands 
and knees a confiderable way, one behind 
another, until they came out through a hole 
in’. tl ls of the palace: fo that if the 
Ruffians had either been apprized of their 
attempt, or had over-heard them in their 


paflage, not one perum could have efcaped: 

j Mu iys 

the danger was great, but it fhews what fpirit 
e 


and. perfeverance w ill effi 
Having viewed the p ee we vifited the 
adjoining cathedral, TR, ftands within thé 
LS Le 


walls. of- the citadel, In this cathedral *, 


* Lengnich, Jus Publ. 
* 
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all the fovereigns, from the time of Ladiílaus 
Loketec, have been interred, a few only ex- 
and Ladiflaus III. who 
were kings of Hungary as 


cepted, viz. Louis 
well as of Poland, 
and whofe bodies were depofited in Hungary ; 
Alexander, who died and was buried at. Vilna ; 
Henry of Valois, interred in France; and the 
late monarch Auguftus III. The 
Poland are as exprefs and minute in regulating 


the burial 


the kings; and, as many curious circum- 
ftances attend their interment, I fhall take 


this opportunity of laying the ceremony be- 


fore the reader. 


Since Warfaw has become the royal refi- 
dence, and the place for the el le&ion of the 


Poland, the of the deceafed 
} 1 


be carried firft to 


kings of body 


prince muft that 
where it remains until the nomination of the 


city ; 


new fovereign has taken place. It is then 
conducted in great flate to Cracow; and, 
two days before the day appointed for the 
ceremony of the coronation, the king eled, 


officers of ftate, 


preceded by the great with 
; 


TESCO ES 
jer rods of office pointing to the ground, 


joins the funeral proceffion as it paffes through 
T. i x j 11 T 
the ftreets, and follows the box dy to the church 


the burial ferv i$ 


performed ; 


laws of 


l 
as the election and. coronation of 
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performed: the ains are then depofited 
in the cathedral adjoining to the oe It 
is peculiar to the laws of Poland, that the 
funeral of the deceafed monarch fhould im- 
mediately precede the coronation of tl 
fovereign ; and that the king elec 

under a neceflity of attending the 

of his predeceflor. Hiftorians have : 
remarked, that this fingular cuftom was 
ftituted, in order to imprefs the new king 
with the uncertainty of human grandeur; 
and to remind him of his duty, by mixing the 
horrors of death with the pomp and dignity 
of his new ftation: yet we cannot but ob- 
ferve, that this precaution put t hitherto 
been productive of any vifi 

does not appear that the icr 


> 
c 


governed with greater wifdc 
Pi 


than other pot jut 

bable, TW this 

the habits of n en ; 
Poles affect to pay to their foverei 
penfation for the fubftantial d 
they with-hold from him: 
mock-reverence t yd exten d snp tl 
and, while they í i 
king the íhadow of 


Pe 


r OF impe ria 


kings of P öland a 


not peculiar addidi 
cen figures are carved in marble of 
no dinary workmanfhip, and fome are 
withe iption: 

I {trong venera 
approa the afhes " c imir the G 


wham Boe Ader as one of he oreatett prin 
whom i coniider as onc or tne greatel L prin- 
M: HENA - adorned : hurone Tt rag x 
that ever adorned a throne. it was not, 


the brilliancy and magnificence 


= his reign, his warlike atchievements, nor 
e 


en his patronage of the arts and fciences ; 
but his leeiflative abilities, and his wonderful 
one Up 


beneficence to the inferior clafs of his fub- 


je&s, that infpired me with a reverence for 
his character 


333 
and, upon the de- 


Cafimir was born in 1310; and in 1333 
l 


mife father Ladiflaus Loketec. The 
Polifh iwell with fingular com- 


'eign, as the moft glorious 


period of 


placency 


their hiftory; and re- 


peculiar pleafure the virtues and 
t 


£ AY ies "Ri 1 a 
their praifes the echoes of flattery, 


were moftly written fubfequent to 
N his 
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1, when another. family was feated 
upon the throne. In perufing the reign of 
Cafimir, we can hardly believe that we are 
reading the hiftory of the fovereign of a bar- 
tap people in the beginning of the four- 
teenth century: it feems as if, by the af- 
cendancy of his fuperior. genius, he had 
anticipated the knowledge and 


mprovements 


1 D 
I 
of the fucceeding and more enlightened pe- 


riods. 

From the moment of his àcceffion his firft 
care was to fecure is kingdom again{t fo- 
reign enemies: with this view he attacked 
the knights of the Teytonic order, with whom 
Poland. had long been in an almoft continual 
ftate of Gen: and obliged them to pur- 
chafe a peace. by the ceffion of Culm and 
Cujavia, which they had wrefted : from. his 
father: he then reduced Red. Ruflia; and 
annexed the duchy of Mafovia to the domi- 
nions of Poland. By thefe acquifitions he not 
only extended the frontiers of his empire, but 
rendered his dominions lefs liable to fudden 
invafions. = But thefe . great fuccefies were 
not able to excite in his ena: the fatal fpirit 
of ‘military enterprize; he always con Gdered 
war as a matter of neceffity, not. of choice, 
and -as the means of fafety. rather than of 

glory. 
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ured his frontiers, as 
as by treaties with the 
he turned his whole 
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4 Tantus enim illi ad magnificandum, locupletandum- 


inerat amor, ut graviffimos & 


= =a {tric 
111Sy CAITrIS3 


endis ex mu 


ad id omnem foli 


m, quam luteam; ligneam; 


cloriofa 


im quicquid | 


ceconomiucak 


180 PRAV ELS INTO POL AND. B. 2. 


ceconomical without meannefs, and liberal 


without prodigality. 

He was the great legiflator of Poland: 
finding his country without any written laws, 
he reviewed all the ufages and cuftoms ; and 
digefted them, with fome additions, into a 
regular code, which he ordered to be pub- 
lifhed. He fimplifed and improved the 
courts of juftice ; he was eafy * of accefs to 
the meaneft as well as the higheft of his fub- 
jects, and folicitous to relieve the peafants 
from the oppreffions of the nobility: fuch 
indeed was the tendernefs he thewed to that 
injured clafs of men, and fo many were the 
privileges which he conferred upon them, 
that the nobles ufed to call him out of de- 


rfion Rex Rujfticorum, the king of the pea- 
fants ; perhaps the moft noble appellation 
that ever was beftowed upon a fovereign, and 
far to be preferred to the titles of magnificent 
and great, which have been fo often lavifhed 
rather upon the perfecutors than the bene- 
factors of mankind. Human nature is never 


* Adeuntibus facilis, querimonias etiam infimorum 
audivit, &c. Sarmfki. Cuilibet conditioni, generi, atque 
stati facilis ad eum patebat acceffus. Dlugoffius. 


perfect ; 
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perfect ; Cafimir was not without his failings : 
voluptuous and fenfual, he puthed the plea- 
fures of the table to intemperance; and his 
inordinate paílion for women led him into 
fome actions, inconfiftent with the general 
tenor of honour and integrity which dif- 
tinguifhes his character. But thefe defects 
influenced chiefly his private, not his public 
deportment ; or, to ufe the expreffion of a 
Polith hiftorian, his private failings were re- 
deemed by his public nrtues * : and it is 
allowed by all, that no fovereign more con- 
fulted the happinefs of his fubjecte, or was 
more beloved at home and refpected abroad. 
After a long reign of 40 years he was thrown 
from his horfe as he was hunting ; and died af- 
ter a fhort illnefs in the 6oth year of his age, 
carrying witht him to the grave the regret of 
his fubjects, and a claim to the veneration of 
pofterity. He is defcribed (for the figure of 
fo amiable a character cannot fail to be inter- 
ing) as tall in his perfon, and inclined to 
corpulency, with a majeftic afpect, thick and 
curling hair, long beard, and a ftrong voice 
fomewhat lifping +. 

Next 


* Redimens vitia virtutibus. Dlugoffius. 
4 Vir ftaturá elevatd, corpore craffo, fronte venerabili, 


N3 g crine 


182 TRAVELS INTO POLAND. %8. 


Next to the remains of Cafimir repofe 
afhes of Ladiflaus * II. known by the. aj 
lation of Jaghellon, the father of a race of kii 


J 
called from him the 
fovereign was origina lly duke of Lithuania, 
and, together with his fubjects, a worfhipper 
ofudols ; but 1 having.embraced Q Zhriftianity, and 
efpoufed Hedwige fecond daughter of Louis, 
he obtained the -throne of Poland. This 
event happened in 1386, in which year he 
was publicly baptized, married, and crowned 
at Cracow, and affümed a new baptifmal name 
of Ladiflaus H.: he died in 1434 in a very 
advanced age, in the soth year of a long and 
glorious reign. 
pofterity, whofe bodies are 
this: cathedral; the moft me- 
f a great and able 


of the arts and feci- 


ibundante, barbá promifsá, voce aliquantu- 


: } 1 XT » . A 
fometimes called Ladiflaus IV. and fometimes 


eck oning from the time the fovere 
1 
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regal authority, he ought to be 


r. Poloniz reges iMius 


183 
no inconfiderable hgure 
fe is reprefented, how- 


Av 
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ufficiently wa tchful over the royal 


and as 


yielding too eafily- to 


-ncroachments of the nobility, to the 
injury of facceeding monarchs and the de- 


triment of the republic. But thefe compli- 


ances admit of great AERA when we 
refle&, that the noble , to whom they w 

le. had raifed him to the throne, and wer 
ontroulable by the concef- 


rere 
Cic 


e 


become nearly unco 
fons of his immediate pre edeceffors. 

As I viewed the tor nb of Sigiím ond Au- 
guítus, (on. of the laft-mentioned monarch ; 
I recollected, not without a mixture of regret 
and fympathy for this unhappy country hat 


in him terminated that hereditary inf uence, 


which had given tranquillity during a long 
fucceffion of fovereigns to the diets of elec- 


lio 
tion; and that upon his death all thofe trou- 


bles and confufions, w hich are infeparable 
from a crown wholly ele&ive, broke in upon 


the kingdom.. From this period the cabals 


* Ab hoc potiffimum rege nimis indulgente, licentia no- 


bilitatis ioci contra 


faccedentium regum, et reipub. 


it, ut fapientes, &c. De Script. Pol. ¢ 
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jura me jjeftatis, cum injuria 
decremento, fumere et 
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and convulfions, continually recurring at every 
choice of a new fovereign, rapidly impaired 
the ftrength of the ftate, and the dignity of 
the throne. - The Poles gradually loft their 
confequence among foreign powers; and the 
authority of facceeding kings depended more 
on their own perfonal abilities, and accidental 
circumftances, than on any permanent prin- 
ciple of vigour inherent in the crown, which 
has been nearly ftripped of. all its preroga- 
tives. 

The firt of the new fueceffion, whofe re- 
mains are ifterred in this church, is Ste- 
phen Bathori, prince of 'Tranfylvania, elected 
in 1576, upon the abdication of Henry of 


Valois: he owed his elevation to his mar- 
: ; 


22 C 


with Anne daughter of Sigifmond I.; 
who; eing in the 52d year of 
was not endowed with any win- 
i i had not brought a 
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yn contracted a difguft to Poland, and under- 
ok a journey to Spain with a view of offer- 

Is fervices to his coufin Philip IV. 

then at war with France. Paffing through 
Auftria and Trent into Italy, he embarked at 
Genoa, in a veffel bound for Spain; but, 
prompted by curiofity, he ventured to land 
incognito at Marfeilles: being difcovered, he 


was arrefted by order of the court of France, 
and, on acc 
houfe of Auftria, clofely imprifoned for the 


count of his connection with the 


two years*, Being at length re- 

SECUN at the interceflion of his brother the 
i Poland, he' repaired to Rome, and 

there, inta out of devotion or caprice, en- 
tered into the order of the Jefuits. ' After- 
| ipe grown weary of his function, he quit- 
and was promoted to the rank 

of seed "UU pon leath: of his brother 
Ladiflaus IV. being abfolved from his vows 


by the pope, he was elected king “of 


Poland ; 
and, having ontaiiiee a difpent , married 
his brother's i 

Of the duke 
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2. 
pears from his predictions ; that Poland,. en- 
feebled by the anarchy of its government, 
and the licentioufnefs of the noble >S, would 
neceffarily be difmembered 1 by the neighbour- 
ing Pun Worn- out at length with the 
cares of royalty, fhocked at the diftrefíed ftate 
of the kingdom, difcontented with the fac- 
tions of the nobil lity, afflicted at the death of 
his wife, and impelled by the verfatil lity of his 
difpofition, he abdicated the throne in the 
20th bie of his reign, and in the 68th of 
his age. This extraordinary event took place 
on the 27th of Auguft, in the year 1668, 

before a general diet affembled at Warfaw : 
the {cene was afk fecting ;- the conduét of the 
king manly and refolute; and his Ípeech 
upon that event is the fineft piece of pathetic 
eloquence recorded * in hiftory. 

Soon after bis abdication he retired into 
France, and again embraced the ecclefiaftical 
profefhon. Louis XIV. who prided himfelf 
in affording an afylum to abdicated fove- 
reigns, gave him the abbeys of St. Germain, 
and St. Martin, without which he would 
have had no means of fubfiftence, as Poland 


foon with-held his penfion ; a proof that the 


* See Zalufki Epift. v. I. p. $7. 
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tears which were fhed at his abdication were 
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fincere. Notwithftanding his eccle afti- 
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" c 2221073 ente 
cal engagements, 


withftand the attractions of Marie Mignot, a 


woman, who, from being a laundrefs, had 


been married firft to a counfellor of Grenoble; 
edd de is pee tal. 


h 
nh 


and afterwards to the 
She was a widow when the attracted tł 
tice of the abdicated king, and fo Bey 

ived, that it was 


the impreflion he received, that 


fufpect ted he was fecretly married to her. 


Cafimir is reprefented, by thofe who knew 


him in his retirement, as eafy and familiar 


in his converfation, and difpleafed with re- 
ceiving any c aa or titles due to his for- 
mer rank *. He furvived his abdication only 
vers on the 


2e TOt 


four years, en died at Ne I 
of December, His body was brought 
to this city, and buried in the cathedral at 
the fame time with that of his fucceflor Mi- 
chael, the day before the coronation of John 
Sobiefki. 

Upon approaching we remains of Jee 
hat when Cha rles XII. 


A r. 
1072. 


Sobiefl ki, I recollected t 
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of Sweden entered Cracow he 


tombs, in order to pay a mark of refpeet to 


* Vie de Sobiefki, I. p. 
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In the inner 


the im order; and 
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white-eagle of Poland carved in ftone, and | 
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around, which fhewed the antient magnif- 
cence of the building. The g ft part of 


aT rie eu 1 
fabrick was evidi 
reign of C anc probably con- 
Ítructed by 


y fucceeding fovereigns upon the 
foundation of the antient palace ; pe 
Stephen Bathori, as I could trace in on 


an infcri pti banus 


E EIU ii c 1 
[ ci feordied his cypher 
| 


41 ree go 4- Free Pee Y rd Y fo PPM duo 
the wheat-fheaf, the arms of Guftavus 


n whom he was lineally defcended. 

; palace. was the principal refidence of 
Cafimir: in the garde is à b of earth, 
or one of thofe barrows before mentioned, 
which is called the tomb of 

ewefs, who was the favourite 
moi 
faid 
enjoyed by the in PNE 
the Paradife of the Jews. But when 
laracter pr Cafimir is "PS 
that they were indebted for 


ible reception in Poland more to 


times the Jews were 
commercial individuals 
therefore, to {et 
fle in Poland; and by granting them | 
extraord 
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extraordinary immunities, he introduced trade 
and much wealth into his dominions. The 
number of Jews is now prodigious *, and they 
have in a manner engroffed all the commerce 
of the country; yet this flourifhing ftate of 
their affairs muft not be attributed -folely 
to the edicts of Cafimir in their favour, but 
to the induftry of thofe extraordinary people, 
to the indolence of the gentry, and the op- 
preffed condition of the peafants. 


* See p. 154. 
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Feet 


Mode of faluting and drefs of tbe Poles.— 
Account of the falt-mines of Wielitfka.— 
Their extent and profit—‘fourney to War- 
faw. 


E H E Poles feem a lively people, and 
ufe much action in their ordinary 
converfation.. Their common mode of fa- 
luting is to incline their heads, and to ftrike 
their breaft with one of their hands, while 
they ftretch the other towards the ground ; 


but when a common perfon meets a fupe- 


rior, he- bows his head almoft to the earth, 
waving at the fame time his hand, with which 
he touches the bottom of the leg near the 
heel of the perfon to whom he pays his 
obeifance. The men of all ranks generally 
wear whifkers; and fhave their heads, leav- 
ing only a circle of hair upon the crown, 
The fummer drefs of the peafants confifts of 
nothing but a fhirt and drawers of coarfe 
linen, without fhoes or ftockings, with round 
caps or hats. The women of the lower clafs 
wear upon their heads a wrapper of white 

4. linen, 
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linen, under which their hair is braided, and 
hangs down in two plaits, I obíerved feveral 
of them with a long piece of white linen 


hanging round the fide of their faces, and 


fingular kind of veil makes them look as if 


they were doing penance. 


The drefs of the higher orders, both men 
and women, is uncommonly elegant. That 
| of the gentlemen is a waiftcoat with fleeves, 


over which they wear an upper robe of a 
different colour, which reaches down below 
| the knee, and is faftened round the waift with 


| a fafh or gird 


ment are in 


fhoulders: a fabre isa 
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they are unqueftionably defcended from Tar- 


‘tar anceftors. A German hiftorian*, well 


verfed in the antiquity of nations, remarks, 
that the manner in which the Poles wear 
their hair is, perhaps, one of the moft an- 
tient tokens of their origin. So early as 
the fifth century fome nations, who were 
comprehended under the name of Scythians, 
had the fame cuftom. For Prifcus Rhetor, 
who accompanied Maximus in his embafly 
from Theodofius II. to the court of Attila, 
defcribes a Scythian lord, whofe head was 
fhaved in a circular form +, a mode perfectly 
fimilar to the prefent fafhion in Poland. 

Before we quitted this part of Poland, we 
vifited the celebrated falt-mines of Wielitfka, 
which are fituated within eight miles of 
Cracow. 'Thefe mines are excavated in a 
ridge of hills at the Northern extremity of 
the chain which joins to the Carpathian 
mountains: they take their appellation from 
the {mall village of Wielitfka: but are fome- 
times called in foreign countries the mines 
of Cracow, from their vicinity to that 
city. 

* Mafcow. 
+ Capite in rotundum rafo. 


Upon 


@. 2. SALT MINES OF WIELITSKA, 197 


Upon our arrival at Wüielitfka we repaired 
to the mouth of the mine *. Having faftened 
three {eparate hammocks in a circle round 
the great rope that is employed in drawing 
up the falt, we feated ourfelves in a com- 
modious manner: and were let down gently, 
without the leaft apprehenfion of danger, 
about 160 yards below the firft layer of falt, 
Quitting our hammocks, we pafled a long 
and gradual defcent, fometimes through broad 
paflages or galleries capable of admitting fe- 
veral carriages abreaft ; fometimes down fteps 
cut in the folid falt, which had the grandeur 
and commodioufnefs of the ftair-cafe in 2 
palace. We each of us carried a light, and 
feveral guides preceded us with lamps in their 
hands: the reflection of thefe lights upon the 
glittering fides of the mine was extremely 
beautiful, but did not caft that luminous 
fplendour, which fome writers have com- 
pared to the luftre of precious ftones. 

The falt dug from this mine is called 
Ziebna or ` Green Salt, for what reafon J 
cannot determine ; its colour is an iron grey ; 

when pounded it has a dirty afh colour like 


* There are two other openings, down one of which the 
miners defcend by ftairs, down the other by ladders. 


O 2 what 
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what we call brown falt. The quality im- 
proves in proportion to the depth of the mine : 
towards the fides and furface it is mixed with 
earthy Or ftony particles ; lower down it is 
faid to be perfectly pure, and requires no 
other procefs before it is ufed than to be 
pounded. The fineft of this grey falt, how- 
ever, is of a weak quality when compared 
with our common fea-falt: it is therefore 
undoubtedly by no means perfectly pure, but 
is blended with extraneous mixtures, though 
it {erves very well for common purpofes. 
Being almoft as hard as ftone, the miners 
hew it with ‘pick-axes and hatchets, by a 
tedious operation, into large blocks, many of 
which weigh fix or feven hundred pounds. 
Thefe large maffes are raifed by a windlafs, 
but the {maller pieces are carried up by 
horfés along a winding gallery, which reaches 
to the furface of the earth. 

Befide the grey ípeci 
times difcover {ma eer of white falt, as 
tranfparent às chryftal, but not in any confi- 
derable quantity; ‘they find likewife occa- 


the miners fome- 


l 
3 
fionally pieces of coal and petrified wood 
buried in the falt. 

The mine appears to be inexhauftible, -as 
will eafily be conceived from the following 
"account 
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account of its dimenfions. Its known breadth 
is 1115 feet; its length 6691 feet ; and depth 
7433 and the beft judges on the fpot fuppofe, 
with the greateft appearance of probability, 
this folid body of falt to branch into various 
dire&ions, the extent of which cannot be 
known: of that part which has been per- 
forated, the depth is only calculated as far as 
they have hitherto dug; and who can afcer- 
tain how much farther it may defcend ? 

Our guide did not omit pointing out to us, 
what he confidered, as one of the moft re- 
markable curiofities of the place, feveral {mall 
chapels excavated in the falt, in which mafs 
is faid on certain days of the year; one oi 
thefe chapels is above 30 feet long and 25 
broad; the altar, the crucifix, the ornaments 
of the church, the ftatues of feveral faints, 
are all carved out of the falt. 

Many of the excavations or chambers, from 
whence the falt has been dug, are of an im- 
menfe fize ; fome are fupported with timber, 
others by vaft pillars of falt, which are left 
ftanding for that purpofe : feveral of vaft di- 
mehfions are without any fupport in the 
middle. I remarked one of this latter fort 
in particular, which was certainly 80 feet in 
height, and fo extremely long and broad, as 
O 4 almoft 
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almoft to appear amid the fubterraneous gloom 
without limits. The roofs of thefe vaults are 
not arched, but flat. The immenfe fize of 
thefe chambers, with the fpacious paffages or 
galleries, together with the chapels above- 
mentioned, and a few fheds built for the 
horfes which are foddered below, probably 
gave rife to the exaggerated accounts of fome 
travellers ; that thefe mines contain feveral vil- 
lages inhabited by colonies of miners, who 
never fee the light. It is certain that there 
is room fufficient for fuch purpofes; but the 
fact is, that the miners have no- dwellings 
under ground, none of them remaining below 
more than eight hours at a time, when they 
are relieved by others from above. In truth, 
thefe mines are of a moft ftupendous extent 
and depth; and are fufficiently wonderful 
without the leaft exaggeration. We found 
them as dry as a room, without the leaft 
damp or moifture; obíerving only in our 
whole progrefs. one {mall {pring of water, 
which is impregnated with falt, as it runs 
through the mine. 

Such an enormous mafs of falt exhibits a 
wonderful phenomenon in the natural hiftory 
of this globe. Monfieur Guetard, who vifited 
thefe mines with great attention, and who has 
publifhed 
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publifhed a treatife upon the fubject, informs 
us; that the uppermoft bed of earth at the 
farface immediately over the mines is fand; 
the fecond clay, occafionally mixed with fand 
and gravel and containing petrifactions of 
marine bodies; the third calcareous ftone. 
From all thefe circumftances he conjectures 
that this {pot was formerly covered by the fea, 
and that the falt is a gradual depofit formed by 
the evaporation of its waters *. 

Thefe mines have now been worked above 
600 years, for they are mentioned in the 
Polifh annals fo early as 1237; under Bo- 
leflaus -+ the Chafte, and not as a new dif- 
covery: how much earlier they were known 
cannot now be afcertained. Their profits 
had long been appropriated to the king’s 
privy purfe : before the partition they fur- 
nifhed a confiderable part of his prefent ma- 
jefty’s revenue, who drew from them an an- 
nual average profit of about 3,590,000 Polifh 


r9) jj 
Ld um Ther 
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florins, or £. 97,222. 45. 6d. í 
now ‘belong to the emperor 
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being fituated 
within the province which he diímembered 
* See Memoire fur les Mines de Sel de Wielitfka in 
Hift. de l'Acad. des Sciences for 1762. 
4 Lengnich, Jus Pub. vol. I. p. 249. 
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from Poland; but at the time we vifited them 
they were far from yiclding a revenue equal to 
that which they had afforded to the king of 
Poland; for the Auftrian commufílioners im- 
prudently raifed the price of falt, from an idea 
that Poland could not exit without drawing 
that commodity as ufual from Wielitfka, and 
would therefore be obliged to receive it at 
any pric This mode of proceeding offend- 


D 


j : etsi pt nio iy ^ 
ing the Poles, the king of Pruffia, with his 


eh 
tunity of extending his commerce; he imme- 


ufual fagacity, did not neglect fuch an oppor- 


diately imported large quantities of falt, which 
he procured chiefly from Spain, to. Dantzic, 
Memmel, and Koningfburg, from whence it 
was conveyed up the Viftula into the interior 
provinces: by thefe means he furnifhed great 
part of Poland with falt, at a cheaper rate than 
the inhabitants could procure it from the houfe 
of Auftria; and in 1778 the mines of Wieht- 
{fka only fupplied the diftri&ts which imme- 
diately border upon Auftrian Poland. 

I never faw a road fo barren of interefting 
to Warfaw ; 


1 


feenes as that from Cracow 


y C 

the attention of the moft inquifitive traveller. 
The country, for the moft part of the way, 
was 
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with little variation of furface: it APA 


was chiefly overforead with vaft tracts of 


i 
A ; | | 
thick gloomy foreft ; and even where it was V URL | 
: 1: e AERA 
more ops the diftant horizon was always AE 
fkirted with wood. The trees were c! | 


pines and firs, intermixed with beech, birch, | 
and {mall oaks. The occafional breaks in iM | 


the foreft prefented fome  pafture ground, WV UINN 


with here and there a few meagre crops of 
c 


corn. 
Without having actually traverfed it, I 


could hardly have conceived fo comfortlefs a I PHI 
region: a forlorn ftilinefs and folitude pre- UEM 
vailea almoft through the w hole extent, with UM 
few fymptoms of an inhabited, and ftill lefs 
of a civilized country. Though we were tra- 
velling in the high road, which unites Cracow 
and Warfaw; in the courfe of about 2 58 Englith 
miles we met in our progrefs only two car- | 
riages and about a dozen carts. The country 

| was equally thin of human habitations: a li 
few ftraggling villages, all built of wood, II | 
facceeded one another at long. intervals, 
whofe miferable appearance correfponded 
the wretchednefs of the country aroun d them. 
In thefe affemblages of huts, the only places 


of reception for AN ES were hovels, be- ane 


longing to Jews, otally deftitute of furniture I "M 
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and every fpecies of accommodation. We 
could feldom procure any other room but 
that in which the family lived; in the article 
of provifion, eggs and milk were our greateft 
luxuries; and could. not always be obtained ; 
our only bed was ftraw thrown upon the 
ground, and we thought ourfelves happy when 
we could procure it clean. Even we, who 
were by no means delicate, and who had long 
been accuftomed to all kinds of inconve- 
niences, found ourfelves diftrefled in this 
land of defolation. -In moft other countries 
we made a point of fufpending our journey 
during night, in order that no ícene might 
efcape our obfervation; yet we here even 
preferred. continuing our route without inter- 
miffion to the penance we endured in thefe 
receptacles of filth and penury: and we have 
reafon to believe that the darknefs of the 
night deprived us of nothing but the fight 
ef gloomy foreíts, indifferent crops of corn, 
and objects of human mufery. The natives 
were poorer, humbler, and more miferable 
than any people we had yet obferved in the 
courfe of our travels: wherever we ftopped, 
they flocked around us in- crouds; . and, 
afking for charity, ufed the moft. abject gef- 
tures. 


The 
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The road bore as few marks of induftry as 
the country which it interfects. It was beft 
where it was fandy; in other parts it, was 
{carcely paflable ; and in the marfhy grounds, 
where fome labour was abfolutely neceflary to 
make it fupport the carriages, it was raifed 
with fticks and boughs of trees thrown pro- 
mifcuoufly upon the furface, or formed by 
trunks of trees laid crofsways. After a tedious 
journey we at length approached W aríaw : but 
the roads being neither more paffable, nor the 
country better cultivated, and the fuburbs 
chiefly confifting of the fame wooden hovels 
which compofe the villages ; we had no fufpi- 
cion of being near the capital of Poland until 


we arrived at its gates. 
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C H AP UHI. 


Arrival at Warlaw.— Defeription of the city. 
—— fournal of occurrences.—Prefentation to 
the king of Poland.—Palace.—Portraits of 
the kgs of Poland. — Literary fociety — 
Entertainment at the kings villa.—Supper 
in prince Poniatoufki's garden.—Defcription 
of a. fete champétre given at Poyontki by 
the prince/s Zartorilka, &c. &e. 


'H E fituation of Warfaw is not un- 
pleafant: it is built partly in a plain, 

and partly upon a gentle afcent rifing from 
the banks of the Viftula, which is about as 
broad. as the "Thames at Weftminfter- Bridge, 
but very fhallow in fummer. The city and 
its. fuburbs occupy a vaft extent of ground; 
and are fuppofed to contain between fixty 
and {eventy thoufand inhabitants, among 
whom are a great number of foreigners. 
The whole town has a melancholy ap- 
pearance, exhibiting that {trong contraft of 
wealth and poverty, luxury and diftrefs, which 


pervades every part of this unhappy country. 

The ftreets. are fpacious, but ill-paved ; the 
a 

churches 


ILCs OOOO, 


AARAA 


[GG 


AEN 


gie and 


fubur bs; are 


S | | 


mean and i wooden hoy 


ith - minifter being WA 
carried our letters | 


of recommendation to Count Rzewutki great VA 


maríhal of the crown, who received us with MEI 


much civilit ys and appointed Sun 


à i i 
to pi us to the king at his | 
the hour appointed we repaired to | 
were admitted into the audience- 


tre Coat SEATI t TET Te 
rs or the Crown were 


appearance, 1 this | 


s A L p 
four bu 


majeity ; 


order of his prefent 


of 1 Elizabeth 


id ; cad IV 


of France; | 
emprefs of Rufiia. | MI 
At length 
and we were 


e time in the moft 


to each of us a confiderab 


obliging manner; he faid many handfome AM 


things of the Englifh 1 
refidence in London with 
fatisfacion, and conclud 


fupper in the evening, 
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had before had previous intimation from 
the great. marfhal. The king of , Poland is 
handfome in His perfon, with an expreffive 
countenance, a dark complexion, Roman 
nofe, and penetrating eye: he is uncom- 
monly pleafing in his addrefs and manner, 
efles great fweetnefs of condefcenfion, 
with dignity. He had on a full- 
fuit; which circumftance I mention 

1e is the firít king of” this country 

who has not worn the national habit, or 
who has not fhaved his head after the Polifh 
cuftom. His example has of courfe had 
many imitators: and I was much furpgized 
to fee fo few of the chief nobility in the 
national garb. The natives however in ge- 
neral are fo attached to this drefs, that in 
the diet of convocation which affembled 
previous to the election of his prefent majefty, 
it was propofed to infert in the Paca Conventa 
an article, whereby the king fhould be obliged 
ment: but this motion 


rar 
Gl 


to wear the Polifh 


ie was left at liberty to 


8 
was over-ruled ; and 
confult his own tafte. At his coronation he 
lid afide the antient regal habit of cere- 
mony ; and appeared in robes of a more mo- 
dern fafhion, with his hair flowing upon his 


fhoulders. 
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C. 3: 
The levee being ended, we went through the 
nee of the olent : it was built by S Sigif- 
3 his time has been tlie p prin 

Pip fthe Polifh monarchs: War 
faw ^: m more commodious for the capital 
than Cracow, becaufe it is fituated nearer to 
the center of the kingdom, and bécaufe the diet 
is.affembled in this city. The palace ftands 
upon a rifing round ata {mall diftance from 
the Viftula; anc 

that river and of the adjacent country. Next 
to the audiencé-chamber 1s an apartment 
fitted up with marble, which his majefty has 
dedicated, by the following in{cription, to the 
memory of “his predeceffors the kings of Poland: 
Regum Menior ize dicavit Staniflaus A Auguftus hocce 


monumentum, 1771. The portraits of f the fove- 


gr 
o 
al 


d commands à fine view of 


reigns are ranged in chre dei order : the 
feries begins from Boleflaus, and is carried 
down to his prefent majefty, whofe picture 
is not yet finifhed. Thefe heads ate all paint- 
ed by Bacciarelli, ane well executed: the 


portraits of the earlier wer from 


the painter's imagination ; but that of Ladif- 
laus II. and. moft of his fucceffors, are copie 
from real originals. They- altogether pro- 


duce a A 
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In this apartment the king gives a dinner 
every Thurfday to the men of letters who are 
moft confpicuous for their learning and abi- 
lities: his majefty himfelf prefides at table, 
and takes the lead in the graces of conver- 
fation as much as in rank ; and, though a 
fovereign, does not think it beneath him to 
be a moft entertaining companion. ‘The 
perfons who are admitted to this fociety read 
occafionally treatifes upon different topics of 
hiftory, natural philofophy, and other mifcel- 
laneous’ fubjects: and, as a code of laws was 
compiling in order to be prefented to the 
next diet, parts of that code, or obíervations 
relating to legiflation in general, and the con- 
fütution of Poland in particular, were intro- 
duced and perufed. The king zealoufly en- 
courages all attempts to refine and polifh his 
ative tongue, which had been much neglect- 
1 


ed durine the reigns of his two predeceffors, 


who were totally ignorant of the Polith 
language. He is fond of poetry ; accordingly 
that fpecies of compofition is much culti- 
vated at thefe meetings. "The adjoining apart- 
meht was hung with the portraits of the 
principal members of the fociety. 
In obedience to the king’s condefcending 
invitation, we proceeded, about eight in the 
§ evening, 


n 
Le 


W A RS A W. 


(3 
evening, to one royal villas, fituated in 
the midít. of a 
miles from. W: 
of a faloon, and four other apartme 
the firit floor, toge 
which it takes its name of /z Mazon de Bain: 


ful s about three 
It is fmall, confifting 


ents upon 
ther witht a bath, from 


above are the fame number of rooms; each 

of them fitted up in the moft elegant manner. 

The king received us in the faloon with 
1 


wonder! ful © affability : his "y, and two of 


his nephews were prefent, and a few, of the 


nobility of both fexes, las generally com- 
pofe his private parties. There were two 
tables for whift, and' thofe who were not èn- 
eased at cards walked about, or ftood at 
different fides of the room, while the king, 
who feldom plays, converfed occafionally with 
every one. At about half an hour after nine, 
being announced, we followed the 


into an adjoining apartment, where was 

fmall round table with eight covers: the 
fupper confifted of one courfe and a defert. 
His majefty fat down, but eat nothing; he 
took a confiderable fhare in the converfation, 
vithout wholly engroffing it. After fupper 
we repaired to the faloon, part of the company 
returned to their cards, while we, out of re- 
fpect to the king, continued ftanding, until 
I his 
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his: majefty was pleafed to propofe fitting 
down, adding, ** we fhall be more at our eafe 
s chatting round a table.” We accordingly 
feated ourfelves, and the converfation lafted 
without interruption, and with perfect eafe, 
till midnight, when the king retired: Before 
he withdrew, he gave a general order to a 
nobleman of the party, that we fhould be 
conducted to fee every object in Warfaw wor- 
thy of a ftranger’s curiofity. This extraor- 
dinary degree of attention penetrated us with 
gratitude, and proved a prelude to ftill greater 
honours. 

Auguft s. We had the honour of dining 
with his majefty at the fame villa, and expe- 
rienced the fame eafe and affability of recep- 
tion as before. The king had hitherto talked 
French, but his majefty now did me the 
honour to’ converfe with me in Englifh, 
which he fpeaks remarkably well. He ex- 
preffed a very flattering predilection for our 
nation: he furprized me by his extraordinary 
knowledge of our conftitution, laws, and hif- 
tory; which was fo circumftantial and. exact, 
that he could not have acquired it without 
infinite application: all his remarks were 
pertinent, juft, and rational. He is familiarly 
converfant with our beft authors; and his 
enthufiaftic 
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enthufiattic admiration of Shakefpeare gave 
me the moft convincing proofs of his intimate 
acquaintance with our language, and his tafte 
for the beauties of genuine poetry. -He in- 
quired much about the ftate of arts and fci- 
ences in. England ; and {poke with. raptures 
upon the protection and encouragement which 
our fovereign gives to the liberal arts and to 
every fpecies of literature. After we had 
taken our leave, we drove round the wood to 
feveral other villas, in which the king oc- 
cafionally refides. They are all conftructed 
in different ftyles with great tafte and elegance. 
His majefty is very fond of architecture ; and 
draws himfelf all the plans for the buildings, 
and even the defigns for the interior decora- 
tions of the feveral apartments, 

In the evening we had the pleafure of meet- 
ing his majefty at his brother's, prince Poni- 
atoufki, who gave us a moft elegant enter- 
tainment at a garden which is fituated near 
his villa, and is richly ornamented with build- 
ings. The tafte of the Polifh nobility is not 
to be controuled by want of any materials ; 
for if they cannot procure them from nature, 
they make a reprefentation of them by art. 
In the prefent inftance, as there are no quar- 
ries of fone near Warfaw, the prince has 

Ps fubftituted 


214. 
fubftituted a compofition fo nearly refembling: 
ftone, that the -moft minute obferver. can 
Ícarcely difcover the difference. We. arrived 
at the Bum about. nine : it was a. beautiful 
evening of one of the moft (ultr y days we had 
experienced this fummer. After walking 
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about the grounds, we came to. a grotto of 


artificial rock, where a {pring of water drip- 
ped through the fides, and fell into a bafon 
with a es ing murmur. We were {carcely 
aflembled in: this delightful fpot, when. the 
king made his appearance : we rofe \up ‘to 
meet him; the ufual compliments being pafi- 

ed, we attended his majefty about the Permis 
and then returned to the. grotto, round which 
we ranged pui rfelyes upon a bank. covered 
with mofs. The moon was now rifen ; and 
added greatly to the beauty. of the-fcene. | I 
happened to. be feated next to the king: (for 
all form and ceremony -was banifhed), "who 
talked with me as ufual, in Englifh, on. the 
arts and fciences, lit erature, and hiftory. . In 
the courfe of this converfation I ventured 
to afk whether there was any good poetry in 
the Polifh language. His majefty told me, 
We have fome lighter pieces of poetry, by 
no means contemptible, and an indifferent 
‘ epic poem; but the work of chief poetical 
* excellence 


se 


e 
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« excellence in our tongue is a fine tranflation 
« of the, Gerufalemme Liberata of Taffo,: far 
* fuperior to any tranflations of that admira- 
* ble poem in other languages; fome Italians 
« of tafte and judgment have efteemed it 
« not much inferior to. the original perform- 
« ance.’ I then took the liberty of inquiring 
concerning the hiftorical productions of Po- 
land; when the king informed me, that they 
had no good hiftory of their country in. Polifh, 
which he looked upon as a national reflection, 
though he flattered himfelf it would foon be 
removed, as a perfon of genius and erudition *, 
admirably calculated for. the undertaking, 
was now employed in that work. Upon 
exprefüng my furprize at a circumftance 
almoft peculiar to Poland, that they had ino 
hiftory in their native tongue; his majefty 


* Narufzewicz, bifhop of Smolenfko. In 1785, he had 
already printed the 2d, 3d, 4th, and 5th volumes. He had 
poftponed printing his firft volume, until he had received 
farther documents from Rome; for this reafon the work 
was not then publifhed. The fecond volume begins with 
Miciflaus 1; and the fifth ends with the death of Ladiflaus 
Loketec, in 1333. The fixth, which was in the prefs, 
contains the reign of Cafimir the Great; and the feventh 
will comprife the interregnum which followed the death 
of Cafimir, the reign of Louis, and the fubfequent inter- 
regnum, to the clection of Ladiflaus Jaghellon. 


P 4 condefcended 
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condefcended to acquaint me, that they had 
feveral excellent hiftorians, but all of them 
had written in Latin; * the knowledge of 
* this language," his majefty remarked, 
is very general among the Poles *; the 
earlieft laws are all drawn up in Latin 
until the reign of Sigifmond Auguftus, 
when they began to be compofed in the 
vernacular language ; the old Patta Conven 
£a are all in Latin; thofe of Ladiflaus IV. 
* being the firft that appeared in Polith,” 
This converfation, in which I was'at a lofs 
whether to admire moft. the knowledge: or 
condefcenfion of the king, was interrupted by 
the prince, who propofed a turn in the gar- 
den before füpper: his highnefs led the Way, 
and the company followed ; we paffed through 
a fubterraneous paflage, long and winding, 
with here and there a fingle lamp, which 
fhed a glimmering light ; we came at length 
to a wooden door, which feemed the entrance 
into fome hovel; it opened, and we found 


[11 
«€ 
[11 
«e 
cc 


[11 


* I had feveral opportunities of remarking the preva- 
lency of the Latin tongue in Poland; when I vifited the 
prifons I converfed in that language with a common fol- 
dier, who ftood guard at the entrance: he {poke it with 

> 8 t d; H 
great fluency, 


ourfelves, 
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lee 


ourfelves, to our great aftonifhment, in a fa- 
perb faloon, illuminated with innumerable 
lamps, It was a rotunda, with an ‘elegant 
dome of the moft beautiful fymmetry; in 
the circumference were four open receffes be- 
tween pillars of artificial marble*:" in the 
receffes were fophas, with paintings 7 frefco, 
reprefenting the triumphs of Bacchus; Silenus, 
Love, and the vi&ory of the Emprefs of Ruffia 
over the Turks. As we were admiring the 
beauty and elegance of the rotunda, our ears 
were on a fudden regaled with a concert of 
exquifite mufic from an invifible band. While 
we were liftening to this agreeable perform- 
ance, and conje&uring from what quarter it 
ame, a magnificent table was fpread in the 
midft of the faloon with fuch expedition, as 
to refemble the effects of enchantment. We 
immediately fat down to fupper with the 
king, the prince, and a chofen company : 
our fpirits were elevated by the beauty of 
the faloon, by the hofpitality of the prince, 
and by the affability of the king; who, fo far 
from being a conftraint to the fociety, greatly 


1 


enlivened it by his vivacity, and feemed the 


* Thefe pillars are of the fame compofition and colour 
with thofe of the Pantheon in Oxford-Street. 


foul 
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| | foul of the. party... I .never paíled a more —. i 
iij Ia agreeable evening; the converfation was ani- f 
i | | Hi mated and rational; while the focial eafe and I 
bil Wil freedom, which ;diffufed itfelf through every ¢ 
WEE TI T i part of the company, realized this beautiful e 
Hil) MM | convivial picture ; i 


Mil La Liberté convive aimable 
Wi Met les deux coudes fur la table *. 
ME Even without the luftre of a crown, which 
MUI is apt to dazzle our judgments, the king of | 
I WI Poland. could not fail of being efteemed one of | 
Hy IM the moft agreeable and polite gentlemen in | | 
| Europe: he has a furprizing fund of intereft- 
ing converfation; and I never had the honour | 
IM ofaccefs to his company without being both 
M informed and delighted. His majeíty did i 
| not retire until one o'clock; when the com- 
UM pany feparated ; and we returned to Waríaw, | 
i highly pleafed with our evening's entertain- 
| ment. | 


I have had frequent occafion: to mention 
T the elegance and luxury of the Polith nobility 
ll in their houfes and villas; in their decora- 
Till tions and furniture they feem to have. hap- | 
I pily blended the Englifh and French modes; | 


Yv 


Aa PRA * Voltaire, | 
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in their en ts. they are exquifitely 


te 
-efined ; neenon ^ AR E ee 
rened; and as they ipare no expence, and 


have.a natural good taíte, they generally fuc- 
ceed in creating pleafure and furprize. W 
agreeable, effects of 


ct 
psum 
(=) 
[47 


every day expériencec 
their hofpitaliy and politenefs ; 
were we fo elegantly regaled as by the. princefs 
of which I 


but by none 


Zartoriífka in a féte phampétre, 

fhall attempt a defcription. 

the villa of.prince Adam Zar- 
from. Warfaw 


^ovonfki, 


41 
i 


torifki, is about three miles 


in the midft. of. a .foreft : the fituation.is al- 


moft level, with..here. and there a gentle flope, 
which. produces an agreeable variety. A river 
runs through the .grounds, which are laid 
out in. the Englifh talte, with a beautiful 
interimixture of lawn aig wood; walks are 
cut through the wood, and satis E the 
fide of the water. 
'The houfe, which 


appeeranse of.a 


ftands upon, a gentle 


rife, has the cottage, con- 


ftru&ded like thole of the peafants, with trunks 
of trees piled upon each other, and thatched 
with ftraw ; bete e the. principal building, 
inhabited by the prince 


are feparate cottages for the children and at- 


and princefs, there 


tendants; each of which has its inclofures and 
{mall garden; this group of {tructures bears 
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the refemblance of a village, compofed of 
huts fcattered at a {mall diftance from each 
other. Other buildings, fuch as fummer- 
houfes, pavilions, ruftic fheds, and ruins, are 
difperfed throughout the grounds; the {tables 
are conftru&ted in the form of an half-demo- 
lifhed amphitheatre. Several romantic bridges, 
rudely compofed of the trunks. and bent 
branches of trees, contribute to heighten the 
fufticity of the fcenery. 

Upon our arrival we repaired to the princi- 
pal cottage, where the. princefs was feady to 
receive us: we expected the infide to be fur- 
nifhed in the fimple ftyle of a peafant’s hovel ; 
but were fürprk ed to find every fpecies of 
elegant magnificence which riches and tafte 
could colle&. All the apartments are deco- 
rated in the moft coftly manner; but the 
fplendour of the bath-room was peculiarly 
ftriking : the fides are covered. from top to 
bottom, with {mall fquare pieces of the fineft 
Drefden china, each ornamented with an 
elegant fprig ; and the border and cieling are 
painted with beautiful feftoons. The expence 
of fitting up this apartment muft have been 
prodigious ; as each piece of china coft at 
Dre(den three ducats *. After we had für- 

* About 1l, 7s. 6d. 
veyed 
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veyed all the apartments, we proceeded | to 
an inclofure. near the houfe, furrounded with 
large blocks of granite heaped one upon ano- 
ther, and fallen trees placed in the moft na- 
tural and picturefque manner ; here we drank 
tea upon the lawn. From thence we re- 
paired. to the feveral cottages inbabited by 
the children ; which are fitted up in different 
ftyles, but with equal elegance. Every thing 
xithout doors gives one the idea of an happy 
peafant's family ; within all is coftlinefs and 
tafte : I never faw fuch a ftriking contraít of 
fimplicity and magnificence. 

After walking sound the grounds, which 
are prettily laid out in the. Englifh tafte of 
gardening ; the company all adjourned to 
a Turkith tent of rich and curious work- 
maníhip, ` pitched in a beautiful retired. field 
near the ftables, which reprefent a ruined 
amphitheatre. This tent belonged to the 
grand-vizier, and was taken during the late 
war between the Ruffians and the Turl 
under it was a fettee, and a carpet {pread 
upon the ground. Here we. remained con- 
verfing until it was quite dufk, when. the 
princefs propofed returning ; fhe led us through 
the houfe to a fmall fpot of rifing ground, 
where we were fuddenly ftruck with a moft 
beautiful 
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beautiful illumination. A ruttic bridge, con- 
fifting of a fingle arch over a broad piece of 
Water, was ftudded with  feveral thoufand 
lamps. of different colours; the refle&ion 
whereof in the water was fo {trong as to 
deceive the eye, and gave the whole the 
appearance of a E circle fufpended i: 
the air: the effe& was fplendid Beyond a 
Ícription, and con fiderably heightened by the 
gloom of the foreft in the back-ground. 
While we continued admiring this delightful 
Ícene, a band of mufic miik up at a little 
diftance, and amufed us with an excellent 
concert. We were then led from this en- 
chanting fpot, acrofs the illuminated bridge, 
to a ueia pavilion, open at the fides, ani 
fupported by pillars ornamented with garlands 
and twifted feftoons of flowers: we found 
within a cold collation, and {at down to a 
table covered with all kind of delicac; ies, with 
the rnoft coflly wines, and every fpecies of 
fruit which art or nature could furnifh. The 
evening was delightful, the Ícenery pi&urefque, 
the fare delicious; the company in good 
fpirits; for who could be otherwife, when 
every circumftance, which the tafte and 
genuity of our fair hoftefs could invent, con- 
{pired to heighten the entertainment? The 
collation 


em Ww 
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5 
<= 


collation being ended, we rofe from table: 
which I concluded to be the clofe of the en- 
tertainment, but was agreeably difappointed : 
the gardens were fuddenly illuminated; we 
all ranged about as fancy dictated ; and were 
gratified with the found of wind inftruments 
played by muficians difperfed in different parts 
of the grounds. We repaffed the bridge, and 
returned into the cottage, when the two 
eldeft daughters of the princefs, habited in 
Grecian dreffes of the moft elegant fimplicity, 
performed a Polifh and a Coffac dance; the 
former ferious and graceful, the latter comic 
and lively. The eldeft fon, a boy about 
eight years old, next performed a hornpipe 
with great agility, and afterwards a dance in 
the ftyle of the Polifh peafants with much 
humour. It was now paft two in the morn- 
ing; we feemed as if we could ftay for ever ; 
but as there muft be an end of all fublunary 
joys, we took our leave, expreffing our thanks 
and gratitude in language far unequal to our 
feelings. Imagination can fcarcely form a féte 
champétre {o elegant: and I am perfuaded, 
that it will feldom fall to the lot of the fame 
perfon to partake of fuch a pleafing enter- 
tainment twice in his life. 
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The day before our departure from this 
town we dined with the bifhop of Plotfko, 
the king’s brother, at his palace of Jablonifka 
about eight miles from Warfaw. The pa- 
lace is an handfome building, conftructed 
after a defign, and at the expence, of his 
majefty. One of the apartments, called the 
Turkith faloon, is remarkable for its elegance 
and fingularity : it is in the Oriental tafte, of 
at oblong íhape, very lofty, with a fountain 
in the middle, furrouhded with a parterre of 
flowers. Between the parterre and fides of 
the room are ranges of Turkith fophas. 
The variegated tints and rich fragrance of 
the flowers, joined to the tran{parency and 
murmurs of the fountain, produce a moft 
pleafing effect; and, together with the cool- 
nefs of the apartment, render it a delicious 
retreat from the heats of fummer. The Viftula 
winds along at a {mall diftance from the palace, 
through a fandy and almoft level country: 

In the evening we accompanied ` prince 
Staniflaus to his majefty’s villa, well affured 
of, paffing an interefting evening ; but. it was 
now embittered with the reflection. that it 
would never again be repeated, and that this 
was the laft time of our being admitted to 
the company of fo amiable a monarch. In 
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replied his majefty, * is always liftened to 


«€ 


with pleafure ;> an expreffion I fhall never 
forget, and which. convinced me, by the pa- 
thetic manner in which it was uttered, that 
3l 1 


it was the of his heart. The 


turn of the converfation led the king to en- 
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general of the crown, with an intention of 


marrying him; or to favour 
the prince of Conti, HE fupported by 


Louis XIV. At all events fhe was firmly 
refolved to procure the exclufion of her eldeft 


fon; and thi is was the only point fhe dier 


Had the family of Sobiefki been unanimous, 
James would have been elected king; but no 
fübmiflion * could ‘foften the Wee Ie- 
fentment of the queen, who, even when fhe 
found it impracticable to fecure the election 
of her favourite fon Alexander, or to compafs 
any of her other defigns, both in fecret and 


* "Zalufki has given the following curious inftance of 
the queen's implacability. < I and other fenators accom- 
« panied prince James to the Queen's at Bieltz, but her 
«© majefty being informed of our approach, retired precipi- 
* tately from the palace in order to avoid the interview 5 
« we overtook her about a mile from Bieltz, and ordered 


& the driver to ftop, while fhe repeatedly urged him to con- 


« tinue his route: at length the coachman, alarmed by our 
« number and threats, ftopped the carriage. On our ad- 
* yancing to the queen, fhe received us with great marks 
“ of difpleafure; and although the prince proftrated himfelf 
“ before her, and embraced her feet with the moft profound 
« refpeét, he was not able to extort from her more than a 
& fhort and evafive anfwer. Upon his retiring, with his 
« eyes full of tears, I myfelf ufed fome endeavours to foften 
« her refentment ; which, however, had no other effect than 
« to draw from her additional expreffions of difguft and 
* indignation.’ Zalufki, vol. IH, p. 135. 
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openly fet herfelf in oppofition to the pre- 
tenfions of James. -Whem the diet of con- 
vocation aflembled at Warfaw, the queen 
fummoned a meeting of fenators and nuntios 
in her apartment, whom. fhe addrefled in 
regard to her fon with all the virulence which 
inveterate fury could» infpire, and all the af- 
fected candour towards the Poles which the 


moft confummate hypocrify could fuggeft *. 


* Although I am not by birth a Pole, I am 
« j and am more attached 
«c to my own family. 
* Refle& maturely whom you will nominate 
1^ ; 


your king in the place of my much-regretted 


* hufband; and I fincerely recommend to you 
children. I too well 

pofitions ; and particularly 
“ caution you not to m to the throne the 
** eldeft prince James. His inconfiderate rafh- 
** nefs will involve the kingdom in fpeedy and 
Che bifhop of Plotífko, 
though her creature, difsufted at thefe ap- 


T 


* inevitable ruin.” 
pearances of unnatural rancour, importuned 
her to defift; but the exclaimed with greater 


violence: ** Do not interrupt me; I will 
*€ never retract what I have faid, as I prefer 
> F 


* Zalufki, vol, III. p. 102. 
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* the fafety of the republic to my own in- 
* terefts and the fplendour of my family. I 
* again exhort the Poles to elect any candia 
e£ date in preference to one of my children.’ 

This virulent oppofition to the views of her 
eldeft fon was but too fuccefsful: he was 
rejected by a great maj jority, and the choice 
of the nation “fell upon Auguftus elector 


X 


Saxony. 

The fequel of the hiftory of Sobiefki's fa- 
mily, now reduced to a private ftation, will 
be comprifed in a {hort compafs. After the 
defeat of Auguftus II. at the OP > of Cliffow, 
Charles XII. determined to give a new king 
to Poland; and his veneration for the memory 
of John Sobiefki induced him to offer that 
dignity to his eldeft fon. In confequence of 
this refolution, Auguftus was declared b 
n; and a di 
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primate unworthy to r 

ele&ion was convened at Warfaw. James 

was then at Breflaw, impatientl) 

his nomination to the throne fo worthily filled 
I 


by his father, and from which he 


deprived by the unp precedented mali 

Bari But the ufual fingularity of | his ill- 
fortune ftill purfued him: as he was hunting 
with his brother Conftantine, a {mall detach- 
ment of Saxon horfemen furprized and car- 
R 2 ried 
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ried him off; and, inftead of receiving a 

| crown, he was confined in the caftle of 
UE IUE Pleiffenburgh near Leipfic. Conftantine * 
TUER might have efcaped ; but, from an impulfe of 
| fraternal affection, he voluntarily accompanied 


MUN UE his brother into confinement, and adminif- 
IAE RET tered confolation under this grievous reverfe of 
AA fortune. This event happened on the 28th of 
IET I February, 1704. 
MAW A In the month of ' September, 1706, the two 
Wi UP M brothers were removed to the fortrefS of 
HEIL M Koningftein, as to a place of ftill greater fe- 
EN curity; but in December of the fame year 
| fortunately obtained their enlargement, upon 
the requeft of Charles XII. at the conclufion 
I of the celebrated treaty with Auguftus II. 
in which the latter was compelled to abdicate 
rone of Poland. This Aida ation, how- 
not revive the pretenfions of James 
to the cro wh, 


the election having fallen, 
upon Staniflaus Let- 


this period James paffed a 
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age; and in him, as the laft male of his 
family, the name of Sobiefki be 
His wife was Hedwige Eleonora *, daughter 
of Philip William elector palatine; by her 


* Sifter of Eleonora Magdalena wife-of the emperor 
Leopold. James had been ff contracted in marriage 
to the widow of the elector of Brandenburgh's brother, a 
rich heirefs of the houfe of Radzivil in Lithuania, but 


upon this occafion he firft experienced that ill fortune 


which afterwards attended him through life. “ An envoy 


« was fent to Berlin to negotiate the marriage, which was 
« agreed upon by the elector’s and her confent, and the 
« prince himfelf came thither in perfon, with a numerous 
« attendance, to confummate it. At the fame time came 
« to Berlin the elector palatine's brother, prince Charles 
« of Newburg, brother to the emprefs, to fee the. cere- 

« mony of the marriage; but this princefs, taking more 
* fancy to him than to the prince of Poland, gave him 
* encouragement to make his addrefles to her; which he 
« did with that fuccefs, that he engaged her fo far and fo 
; married to her the 


«c unexpectedly, that he was privately 


1 


« night before fhe was to be married to the prince of 


« Poland, fo that prince James was forced to return back 
* fhamefully: which the king his father refe :nted fo highly, 
isfaction from the elector 


« that he was refolved to have fa 
« of Brandenburg, for fuffering his fon to receive fo no- 
« torious an affront at his court; but the elector, know- 
« ing nothing of that private intrigue, juftifed himfelf, 
«c and all anin Boo were at laft-adjufted by prone James’s 
« marrying his rivals filter the princefs of Newburg, w who 


« was fent into Poland, and has two daughters by him.” 


Connor’s Hiftory of Poland, v. 
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he left two daughters, Mary Charlotte and 
Clementina Mary. 

The eldett, Mary Charlotte, married in 
1723 Frederic Maurice de la Tour duke of 
Bouillon, who dying within a few days after 
the marriage, fhe efpoufed, with a difpenfa- 
tion from the pope, his brother Charles God- 
frey the fame year, By him fhe left iffue a 
fon, the prefent duke of Bouillon, married 
to a lady of the houfe of Lorraine, and a 
daughter, who efpoufed the duke of Rohan- 
Rohan. In thefe noble perfons and their 
progeny the female line of Sobiefki ftill 
xifts. 

Clementina Mary, the youngeft daughter of 
prince James, married at Montefiafcone, in 
1719, James Edward Stuart, commonly known 
by the name of the Chevalier de St. George, 
the pretender to the Britifh throne. This prin- 
cefs, though a woman: of great perfonal and 
mental endowments, could not engage the 
affection of her hufband; and fhe was fo 
offended at his attachment to a favourite 
miftrefs, that the withdrew from his houfe, 
and remained for fome time in a convent near 
Rome. Afterwards, being reconciled to him, 
fhe died at Rome on the 18th of June, 1735, 
aged 33; her death, according to the account 
: of 


——. 
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of a writer * attached to the Stüart family, 
was occafioned by religious abftinence and 
too fevere mortifications : her remains -were 
interred with regal pomp in the church of 
St. Peter, where a monument was erected to 
her memory. She left two fons by the Che- 
valier: Charles, ufually termed count of Al- 
bany, and Henry, cardinal of Yorke. Charles 
married the princefs of Stolberg, by whom 
he has no children: a mifunderftanding not 
after their marriage taking place between 


long 
them, fhe quitted her hufband, and took 
(helter in a convent in the Tufcan dominions ; 


and, as her quarrel was efpoufed by the car- 
dinal of Yorke, fhe obtained a feparation for 
life. We may therefore forefee the extinction 
of the Sobiefki line in the Stuart ‘branch, 
The ample patrimony of James Sobiefki was 
divided equally between his two. daughters. 
Having lent a confiderable fum. to the houfe 
of Auftria; he obtained in return a mortgage 
"^. eftates in Silefia, which, upon 


upon cer ates 1 
the divifion of the property after his deceafe, 


o 
fell to the Stuart family, ana were in- their 
poffeffion when the king of Pruh fecured 
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jefty confifcated thefe lands to himfelf by 
right of conqueft; and the houfe of Auftria 
never made any further compenfation for the 
above-mentioned loan. 

Alexander, fecond fon of John Sobiefki, 
was born at Dantzic in 1677 ; and as he was 
brought into the world after his father had 
been raifed to the throne, he was ufually ftyled 
by his mother, who adored him, the fon of 
the king ; while the affected to call his brother 
James, who was born before his father's elec- 
tion, the fon of the great marfhal. Excited 
by his mother’s partiality, and inflamed by 
an ambition natural to youth, he even afpired 
to the throne in Oppofition to his brother 
James: afterwards however, when a more 
mature age had corre&ed his paffions, and 
his mother's influence had ceafed to miflead 
him; he declined, from a principle of fra- 
ternal affection, the acceptance of that very 
crown, which had once been the object of 
his warmett hopes. When Charles XII. 
upon the imprifonmerit of James, offered the 
crown of Poland to Alexander; the latter, 
with a difintereftednefs which refledis the 
higheft honour üpon his memory, refufed it 
with this generous declaration, * that no in- 


“ tereft 
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« tereft fhould tempt him avail himfelf 


« of his brother’s misfortunes *.”’ 


Alexander pafled his days principally at 
Rome with the queen his mother. During his 


refidence in that city, he never made his ap- 
pearance at he court of Clement XI. becaufe 
that po mtiff had re fufed to receive him with 
i 1 7 
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which he 


the marks of diftu 


[an 


foi But t 
bid: from him while alive, were 
winters unto e when dead; his body bé- 
ing permitted to lie in royal ftate, and to be 


36 nonours 


interred with the fame ceremonies, which 
attended the funeral of Chriftina queen of 
Sweden. He expired in June 1714, hav- 
ing affumed upon his dahi bed the habit of 
a capuchin, from a fuperftitious notion of 
enfuring his falvation +. 

Conftantine, having regained his liberty 
the fame time with his brother James, mars 
ried a German baronefs, maid of honour to 
the princefs of Neuburg; a marriage of 
pation, foon followed by repentance, and 
from which he in vain endeavoured to pro- 
harles XII. p. go 
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cure a releafe'by a divorce. He deceafed in 
1726 without children. 

Therefa Cunigunda, the daughter of. John 
Sobiefki, married in ode Maximilian Ema- 
nuel elector of Bavari 
1730. . Her. fon Charles 
ceeded to the electorate of 


aq Des [= ee 
ada widow 


R 


varia, was the 
unfortunate emperor. Charles VII. and her 
grandfon Maximilian jobs expi 1 
without. ifue: Her grand-dav 


[o] 


nter Maria 
Antonietta sheet "rederic Chriftian elector 


(Gy 


e blood of John Sobiefki 


of Saxony ; an 
fill flows in An veins of their. progeny, 
the prefent electoral family. 

Marie de la Grange, the confort of John 
Sobiefki, pafled the firft part of her widow- 
hood at Rome with her father the marquis 
of Arquien, who, from being captain of the 
Swifs guards to the duke of Pirieasps had been 
ud by her interet to the 
cardinal. 


dignity of 
She continued to refide in that 
city until the year 1714, when fhe retired 
into epos her native country. - Louis XIV. 
affigned the caftle of Blois for her'refidence, 


where fhe died in 1716 *, above 70 years of 


Vie de Sobiefki, v. III. p. 177. 


To face Page 250, Vol. 1. 


Genealogical Table of Joun Sosirskri's FAMILY. 


JOHN SOBIESKI died June 17, 1696; married Marie de la Grange, who died at Blois, 1716. 
| 


— —r —— ie —————— —— — 

James Lovis, b. 16 d. at Zolkiew, in Po- THERESA CUNIGUNDA, b. March 6, ALEXANDER BENEDICT, CONSTANTINE LADISLAUS, b. 1680; 
land 17373 H Eleonora daughter 1672; mar. in 1695 Maximilian b. 1677; d. at Rome died 1726 without iffue ; m. a German 
of Philip William Ele&or Palatine. Emanuel Elector of Bavaria; d. 1730. 1714, unmarried, 

m MU — I nee 
à CuanrrsVI. Albert, b. 1697; Frerpinanp MARIA, b. 1699; 
sth Nov. 1697; m. in b. 1702 ; m. at Mon- Em; d. d..1738 ; Anne daughter 
1. Frederic Mau- afcone in Sep.1719, Mary Amalia daughter of the D m Ele&or Pa- 
James Edward,» the Emperor Jofeph I. 


to the Bri- 


co CC OOO OOOO 


Maria ANTONIETTA, b. July, 17245 MAXIMILIAN Joszrs, CLEMENT Francis DE 
Frederic Chiittian Eleétor Elector of Bavaria, b. PAULA, married Anne, 


died Jan. t. daughter of Jofe; 
iffue 5 Cha:les Prince Palatines 
married Anne Sophia, died without ifue, 


daugh.of Auguftus III. 
" King of Poland. 
Freperic Aucust 


of Saxony, born 17 


ie prefent Ele&or 
jarried Maria 


Amalia princefs of I 


James Lzoror», 


CuanLzs, the pretender, b. at 
Rome 1720 ; married a princefs 
of Stolberg; d. 1786, 
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age. Her remains were tranfported to War- 


faw, and from thence conveyed, together 


with thofe of her hufband, in 1734, to Cra- 


cow, and interred in the cathedral of that 
city *. 


* Lengnich, Hift. p. 390 
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CIRA ah, Ve 


Coins of _Poland.— Public hbrary.— State of 
Learning. — Literature encouraged by the 
king.—Wretched adminiftration of juflice.— 
Prifons of Warlaw.—Punifhments for crimi- 
nal offences.—Torture abolifhed.—Laws re- 
lating to debtors. 

EFORE our departure from Warfaw 

we vifited fome objects of literary curi- 
ofity ufually infpected by foreigners. We 
firft adjourned to the palace to examine fome 
coins and medals relative to the hiftory of 
Poland. The count of Mazinfki, natural fon 
of Auguftus III. purchafed the greateft part 
of this colle&ion, and prefented it to his 
prefent majefty. I fhall not enter upon any 
account of the foreign coins and medals ; but 
content myfelf with mentioning a few which 
relate to Poland. 

The earlieft coin is that of Boleflaus I. fon 
of Miciflaus, the firft Polifh prince converted 
to Chriftianity: this piece of money was 
ftruck in 999, probably foon after the in- 


troduction 
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troduction of coining into Poland. There 
was no head of the fovereign upon it, only 
the Poli(h eagle on one fide, and a crown on 
the reverfe. The feries of coins is broken 
unti] Sigifmond I. from whofe acceffion it 
is continued in an uninterrupted line, Henry 
of Valois excepted ; during whofe fhort reign 
no money was ftruck in Poland. I noticed 
a curious piece of Albert of Brandenburgh 
as duke of Pruffia, after he had wrefted that 
country from the Teutonic knights. -The 
Pruffian eagle is marked with an S, to thew 
that Albert held his lands as feudal and tri- 
butary to Sigifmond I, There was a fine 
medal in honour of John Sobiefki’s raifing 
the fiege of Vienna, with the following pun- 
ning infcription : Urbem fervaftis et orbem. 
I likewife obferved a medal of his prefent 
majefty, caft in the late turbulent times; it 
had a well-executed likenefs of the king on 
one fide, and on the reverfe an emblem of 
civil commotions, a fhip in a ftorm with the 
claffical allufion, Ne cede malis, 

The public library next engaged our at. 
tention, The colle&ion owes its beginning 
to the private bounty of two bifhops of the 
family of Zalufki; the following infcription 


is 


CREE tsa 
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is over the door; ** Civium ufui perpetuo 
* Zaluficorum par illufire dicavit 1714.” It 
has fince received feveral large additions from 
various benefactors; and .contains 200,000 
volumes. It is very:rich in books and manu- 
{cripts relating to the Polith hiftory. 

I have only a few obfervations to make 
upon the general {tate of literature in Poland, 
‘my ftay in this country not being long enough 
to collect a more circumftantial account. 

There are two univerfities, one at Cracow, 
and the other at Vilna: the former was under 
the direction of priefts, called Academicians ; 
and the latter was fuperintended by the Je- 
fuits; but in both, the courfe of ftudies was 
chiefly confined. to theology. Since the fup- 
preffion of the Jefuits, the king has eftablifh- 
ed a committee of education, compofed of 
members diftinguifhed either by high ftation, 
or enlightened underftandings. . The com- 
mittee has an abfolute power in matters of 
education ; appoints profeffors; regulates their 
falary; and directs their ftudies. The ad- 
vantages of this regulation have already been 
experienced. 

Although from the nature of the govern- 
ment learning has in no period been widely 


7 diffufed 
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ci 5 
difufed in Poland, yet there never have been 
wanting men of genius and literature, who 
have been an ornament to their country: 
and perh ation can boaft a more re- 
gular fücceffion of excellent hiftorians * ; or 
ereater variety of writers deeply converfant 
Under 


aps no n 


a 
in the laws, ftatutes, and conftitution. 


Sigifmond I. and his fon Sigifmond Auguftus, 


E 


the arts and fciences began to be greatly 
e 

diftinguifhed. by royal patronage ; 

the fucceeding mon- 


they were 
cherifhed by fome of 
archs, particularly John Sobiefki; but no 
prince has paid them more attention than the 
prefent king Stani flaus Auguftus. His mu- 
nificence in this particular ise been attended 
with the happieft effects. The F 


have, within a few years, given to the public 


Polifh literati 


a much greater variety of elegant per form- 
ances than ever appeared in any former period 
of the fame length. What is more material, 
a tafte for fcience has fpread itfelf 
the nobles, and begins to be regarded as an 
The enlargement of mind, 


among 


accomplifhment. 
derived by thefe licentious fpirits from- this 
new purfuit, has already weaned feveral of 


* See p. 216; 


pum 
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them from their habits of barbarous turbu- 
dence, and greatly humanized their civil de- 
portment.. lt may in time teach them tho- 
roughly to comprehend the true intereft of 
their country, and the ex <pedience of due fub- 
ordination, hitherto deemed incompatible with 
liberty : thefe petty defpots will, perhaps, be 
induced to lay afide their impolitic contempt 
for their vafials ; they will perceive that the 
burghers and peafants are the true fupports of 
nes country; and that Poland wants no- 
thing but juftice and order to become as flou- 
tithing as any of the neighbouring ftates 
During my continuance at Warfaw I vifited 
the feveral prifons ; and inquired into the 
hature’ of the various tribunals, and the dif- 
ferent modes of punifhment for criminal 
offences: the occafion of turning my parti- 
cular obfervation to thefe objects was prin- 
cipally owing to a cafual meeti ng I had at 
Vienna with the benevolent Mr. Howard, 
whofe humane attention to the outcafts of 
fociety has reflected fo’ much honour on him- 
felf and ihis country. Informing him that 
l was proceeding to the northern vide gdoms, 
I intimated an intention to examine the ftate 


of the prifons and penal laws in thofe coun- 


§ tries ; 
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tries; and profeffed a readinefs to lay before 
y obfervations. Mr. How- 


Rale 


him the refult of m 
ard approved my defign; függefted 
ufeful hints, and even dictated fome fpecific 


feveral 


queftions tending grea ly to facilitáte my in- 
quiries. 


I {hall not énter upon a defcription of the 
prifons in Warfaw; as they afforded ícarcely 
any thing worthy of particular notice ; I fhall 
therefore €ohfirie myfelf to the general admi- 
niftration of juftice: 

Atrocious crimes, fuch as murder, é&c: 
are punifhed by beheading or hanging ; leffer 
delinquencies by whipping, hard labour, and 
imprifonment: the nobles never fuffer any 
corporal punifliment; but are liable only to 
imprifonnient and death. Torture was abo- 
lifhed in 1776, by an edi& of the diet, in- 
troduced by the influence of the king ; a regu- 
judgment 
as of his benevolence. It is an infinite fa- 
f 


lation as expreflive of his majefty’s 
tisfaction to fee the rights of humanity ex- 
tending thémíelves in countries, where du 
had been but littl known; a circumftance 


that muft caft a great reflection on thofe 


nations which, like France, have attained 
| the higheft pitch of civilization, and yet re- 


Vor. I. $ tain 
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tain the ufelefs and barbarous cuftom of tor- 
ture * 

The defects of the police in this country 
are by no circumftances fo ftrongly evinced; 
as by the frequent impunity of the moft atro- 
cious crimes: this dms may be traced from 
the following caufes. 1. The greateft cri- 
minals find at times little difficulty in engag- 
ing the protection of fome of the principal 
nobles, who occafionally aflemble their vaf- 
fals and retainers in arms, and drive the 
officers of juftice from their lands. This 
anarchy refembles the ftate of Europe in the 
14th century, during the prevalence of the 
feudal. laws ; when every great baron poffeffed 
territorial jurifdiction, and was almoft equal 
in authority to the king. 2. The law, efteem- 


ed BY: the 


their liberty, which enacts +, that no gentle- 


man can be arrefted for mifdemeanors until he is 
convicted of them, notwithftandin E the ftrong- 


^ La quefiion p 


"ratore, or the infliGtion of torture, 
for forcing the confeffion of a crime from an accufed per- 
fon, has indeed been lately abolifhed in France; but the 
torture ufed. for’ the difcovery of accomplices is {til 
retained. 


+ Neminem captivabimus nifi jure vidum. 


x eft 


Polith. gentry the gréat bulwark of 
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€. 5. 
eft degree of prefumptive proof: the offender, 

of courfe, if likely to be found guilty, t takeh 
care to withdraw himfelf Do the comple- 
tion of the procefs. Murd 
bery on the highway, and a Sa other capital 


r indeed, and rob- 


crimes, are excluded from this privilege : but 
even in thofe flagrant enormities no gentle- 


man can be taken into cuftody, unlefs actu- 
ally apprehended in the commiílion of the 
offence. 3. The right which bu town 
pofiefles of having its 

juftice, with ug be 
inhabitants. Many 


fent reduced to fuc di 
to deferve the name of 
places, ets dd the : j 
totally unqualifie d for the 
high office. Innocence and 


means, are often not difting 


often wantonly confounded. Not only the 
power of levying difcretionary fines, but the 


infliction of corporal punifhment, and even of 
death itfelf, is entrufted to thefe contempti- 
ble tribunals. The chancellor Zamoifki has, 
in the new code of laws which he is prepar- 
ing for the infpe&üon of the diet, d 
$2 the 


Ee 
defcribe 


PÄ ae 
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the abuifes of thefe petty courts of juftice in 
the moft forcible language; and propofes, 
as the only adequate remedy of the evil, to 
annihilate this right of penal jurifdiction in all 
but nine of the principal towns. 4. There 
are no public officers whofe province it is to 
profecute the offenders in the king's name. 
Hence, even in cafe of murder, robbery upon 
the highway, and the moft atrocious crimes, 
the delinquent generally efcapes, unlefs fome 
individual indicts and brings him to trial: 
this feldom happens, as the procefs is attend- 
ed with no {mall fhare of expence. The ju- 
rídi&ion of the great maríhal is almoft the 
only exception to this flagrant defe& of com- 


mon juftice. His juridiction is in force in 


n 


the place where the king refides, and to the 
diftance of three Polifh miles. Wiese that 
diftrict the great marfhal can arreft and pro- 
fecute for crimes of felony without any plain- 
tiff. In cafes alfo of high treafon, certain 
officers of the crown, called in/tigatores, are 
impowered by their own authority to cite 
fufpicious perfons before the diet. 5. The 
power which every plaintiff poffeffes of with- 
drawing his profecution, even in cafes of the 
Baia enormity: this cuftom fcreens all but 


" 7 the 


On 
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the indigent from the purfuit of juftice; as 
perfons of moderate property are generally 
able to bribe the neceflity or avarice of their 
accufer. ‘This E ice, founded on a narrow 
principle, that outrages againft individuals 
are merely private, pat ee offences, is an 
inftance of the groffeft barbarifm, which all 
civilized nations have renounced: for it re- 
quires a very fmall degree of legiflative- im- 
provement to perceive ; that private wrongs, 
when unchaftized, become highly injurious to 
the community at large, by affording encou- 
ragement to fimilar offe 

In vifiting the prifons I faw the bad ef- 
fects of this ufage exemplified in a ftriking 
inftance, Two perfons, indicted for the affaf- 
fination of a Jew, had been cS rmit pay * 


remain in prifon t 
without being bro 


dow of the deceafed 

they were imprifoned, baving agreed, on the 
payment of a ftipulated fum, to drop the fuit 
and grant them a ar their inability to 


L ap e VT 1T rar 1 
been the only reafon 


fatisfy her demand | 
for detaining them fo long 


h 


when I faw them they had 


money, and were upon the- point ot obtaining 
a final difcharge. 
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7 


rom this fketch of the adminiftration of 
ilice e ee this country, the expediency of a 
thorough reformation is very apparent. . That 
able Toilas count Zaki, in the new 
code of laws which I have frequently had 
occafion: to mention, has paid particular at- 
tention to the. amendment of the criminal 
laws. But as any innovations in the courts 
of juftice, calculated to produce any effential 
benefit, muft materially infringe the privileges 
of the nobles, and countera& the national 
prejudices ; the moft ufeful code can {carcely 
xpect to receive the fanction of the diet. 

The laws relating to debtors are as follow. 
The creditor proceeds againft the debtor at 
his own expence ; anda until the. trial is 
finifhed, allows him eight grofchens, or th 
half-pence, a day for bi: maintenance ; when 
the debt is proved, the creditor is releafed 


* 4 1 
from the above-mentioned contribution: the 


o 
H 


debtor continues. in prifon, at the difcretio 


of his creditor,, until 


1, if he 
himfelf by work ing with 


‘ood, faw- 


In cafe a 


nts in cutting wo 
1 


ing ftone, or cleaning the ftr 


CLS. 


151 t£ Aen fd ^ ears 
a. debt, an action- lies 
gainft his lands and goods, and not againft 


his 


gentleman 
a 


5. ADMINISTRATION 


his perfon, unlefs ‘he 


with a double fignature, 

afcertainment of the debt, the other as a 

renunciation of his exemption from arrefts ; 

but a noble of high diftinction, even though 

he fhould bind himfelf by this engagement, 
i 


can bid defiance to all danger of imprifon- 


ment. 
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Departure from Warfaw. — Bialliftock. = 
Entertainment at the countefs of Braniiki’s 
palace.— Duchy of Lithuania.— Jes union 
with Poland. — Defcristion of Grodno,— 
Diets.—Phyfic garden.— General productions 
of Lithuania.— Account of the Wild-ox.— 
Of the Remiz and its pendent neft.— Manu- 
Jactures.— Entertainments. — Hlofpitality of 
the Poles.—Election-dinner, and ball, 


EFORE we quitted Warfaw, we were 

honoured with another inftance of his 
majefty's wonderful condefcenfion, a letter 
written with his own hand to the poft-mafter 
at Grodno, ordering that we fhould be fup- 
plied with every accommodation which could 
be procured; and that we fhould be per- 
mitted to vifit the manufactures and every 
object of curiofity, 

We giuitted the capital on the roth of 
Auguft, croffed the Viftula, and pafied through 
the fuburbs of Praga. About an Englifh mile 
from Warfaw a foreft begins ; and' continues, 
with little interruption, to the diftance of 


eighteen 
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eighteen miles, At Wengrow we obferved a 
fine corps of Ruffian. troops quartered in the 
yillage. Some of the places in our route, 
though extremely wretched, enjoyed their own 
police and courts of juftice; they confiíted 
of wooden huts, moftly thatched, fome roofed 
with wood, and a few with tiles. The 
country was chiefly fandy and level until. we 
arrived at the Bog, which we croffed at Gran: 
the river was broad and fhallow. We af- 
cended from its banks a fmall rife ; and found 
a better foil, and the country more diverfified. 
The road was not unpleafant, running through 
fields fown with different fpecies of corn, 
hemp, and flax; but we never loft fight of 
the foreft, and always faw it fkirting the 
horizon. 


In many places I obferved the 
wood encroaching upon the fields, and young 
trees fhooting up in great numbers wherever 
cultivation had been neglected. I was in- 
formed that this is the cafe in moft parts of 
Poland ; many traces of former enclofures, and 
even the veftiges of paved ftreets, being dif- 
cernible in the center of the foreíts. 

The largeft place we paífed through was 
Bielfk, capital of the palatinate of Podalachia, 
where the dietine for the diftrict is held: it 
is little better than 4 miferable village, though 
called, 


cx 


which I found infinite | thofe 
wretched dwelline exa 


mined in the towns 
were more free; 
4a ER TVA PARIET 
iurniturC and ion 


1 


nothing but the 


were ioa flaves, and tittis tions and 


pearance correfponde d wit 


I could fcarcely P ficured to 


myfelf fuch objects of poverty and mif 


The country we traverfed from Warfaw to 

tock was in. general fandy ; but in fome 
Cc 

places the foil was very rich. All parts were 

f Y 

ht for cultivation; and many fpots had the 


pearance of great fertility. We remarked, 


ever, thi 


at the harveft, even in the moft 


tracts, was but indifferent; a cir- 


evening at Bialli- 
[o] 


which 


SA of 
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Po 


each other at uniform diftances. 
rior neatnefs of Bialliftock is owing to 
luftrious family of Branifki, whofe palace 
Rands: clofe to the town, ai d who have con- 
tributed to ornament their place of tefidence. 


It belongs to the countefs Branifki, fifter of 
i t 


the prefent king, and widow of the late grea 
general Branifki; who, notwithftanding this 


rm iy 


alliance, Warini 


'The morning after our si the countefs, 


to whom we had a letter from pi ince Staniflaus 

Poniatowfki, honoured us with a moft polite 

invitation to dinner ; and fent her carriage to 

convey us to the matin We were moft 

politely received by our noble hoftefs ; and 

were convinced from her amiable manners, 
st 


a £c 
ny flow of 


condefcending | behaviour, and 
converfation, that affability and good fenfe are 
natural to the family of Poniatow fki. 

We found 


1 
table, whom. the countefs had i invited to par- 


roe company affembled at 


s 
o 


"zr 
board, 
ery delicacy. Among 

P, o 
ation turned upon our 


ugh a country fo poor 


[0j 

o 
and wretched, and fo deficient. in comfor dion : 
à 
“A 


Cereri e Lo 
mmodations. ** I fuppofe," faid a Polifh 


gentleman, « you carry your beds with you ;" 
to which we replied in the negative. ** How 
“do you fleep. then ?"—« Upon ftraw, when 
“we can get it; and, when we are not fo 


Cae + 1 3 
ortunate, upon the bench, 


or upon a table."—« ike your pro- 
** vifions,” returned the Pole.—« Very fel- 
dom." — * How do you live then ?’?— 
Upon what we can procure: one of our 
fervants is fent before; and generally con- 
trives to obtain fome kind of provifion, 
which may footh, if not fatisfy, the de- 
mands of hunger; but we have travelling 
appetites, and are not faftidious,”—« You 
are not, however, without knives, forks, 
and fpoons; for fuch conveniences are not 
known among the peafants."—* We each 
of us carry a clafp-knife; are now and 
then fo fortunate as to meet with a wooden 
{poon ; and never regret the want of a fork." 
Here our noble hoftefs made a propofal ta 
fupply us with knives, forks, and {poons, to^ 
gether with wine and provifion: upon our 


declining this offer, fhe pleafantly replied, 


<c 


[11 t 


Perhaps you are above accep them; I 


* know the 


ij aughty ; will 
“you purchafe them?” We made anfwer, 


XX re n afraid of dava mcr s 
that we were not afraid of lavine ourfelves 


qu. 
under 
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afl 
molt 


dome! 


taking 
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bu." under any obligations to a perfon of her 
low politenefs and g generofity ; but that the object 
hen of our travels was to gratify curiofity rather 
t fy than appetite ; and that we thought ourfelves 


moft likely to become acquainted with the 
domeftic ceconómy of the peafants, by par- 
taking of their accommodations, and by rely- 
ing on them for the fupply of our wants. 
Willing, however, not to appear rude in a 


rejection of i whole offer, we accepted a few 


E bottles of wine. 
The countefs did us the honour to conduct 
us herfelf through the apartments of the pa- 


lace, which is a large building in the Italian 

grandeur and 
magnificence, generally called the Verfailles 
of Poland. It was formerly only a royal 
hunting feat; John Cafimir gave it, together 


iCal 5 -— 


tafte; and, on.account of its 


j J 
j with Bialliftock and other- eftates, to Cz Zar- 
niefki, a general highly diftinguifhed by his 


victories over the Swedes at the time that 
1 
f 


Poland was nearly crufhed by her enemies. 
Among the curiofities preferved in the palace 
is a golden cup, w hich Czarniefki was ac- 

hi rdle ; and 


cuftom 1ed to wear fa 


Ty agg BSR he ary ^ 
ered fafh which he among 
o 
2 e eda NT lus 
after a sat of Cha X. and 
er, ah os ` 
| belong to that monarch. Czar- 


niefki 
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niefki left one dat ughter, 
the father of the ldte 


who married Branifki 
great general, by which 
matriage the eftate came into that family. 
There is one apartment which Auguftus III. 
uled to occupy whenever he paffed this way 
to the diet of Grodno; and whic 


h, out of 
to the memory of their late fovereign, 
is left in its original ftate. 


refpe ect 
In another room 
portrait of Auguftus in his royal 
robes; with..his head {haved in the Polith 


Low : 
fafhion, as he appeared on the 


day of his 


coronation. In the afternoon we drove about 
the park and grounds, which are very ex- 
tenfive, and elegantly laid out in the Englifh 


tafte. 


th a fuppe r 


lè Vi 
e las ee oo ith reoret, of 


Ww e fat off 
way we 


eui from Bial- 
raverfed a con- 


afterwards the country became 


1 
aboundin 2 with corn and pafture ; 


the towns and villa | were lone and ftr: aggling ; 
Pc Yers 
] AVET 1 SU £ 
dll t even the churche SPE Os 


wood ; beggars furrounded our car- 
: 
ftopped ; 
vithout end. About four we ar- 


rived at HAN we firt 


ridoe whenever we JEWS made thei 
o 


through 


tome 


wA 
[o 
len] 
= 
bap | 
-" 
di 
ci 
4s 
p 
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ce 6g "DUGH 
by Jews, 
1 is broad, 
g banks 


is built upon an 


fome ebir 
and fe IGE rried o Ver 


clear, and 


and came 


eminence oi 


; the capi 


l town in 


i wil ill 


adiflaus Jaghel- 
lon, having efpoufe and embraced 


the Ch was raifed to the Polifh 


throne, and reigned over both countries. 


cere a convert 


a Je 4 
religion, which he’ at firft adopted 
views; that he endeavoured 
s doctrines among his idolatrous 


s 


thuania. In fubferviency to this 


— the hallowed groves 
to be cut down, the oracular fhrine to be 


d fire to be extinguifhed, 


deftroyed, the 

E AAT o R ae a qn NS X 

and the ferpents wor hipped as Gods by his 
P} 


fuperftitious fubjects 


univerfally prevailed he people, that 


wh EVE 
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whoever profanely attempted tó deftroy thefe 
objects of their worthip, would be ftruck with 
inftantaneons death: when the falfity of this 
tradition was proved by the impunity of thofe 
concerned in the füppofed facrilege, the Li- 
thuanidns flocked in fuch crouds to be con- 
verted, that the priefts could only beftow fe- 
parate baptifm on perfons of diftintion ; but 
diftributed tlie multitude in ranks, and, fprink- 
ling them with water, gave one Chriftian name 
to each rank without diftin@ion of fex *; 
Ladiflaus, having thus introduced the Cliriftian 
religion into Lithuania, nominated his brother’ 
Cafimir Skirgello governor of that duchy, and 
returned to Poland; but a civil war being 
excited by the ambition of Alexander, fur- 
named Vitoldus, and by the difcontents of 


JEgré gens barbara majotum fuorum religiones rez 
linquebat. Sed cum juflu regis facer ignis extin&tus; 
* templum aráque ejus diruta & ad 


€c 
I ytum, unde oracula à 
facerdote edebantur, everfum Vilnz effet, nécatique fer- 
pentes, & fuccifi luci nulla cujufquam lefione," &c. 
&c. 


* Sed cum immenfi laboris effet fingulos facro fonte tin- 
** gere, nobilioribus tantum hic honor habitus : reliquum 
f vero vulgus turmatim diftributum, aqua luftrali five 


“ facrá à facerdotibus confperfum eft, unumque nomen 


* cuique turme tam virorum quàm mulierum inditum." 
Cromer, p. 368. 


the 


e. 6. DUCHY OF LITHUANIA: om 


4 


the people, till attached to their Pagan rites, 
Lithuania was for fome time a {cene of tumu 
and hoftility. At length, by a compromife 
V 'itoldus was appointed g ereat-duke ; 


It 


in I bes 25 
and pria contented himfelf with a no- 
£ Lithuania affembled 


into an offenfive and 
the king and republic 


it was ftipulated, in a 


ithuanians held. in the 


that, upon the demife of 
Vitoldus, the Lithuanians fhould acknowledge 
ke but the perfon who fhould 


no other great-duke 
be appointed by the king, and with the agree- 
I 


ment of the two nations; that, in. cafe La- 
diflaus died without iffue, the Poles fhould 


ele& no king w ithout the confent of V Titoldus 
and the Lithuanians ; and that a diet, com- 

fed of E tans from both nations, 
fal neet whenever it was thought ne- 
E t Lublin or Parzow *. From the 
demife of Vitoldus, who expired in 1439 
in the Soth year of his age, the great- dukes 
were fometimes, in confor mity to this com- 
pact, nominated by the kings 


* Dlugoffius & Cromer. 
ry^ 
yt 


of Poland; 


274 
at other times, in violation of it, by the 
Lithuanians. At length Sigifmond * I. for- 
tunately united in his perfon the two foye- 
reignties, and was fucceeded in both by his 
fon Sigifmond Auguftus. 


TRAVELS INTO POLAND. 


Hitherto the connection between the two 
nations had been more an alliance than an 
union; but Sigifmond Auguftus having no 
children, and being the only furviving male 
heir of the Jaghellon family, planred the 
union of Poland and Lithuania, left upon his 
deceafe the connection íhould be diffolved, 
and the two nations be again governed by 
different princes. After fome difficulties, and 
being once fruftrated in his attempt, he ob- 
tained, from a general diet held at Lublin in 
1569, that Poland and Lithuania fhould from 
henceforth be united and confidered as one 
nation; that one fovereign fhould be chofen 
conjointly by both people; that the Lithua- 
nians fhould fend nuntios to the general diet, 
be admitted into the fenate, and have an equal 
fhare in the public honours and employments ; 
that no alliance fhould be made with foreign 
powers, and no embafladors difpatched with- 
out.the confent of both parties ; that the fame 
money íhould pafs current in. both countries ; 
in fhort, that they fhould have no diftin&ion 

2 of 
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of privilege or intereft. Upon the ratification 
of this union, Si gifmond Auguftus reno unced 
all hereditary ri; ght to Lithuania. From this 
perfon has been uniformly 


period the fame 
Poland a and. great- duke of 


elected king of 
Lithuania; and the two nations have been 
incorporated into one republic * K, 

Grodno is a large and ftraggling place, but 
contains no more than 3,000 Chriftians, ex- 

luding the períons employed in the manu- 
— and 1,000 Jews. It has greatly 
earance of a town in decline; con- 
a mixture of wretched hovels, falling 
houfes, and. ruined palaces, with magnificent 
gateways, remains of its ancient {plendour. 
A few habitations in goo od . repair make the 
contrat more ftriking. 

'The old palace, in 
to refide during the diets, ftood upon an hill 
of fand rifing “abruptly frum the river, and 
forming part of its bank: fome remains of 
the ancient walls full exift. Oppofite to this 
hill is the new palace, built, but never in- 
habited, by Auguftus III. as it was: not 
Gnithed at the time of his death. In this 


palace are the apartments wherein the diet 


the ap pp 


taining 


which the kings ufed 


* Lengnich, Jus Pub. v. I. p. 30 to 33- 


F2 are 
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are held, or rather will be held if they are 
ever again fummoned to Grodno. According 
to the reaty of Hrodlo; Lublin, or Parzow, 
or any othér more dflntiodioxs town, was 
pointed for the meeting of the Polif 


olifh and 
1 
tf 


DE 
t uties; but in the articles of 


Li quanian 


union it was that Waríaw fthould 
be the place where the reprefentatives of the 
two- nations were to affemble *. In 16 


e 
as I have already obferved, it was éna&te 


Vds 


that every third diet -thould be held at 


Grodno ; ‘and,’ in conformity to -this 


] 
national affembly was convened here 
in 1678 under John Sobiefki. ^ Büt when th 
ext turn of Grodno arrived, that monarch 
fummoned the diet to Warfaw : the Lithua- 


nians ftrongly oppofed. this infri ingement of 


Hie 
their tights; and their deputies, inftead of 


proceeding to Warfaw, where the king, fe- 
nate, and nuntios of Poland were met ren 
5 2 


paired to' this town, and formed a feparate 


diet. In order to- prevent a civil war, which 
this "divifion might occafion, a negotiation 
: 8 


took place ; and it was at length fettled, that 
the diet of mat fhould affemble at Warfaw, 
but be called the: diet of Grodno, and that 


* Lengnich, Jus Pub. v; II. p. 315, &c. 


tacil 
coul 


toy 


6 GRODNO. 


C. O- 
the marfhal fhould‘be chofen from the Li- 
From. that .time the 


thuanian nuntios *. 
diets’ have been occafionally í 
Grodno; until the reign of his prefent ma- 
jetty, when they have been, uniformly held 


at Waríaw; and this innovation has been 
tacitly agreed to by the Lithuanians, on ac- 
the diftance of this town from the 


fammoned to 


count of 
as well as in confideration of 
the troubles which conv ulfed the country. 

We carried a letter of recommendation to 
Mr. Gillibert, a F rench naturalift of great 
who has the fuper- 


royal refidence, 
1 


learning and abilities, 
ntendence of the college and phyfic gar den. 
The king of Poland hits eftablifhed in this 
place a Royal Academy of Phyfic for Li- 
thuania, in which ten (tudents are inftructed 
in phyfic, and. twenty in furgery. They 
all lodged, boarded, and taught at his 


majefty’s expence: an inftitution that reflects 


the higheft honour upon the king; and which 
has great] y flourithe sd under the royal patronages 


are 


and protection. 1 
did not exit in 1776, made, when I pafled 


through the town in 1778, a very refpect- 
able appearance ; which was entirely owing 


The phyfic garden, which 


* Vie de Sobiefki, p. I9. 
T 3 
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to Mr. Gillibert's attention and care. It 


contained 1,%00 exotics, amongfít which were | a 
feveral delicate American plants fown in the qu 
open air, and which thrived rem: arkably well un 
in this climate. Mr. Gillibert told me, that th 
he had difcovered 200 {pecies of plants in b 
Lithuania, which were only thought indige- m 
nous in Siberia, Tartary, and Sweden ; and ti 
that in the whole duchy he had obferved li 
980 fpecies, exclufive of the forts common to 0 
moft countries in Europe, : 

Mr. Gillibert had lately formed a {mall | y 


collection, c chiefly confifting of the productions 
of Lithuania; and was x loyed in arranging 
materials for a natural hi iftory of this duchy ; 
he pronotes to begin his publications upon 
that fubje@ with a Fhra Lithu: anica ; which 
will be fu ly followed by an account | 
of the mineralogy, infe 


birds. Confider ing the 


Rte in this E 


Gs, q uadr upeds, and 


ant 


f natural 


it on comple te tis ^b but P is ir 


o 
ity and attention Pici not effect. | 
vals roving in the boundlefs forefts 
of Lithuania are the bear, the wolf, the elk 


S3 | 


the wild-ox, the lynx, the beaver, the glou- 


n, the wild-cat, &c. | 


At 
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t At Grodno I had an opportunity of feeing 
. a female of the wild-ox, probably the fame 

quadruped which is defcribed by Ariftotle 
under the name of Benafus, ftyled Urus in 
the Commentaries of Caefar, and called .Bzfoz 
l by fome naturalifts. That which fell under 
il grown, about I g 
fhaped Wl 


my obfervation was not fu 
l the fize of a -common Englifh cow, 
l like a buffalo, but without the protuberance | Ji 
9 over its fhoulders: its neck was high and i 
thick, and covered with long hair, or mane, Mn 
| which. fringed down the throat and breaft, 
and hung almoft to the ground, fomewhat 


refembling that of an old lion: the forehead 


was narrow, 
yards *, and the tongue © 
The male, as we were informed, is fome- 
i feet in height, and. is more fierce 


with two horns turning in- 
f a bluifh colour. i 3 


times fix 
and fhaggy than the female. MI 
MI 

* Ariftotle defcribes the horns of the Bonafus as Wi 
c crooked and bending IU 


QOS AANA 
« towards each other.” A circumftance which feems to 
s upon Ariftotle, who did not WIE hii 


varies exceedingly in 


yaupe xe 


have puzzled commentator 

confider that the figure of the horns 

Yon D faertess HE NI " ED ; , a i 

the fame fpecies, in a wild or tame ftate, and cannot be 

admitted as forming a fpecilic difference. See Arift. 

^y A 5 TUE ^ A MA 

| Hift. Anim. L. IX. c. 45. alfo Camus Hift. des Ant- 

] maux, cited in Maty’s Review for April, 1783; P- 313 A 

&c, EU 
Linneus TWN AT 


for- 


h was 


nic 


>| 


ics RUTRUM 


MALE and FEMALE 


Published wcontiny to Actor Zt 
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he Rowe * 
he- REUZ * or 


ture are Very common. 
little fpecies of titmoufe, called Parus Pen- 
not unfreque atly found in thefe 
parts. The wondrous ftructure of its pen- 
dent neft induced me to give an engraving 

and the birds themfelves. 'They 
are of the fmalleft fpecies of titmice. The 
head is of a very pale bluith afh-colour; the 
and the breaft dic with 
back and 


s E £ Mee. 
quill feathers 


7.,]7. : 
Gulinmus, 1S 


of both that 


forepart of the neck 


red; the belly white ; wings black ; 
a yell lowifh ruft-c olour; 


rump of 
fides white; the 


cinereous, with the exterior 


tail ruft-coloured. The male is fingularly dif- 
e female by a pair of black- 


tinguifhed from 


pointed whifkers. 


fhape of a. long purfe, 


amazing art, by inter- 


weaving down, gofs-a-mer, S ud minute fibres, 


in a clofe and compact manner, an d. the 


3 Sag ye es ; 
lining the infide with down alone, fo as to 

| pang R 1 4 5 
make a fhug and warm lodge for its young 
at the fide, 


Soe TOP NUN cupo 
its edge more ftrongly mark- 


brood. ‘The entrance is fmall 


and round, with 
ed than the reft of this curious fabric: the 


am inde .bted to that able naturalift, Mr. Pennant, 


tion of the Rémiz, and for the anne: xed 
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bird, attentive to the prefervation of its eggs 
and nefüings f from noxious animals, fufpends 
it at the leffer end to the extremity of the 
flender twigs of a willow, or fome other tree, 
over a river. Contrary to the cuftom of tit- 
mice, it lays only four or five eggs: pofüibl 
Providence hath ordained this {cantinefs of 
eggs to the Remiz; becaufe by the fingular 
inftinct imparted to this bird, it is ena bled to 
fecure its young much more effectually from 
deftruction, than the other { {pecies, which are 
very prolific. 

Mr. Gillibert acquainted me that a great 
quantity of yellow amber is frequently dug 
up in the Lithuanian forefts ; and that it is 
probably the production of a {mall refinous 
pine*, He informed me that the .duchy 


abounds 


* Naturalifts have long differed concerning the origin 
E m Some ma 


iin it to be an animal fubftance : 
others clafs it among the minerals; fome affert, that it is 
a vegetable oil united with a mineral acid; but the moft 
common opinion feems to be that it is a foffil bitumen, 
A few, with Mr. G illibert, hold it to be the refinous juice 
ofa pine hardened by age: this latter opinion, was alfo 
maintained by the ancient Romans. Amber is moft ufually 
found upon the fea-coa ut, and doup frequently difcovered 
feveral feet beneath the furface of ‘the ground, yet has 


S been 


fuppofed to have never been dug up at any confiderable 


diftance 
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abounds in iron ochre, called by Linnæus To- 


phus humofo ocbreaceus, and defcribed by Wal- 


erius * under the article of Ferrum limofum, 
which produces forty pounds of metal in an 
hundred weight ; that it yields alfo feveral 
{pecies of copper and iron pyrites; black 
agate, which always bears a refemblance to 


the roots of pines + ; detached mafles of red 


has led 
feveral naturalifts to conjecture, that it owes, in a great 
meafure, its produétion to the fea, But this hypothefis is 
confuted by the difcovery of thefe large pieces of amber 
in the heart of the Lithuanian forefts far from any fca. 
See Plin, Hift, Nat. L. 37. Sec: XI.. Tacitus de Mor. 
Germ. Macquaire's Chymiftry, v. IL. p. 206. Bifhop of 
Landaffss (Dr. Watfon) Effays on Chym. v. Ill. p. 12. 
and particularly Wallerius Syft. Min. v. IL: p. 115—117. 
where the reader will find a lift of the principal naturalifts, 


diftance from the fea; a circumftance which 


who have written upon Amber. 

* Wallerius Syt. Min. v. II. p. 255. 

+ Mr. Gillibert thus defcribes thefe agates in the Acts 
of the Imperial Academy of Sciences. “ Mr. Gillibert 
s dans une lettre à Mr. le Profefleur Pallas, parle d'une 
« petrification trés remarquable, commune dans ce pays 
« [Lithuania], laquelle eft agathe par fa nature, mais re- 
« femble parfaitement par fa forme, à des racines de fapins 
s pétrifiées. Les racines agatifées font bandées de noir 
€ autour de leur axe, et incruftées d'une écorfe grife ou 
& blanchâtre. On en trouve à demi petrifiées; et toutes 
$ donnent une odeur empyreumatique au feu, qui provient 

« dug 
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and grey granite; pudding ftones, contain- 
ing chryftals of white quartz; the echinus 
agatized ; a large quantity of falfe preciou: 
ftones, fuch as amethyfts, topazes, garnets, 
alfo chalcedonies, cornelians, milky agates, 
the oculus catti, or cat's eye, jafpers, and par- 
ticularly the red fpecies. He added, that 
Lithuania was extremely rich in marine pe- 
trifactions, and chiefly in thofe which are 
common in the Baltic: of thefe the madre- 
pores are. the moft numerous; and amongft 


others the Corallinum Gothlandicum is not un- 
common, which is defcribed in the firft vo- 
lume of the Amænitates Academice * as ex- 
tremely rare. 

The next morning we vifited the manu- 
factures eftablifhed by the king in 1776. 
They were carrying on ‚in wooden fheds, 
built by Auguftus III. for ftables, which had 
been converted into temporary working looms, 
and dwelling houfes for the accommodation of 


the manufacturers : it was expected that the 


«d'un refte de principe bitumeneux. © D'Ailleurs toutes 
** Jes petrifications d'origine marine fe trouvent agatifées 
& dans ce pays couvert d'un fable fin, dont les eaux peu- 
“vent extraire un principe pétrifiant de cette nature." 


N QUod VD Tuta bua 
Nov. Act. Acad. Pet. foi 177 


73 po45: 


p 
I,211I. 


whole 


c. 6. 
PP 


whole eftablifhment would be foon removed 


(Y. * 4 5 
to Loffona, a village near Grodno, where 
convenient buildings; conftru&ing at his ma- 
jefty's; expence, were pe. "fitüfhed for 


that purpofe. E principal manufactures 
are. cloth and camlets, linen and cottons, 
Alk ftuffs, embroidery, filk ftockings, hats, 


lace, fire arms, needles, cards, bleaching 


wax, and carriages. The country furnifhes 
fufficient wool, flax, hemp, beavers hair, 
and wax for the fupply of the manufactures 
which employ thofe commodities; but the 
Gilk, cotton, iron, colours, gold and filver for 
the embroidery, and fine lundi from Bruf- 
fels for the lace, are imported. 

Thefe manufactures employ 3,000 | perfons, 
including thofe difperfed in the contiguous 
villages, who {pin linen and worfted thread. 
There are feventy for reigners, who direct the 
different branches; the reft are natives be- 
longing ‘to the king’s de mefnes. The ap- 
prentices are boys and girls, all children E 
Polifh | peafants who are clothed and fed, 
and have befides a fmall allowance in money. 
The dire&ors complain that there is no emu- 
lation among them; and that, although they 
are better fed and. clothed than the other 


peafants, yet they cannot excite them to in- 


duftry 
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duftry by any other means than force. Nor 
is this a matter of wonder; for they ftill con- 
tinue in a ftate of fervitude, and are appre- 
henfive, if they fhould acquire any unufual 
profit, and carry it to. their parents, it would 
be taken away: and it has frequently. hap- 
pened, that any little pittance, they had gain- 
ed by their labour, has. been wrefted from 
them, in order to pay the quit-rents which 
their parents owed to their lords. One of thefe 
apprentices, more fhrewd than the reft, faid to 
the director, who was trying to ftimulate 
her induftry, ** What advantage fhall I ob- 
** tain if I follow your advice? let me become 
* ever fo fkilful in my trade, I thall always 
* continue fubje& to my mafter:-the labour 
** will be mine, and the profits his." To 
which obfervation no anfwer could be given. 
Moft of them appeared with fuch a fettled 
melancholy in their countenances, as made 
my heart ache to fee them: and it was evi- 
dent that they worked from compulfion, and 
not from inclination. < As fome remedy to 
this evil, it has been propofed, after a certain 
term of years, to give liberty to thofe who 
particularly excel, and diftinguifh themfelves 
by any extraordinary. exertions. But this 
humane propofal has been rejected, from a 
notion 
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1 períons, when once made 


to work ; and 


notion that fucl 
free, would no Jok ager continue 
the manufactures would 
Though this 


that by thefe means 
be deprived of the beft hands. 
inconvenience might occafionally take place ; 
yet the encouragement of fuch a regulation 
uid beget alacrity and excite induftry, and 
would sere kate create a greater nun mber of 
artifts than it would emancipate. It might 
now and then occafion the lofs of a manu- 
fa&urer ; but would diffufe fuch a knowledge 
of the manufa&ure, as to render the lofs im- 
material. 

Thefe manufa&ures are ftill in 
but their inftitution reflects a confiderable luftre 


their infancy, 


upon his majefty’s reign ; and more gee x. ly 
as his attention was not withdrawn from the 
during the civil convulfions which fo ayy 
{hook his throne. 

On the firft evening of our arrival at Grodno, 
a Polifh nobleman, to whom we were in- 
troduced by Mr. Gillibert, invited us to fup- 
per with fuch franknefs and cordiality, that 
it would have been rudenefs not to have ac- 
cepted the invitation. After an hour's con- 
verfation, he configned us to the care of his 
wife, and retired ; 


nor did he again make 


his 


his appearance the whole evening. This 
PI g : 
feeming inattention, fo contrary to the polite- 


4 ccafio 


«1l 4 TIMES ‘ ^ 
nefs of the invit tion, occati ned atin fome 


furprize ; but we afterwards found, that good 
manners equally directed his behaviour in 
both thefe inftances. Having before our ar- 
rival invited fome Polilh gentlemen to fup 
with him; who could not converfe in French, 
and who drank freely; he thought juftly 


enough that we fhould pafs: amore agreeable 
evening with the ladies. We had a {mall 


party at fupper, whi ich was che et and aeree- 
able; for the Poles are a very lively people, 
and the women in general amiable and well- 


haufen iedo of di Pies it 


tion-dinner previous to the dietine, 


was an el 
which was to affemble e dus EN 
which was to aliemble at Grodno, in oraer to 
'€ fe nta i 

Boy 
g dit. 


their 


in 


ads: fhaved 


national drefs, 


4 


im the Polifh Before dinner. they 


reat refpet, fome kif- 


sahate bh oy reer at 
iaiu ted UIC COUT 
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ladies were at table, and, as ftrangers, we 
had the poft of honouf afügned to us, and 
were feated by them. It was my good for- 
fit next to one who was uncommon- 
ly entertaining and agreeable, and never fuf- 
fered the converfation to flag. fter dinner 
féveral toafts went round:—the king of Po- 
land—the diet—the ladies who were pre- 
fent—a good journey to us, &c. The mafter 
of the feaft named the toaft, filled a large 
glafs, drank it, turned it down to fhew that 
it was empty, and then pafied it to his next 
neighbour ; from whom it was circulated in 


fucceflion, and with the fame ceremonie 


through the whole company. The wine was 


champagne, the glafs large, and the toafts nu- 
the firt round, to fill the glaís; it was only 
neceflary to pour in a {mall quantity and pafs 
the toaft. As it is efteemed a kind of hofpi- 
tality in Poland to circulate the wine freely 
among the guefts; my fair neighbour, when 
it was my turn to drink her health, propofed 
that I fhould fill a bumper. Though I had 
already drank one in honour of his majefty, 
and would willingly have declined - another, 
I could not difobey the orders of an agreeable 


merous: but there was no obligation, after 


Mor. L U woman ; 
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woman; and did the fame homage to beauty 
that I had before paid to royalty. The next 
turn was the health of the other lady, which 
my fair neighbour urged me to do juftice 
in the fame manner; but I excufed myfelf 
by intimating, that fhe alone was deferving of 
fuch a tribute. 

In the evening the count gaye us a ball 


concluded by an elegant fuir . The ball 
j £ PI 


was lively and agreeable. The company 


amufed themfelves with Polifh and  Englifh 
country dances: the former were fimple, but 


rot deficient in grace, accompanied by a 


moft pleafing air: the company ftood in 
pairs ; the frt man led his partner roi id 


the room in a kind of ftep not much unlike 


that of a minuet, he then quitted her hand, 


made a {mall circle, joined hands again, 
ánd repeated t the (ame movements until the 
conclufion. The fecond couple began as foon 
as the firft had advanced a few fteps, and was 


quickly followed by the remainder, io that 


all glided after one another at 
the Poles are: very d of 
this dance : 10U it has h iety, 
they’ continued it for half an 1 out 
intermiflion, and fre 
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the courfe of the evening. The intervals 
between this national dance were filled with 
Englifh country dances, which they perform- 
ed with equal expertnefs, and with no lefs 
delight. An elegant fupper, to which only 
a felect party was invited, agreeably. conc cluded 
the entertainment of the day. 

'The count politely preffed us to continue 
fome time at Grodno, and to take up our 
abode in his houfe; but as we were defirous 
of arriving at Peterfburg before the com- 
mencement of the winter, we declined the 
invitation, which we fhould otherwife have 
accepted with the greateft pleafure. Some of 
the company, however, had kindly endea- 
voured to detain us by the following ftrata- 
gem: they privately defired the coach-maker 
employed in mendit | 


the commifl 
1 1 

though we 
project, yet it was not without the moft ur- 
gent remonftrances that we obtained the ne- 
ceflary repairs. In order to {pare our ac- 
tance the trouble of makine, and our- 


wy further foli- 


citations 5 \ to 
fteal < aw ray 1 in the nicht wit ho ol it ap rifing y any 
itCdl Wie) iili WILLIOU P ally 


ne f Y efio 
one of our defign. 
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It was our intention to have gone to Vilna; 
but as this was the time of electing nuntios, 
the poftmafter informed us, that for want of 
horfes we fhould be delayed upon the road at 
fome wretched village without a poffibility of 
proceeding : we therefore, very unwillingly, 
and to our great difappointment, altered our 
route, as we wifhed much to haye vifited the 
capital of Lithuania. 
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C BAAP. NAT. 


Continuation of tbe tour tbrougb the duchy of 
Lithuania. —Number of Sfews.—Badnefi of 
the roads and want of accommodations. —Clofe 
of the dietine at Minfk.— Poverty and svretcb- 
ednefs of the natives.—Comparative view of 
the Swifs and Polith peafants.—Remarks on 
the Plica Polonica. 


N our route through Lithuania we could 

not avoid being ftruck with the fwarms of 
Jews, who, though very numerous in every 
other part of Poland, feem to have fixed their 
head-quarters in this duchy. If you afk for 
an interpreter, they bring you a Jew; if you 
come to an inn, the landlord is a Jew ; if you 
want poft-horfes, a Jew procures them, and 
a Jew drives them; if you wifh to pur- 
chafe, a Jew is your agent: and this perhaps 
is the only country in Europe where Jews 
cultivate the ground; in paffing through Li- 
thuania, we frequently faw them engaged in 
fowing, reaping, mowing, and other works of 
hufbandry. 

The roads in Lithuania are entirely ne- 
gleded, being little better than by-paths 
U 3 winding 
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winding through the thick foreft without the 
leaft degree of artificial direction: they are 
frequently fo narrow as fcarcely to admit a 
carriage; are continually obftructed by 
ftumps and roots of trees, and are in many 
parts fo exceedingly fandy, that eight {mall 
horfes could fcarcely drag us along. The 
pofülions were. frequently boys of ten or 
twelve years of age, hardy lads, who rode 
pofts of twenty and even thirty Englifh miles 
without a faddle, and with hardly any cover- 
ing except a fhirt and a pair of linen drawers, 
The bridges acrofs the rivulets were fo weakly 
conftructed and fo old, that they feemed ready 
fo crack with the weight of the carriage; 
and we thought ourfelves fortunate in getting 
over them without an accident. 

Some travellers have remarked, that the 
forefts, through which our route lay, are fet 
on fire by lightning or other natural caufes, 
and blaze for a confiderable time. At firft 
wwe conceived this reprefentation to be well- 
founded, as we difcovered. in many parts evi- 
dent traces of extenfive conflagrations. Upon 
inquiry, however, we were informed, that 
the’peafants, being obliged annually to furnifh 
their landlords with a certain quantity of tur- 
péntine, fet fire to the trunks of the pines 
while 
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while ftanding, and catch it as it oozes from 
the ftems. We could obferve few trees with- 
out marks of fire upon them: fome were 
quite black, and nearly charred to cinder ; 
(ome half-burnt; others confiderably Ícorch- 
ed, but continuing to végetate. 

Auguft 15. After twenty hours inceffant 
travelling we arrived late in the evening.at 
Bielitza, which is diftant about ninety Eng- 
lifh miles from: Grodno ; and fet out before 
day-break, anxious to reach Minfk on the 
morning ot the r7th, when a dietine for the 
election of nuntios was to be affembled. , W 
ftopped a (hort time at Novogrodec, which is 


le 


all built of wood, except two or three ruinous 
brick-houfes, a convent that belonged to the 
Jefuits, and fome mouldering ftone-walls fur- 
rounding .a {mall eminence, upon which are 
the remains of an old citadel. Near Novo- 
grodec we pafied a large number of barrows, 
which the peafants call Swedifh burying- 


2 0 


In this part the country was lefs 


places. 
her foil, and fomewhat diverfi- 


fandy, of a ric 
fied with hill and dale : the folitary extent of 
the ferefts was more than ufually interfperfed 
with villages and dotted with fields of pafture, 
in which we obferved numerous herds of 
cattle. 


U 4 U poit 
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Upon our arrival at the {mall -village of 
Mir, we found that our original intention of 
reaching Minfk by the next morning was 
Ícarcely practicable, even if we continued our 
journey during the night. The diftance was 
between’ fixty and feventy miles; the night 
extremely dark ; the roads bad; and, we were 


informed, that in fome places we fhould be 
obliged to crofs feveral bridges not very pafl- 
able even in the day without the utmoft 
circumfpection. Our defire therefore of be- 
ing prefent at the election of nuntios gave 
way to thefe fuggeftions; and we facrificed 
the gratification of our curiofity to the con- 
n ir fiderations of perfonal fafety. "The pleafures 
TEE | of Mir certainly offered no ied for 
RE delay: the poverty of the inhabitants denied 
IA a fcanty fupply of the moft ordinary refrefh- 
MID HE the higheft entertainment which the 
WII place afforded being a fufpenfion of the dan- 
VOLI | gers of E watilling, and the fum of our com- 
V forts an intermiffion of fatigue. 


| | The badnefs of our accommodations at 
I RPT LAME | Mir led us to confider Minik (where we arriv- 
E ed on the evening of the 17th) as the feat 

WA of tafte and luxury. , We there experienced 
RAE comforts to which we had lately been ftran- 
do il gers; a neat white-wafhed room with a 


d OA 
DTICA, 
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brick floor, no fleas or flies, plenty of clean 
ftraw, good bread, and frefh meat. After a 
refrefhing night’s reft, we fallied forth the 
next morning to the refectory of the Jefuits 
monaftery, the place where the nuntios had 
been chofen the preceding day. We had 
fome difficulty in gaining admittance; until 
a perfon, wh appeared to be a man of con- 
fequence, inquired in the German language 
our country and our bufinefs. Upon our an- 
fwering that we were three Englifh gentle- 
men, defirous of feeing every thing worthy of 
obfervation, he expreffed much furprize at 
the plainnefs of our drefles, particularly at 
our want of fwords. ** In Poland," he faid, 
* every gentleman wears his fabre as a badge 
«© of his rank, never appearing in public 
« without it; and I advife you to obferve 
« this cuftom as long as you continue in 
s this country, -if you with to be confidered 
gentlemen.” Thanking him for his 
advice, we accompanied him into the re- 
fe&ory, where we found. the majority of 
the dietine. ftill — affembled, though not 
upon national bufinefs;. in plain Englifh, 
they were engaged in drinking, a no lefs ef- 
fential appendage of a Polith than a Britifh 
election. One perfon, whom they feemed to 

treat 


66. AQ 
as 
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treat with deference, was conftantly employed 

in delivering drams to the electors, who were 

ftanding in ‘dieu parts of the room: many 

ceremonies pafled at every circulation of the 
1 


glafs;. they touched . their 


reaíts, ftooped 
1 ] 1 


towards the $round, and dr: 


nk the nuntios’ 
and each other's health with great folemnity. 
Several of the Polifh gentlemen converfed 
with me in Latin: ‘they informed me, that 
every palatinate is divided into a certain num- 
ber of diftri&is; and that each diftriG chufes 
two nuntios. I afked whether the election 
of the diftri& of Minfk had been contefted ; 
they told me, that three candidates had offered 
themfelves. I then inquired whether the 
elected nuntios were of the king's party ; and 
they anfwered, “We have in this inftance 
Ks bam plicd with his majefty's recommenda- 
* tion.’ — “You have acted," I replied, 
* with .great propriety : is he’ not a good 
f Poder — “ A good prince!” returned the 
Poles, ** yes, the Fon excellent that ever 
* filled a throne." 

Minfk is a large place: two churches and 
the monaftery which belonged to the Jefuits 
are conftructed of brick; and the remaining 
buildings, though of wood, have a neater 
look than the generality. of dwellings in this 
country, 
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country. On retur ning to our inn, we re- 
ceived an invitation to dinner from ‘a Polifh 
count; but as the weather appeared fine, as 
our carriage Was at the door, and all things 
prepared for our immediate departure, we 
determined to give up an opportunity of fo- 
cial enjoyment to the expediency of purfuing 
our journey. 

Auguft 18. We wereé:confiderably fatigued 
with our journey from Minfk to Smolewitzo, 
which, though fcarcely thirty miles, employed 
us, on account of the badnefs of the roads 
and other unexpected delays, near twelve 
hours. The weather was cold and rainy, the 
wind high, the roads worfe than ufual; and 


the evening proved extremely dark. We 
were almoft beginning to defpair of reaching 


our deftined ftation ; when a noife of fo 


o 
doors thrown open, and the rattling of ou 


carriage upon a wooden floor, announced 


our a&ual arrival. TI 


our carriage having been clofely fattened down, 


in order to exclude the wind and rain, we 


were for a few moments held in 


into what kind of place we were admitted. 
Upon alighting, we found ourfelves in the 
middle of a large barn or fhed, at the further 
end of which we defcried two large pines 


v 
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with all their branches, in full blaze upon an 


hearth without a chimney: round it feveral 
figures, in full black robes and with long 
beards, were employed in ftirring a great 
cauldron fufpended over the flame. A belief 
in witchcraft, or a little fuperftition, might 
eafily have reprefented this party as a group 
of magicians engaged in celebrating fome 
myfític. rites ; but, upon nearer inípection, 
we recognifed in them our old friends the 
Jews, preparing their and our evening re- 
paft. 

We fet out the next morning before day- 
break, as was our ufual cuftom, having no 
inducement to remain any longer than was 
abfolutely neceffary in thefe hovels, abounding 
in vermin, and in which filth and wretched- 
neís are united. Near Borifow we crofled the 
Berezyna, which has been erroneoufly laid 
down by fome modern geographers, as form- 
the new boundary between Ruffia and 
and on the other fide of the town 


> 


camp of 2,000 Ruffian troops, who 


narching to Warfaw. 
At Borifow the Jews procured us ten horfes, 
and placed them all in two rows, fix next the 
carriage, and four in front *. 'There was in- 


* The ufual method of harnefüne was by placing four 


a- break, and two in the foremoft row. 
m 
deed 
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deed much ingenuity in contriving this ar- 
rangement, which was effected in the fo 
lowing manner. The two middle horfes in 
the hinder row were harneffed as ufual to the 
fplinter-bars ; their two neareft neighbours 
were faftened to the extremities of the axle- 
tree, which projected confiderably on each fide 
beyond the boxes of the fore-wheels ; and 
the two outermoft were tied in the fame 
manner, by means of long ropes, to the hinder 
axle-tree : the four horfes in front were har- 
neffed to the pole and to the fplinter-bars of 
the pole. Well affured that horfes, ranged 
in this primitive manner, would require more 
room than the narrow roads of Poland gene- 
rally afforded, we endeavoured to perfuade the 
drivers to place them in pairs; but fuch was 
their obftinacy or want of comprehenfion, 
that we could not prevail upon them to make 
any alteration. We therefore unloofed two 
horfes from the hindermoft row ; and for that 
permiffion were obliged to compound for 
Jeaving the remaining eight in theif original 
pofition. In this manner we proceeded ; but 
ftill found great difficulty in forcing our way 
through the wildernefs, which was fo over- 
grown with thick underwood, as in many 
parts fcarcely to admit the breadth of an or- 


dinary 
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dinary carriage. In fome places we were 
obliged to take off two, in others four of 
the horfes; and. not unfrequently alighted, 
in order to aflift the drivers and fervants in 
removing fallen trees which obftru€ted the 
way; in directing the horfes through the 
winding paths, and in fnding a new track 
along the almoft impenetrable foreft. We 
thought ouffelves exceedingly fortunate, that 
our carriape was not. fhaken to pieces; and 
that we were not overturned. 

In various parts of the foreft, we obferved 
a circular range of boards fixed to feveral 
trees about 


feet from the ground, 


and projecting 


trunk. Upon inquiry we were informed, 


in breadth from the 


that upon any great hunting party, ladders 
were placed againft thefe fcaffoldings; and 
that when any perfon is clofely prefed by 
a bear, he runs up the ladder, and draws it 
up after him: the bear, although an excellent 
climber, is ftopped in his afcent by the pro- 
je&ion of the boards. 

We were very happy at length to reach 
Naitza, although we took up our ftation 
] the 
wretched cottages we had yet entered. The 


in one of the moft wretched of al 


25 only 
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C745J 
only article of furniture it afforded. was a 
(mall table; and the only utenfil a broken 
earthen pot, in which our repaft was pre- 
pared, and which ferved us alfo for difhes 
and plates. We ate our meagre fare. by 
the light of a thin lath: of deal, about five 
feet. in length, which was ftuck into a cre- 
vice of the wainfcot, and hung over the 
table: this lath, thanks to the turpentine 
contained in it, ferved us inftead of a candle, 
was not one to be found in 


of which th 
the whole village of Naitza. It is fur- 


prizing, that.the carelefs method of ufing 
thefe lig 
dreadful effects ; for the cottagers carry them 


its is not oftener attended | with 
about the houfe with fuch little. caution, 
that we frequently. obferved {parks to drop 
from them upon the ftraw which was pre- 
pared for our beds: nor were we able, by 
fear, to awaken 


the ftrongeft exprefli 


e 


in them the flighteft deg: ircumfpection 
For fome time after coming into this country; 
p! 
t 


we-ufed to ftart up with no fmall emotion in 


order to extinguifh the fparks; but, fuch is 
the irrefiftible. influence of cuftom, we be- 
came at laft ourfelves perfectly infenfible to. 
the danger of this practice, and caught all 
the 
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the indifference .of the natives. I once even 
fo far forgot myfelf as to hold a lighted ftick 
for a confiderable time over an heap of ftraw, 


while I was negligently fearching for fome 
trifle. This fupinenefs, which I fo eafily 
inftance, convinced me (if 


acquired in this 
I may compare {mall things with great), 
that I could live with the inhabitants at the 
foot of Mount Vefuvius without dread of an 
eruption ; or fit unconcerned with the natives 
of Conftantinople amid the devaftations of 
the plague. 

I It is inconceivable how few are the wants 
n, | of the Lithuanian peafants! Their carts are 
A BETTE put together without iron; their bridles and 


Im FIN I traces are- generally plaited from the bark 
| of trees, or compofed merely of twifted 
I | branches. They have no other inftrument 
Mh) but a hatchet, to. conftru& their huts, cut 
out their furniture, and make their carts. 
Their drefs is a thick linen fhirt and drawers, 
| IM | a long coarfe drugget coat, or a fheepfkin 
ATL cloak, a round black felt cap lined with wool, 
bi | | and íhoes made from the bark of trees. 
Their huts are built of trunks of trees 

MAE heaped on each other, and look like piles 
of wood in wharfs with penthoufe roofs. 
$ How 
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How very unlike the Swifs cottages, though 

y í 8 
formed of the fame materials! Nor are their 
nilar than their manners. 


houfes more d 
The ftriking di 
and Polifh peafants, in. their very air and 


fference between the Swifs 


eu 


deportment, ftrongly marks the contraft of 


their refpective governments. The Swifs are 
open, frank, rough, but ready to ferve you; 


they nad their heads, or flightly pull off 


their hats as you pafs by, but expect a re- 
turn of civility: t they are roufed by the leaft 
rudenefs, and are not to be infulted with im- 
punity. On the contrary, the Polith peafants 
are cringing and fervile- in their expreffions 


paa 


ved down to the ground ; 


a. 


of refp ect 


took off their docs or caps, and held them 
in their hands till we were out of fight; 


{topped their carts on the firft glimpfe of our 
carriage ; in fhort, their whole behaviour gave 
evident fymptoms of the abject fervitude under 
which they groane Yet liberty is as often 
the fubject of encomium in Poland as in 
Switzerland: how different, however, are its 
operations in the two countries! In the one 
it is equally diffufed, and fpreads comfort and 
happinefs through the whole community: 
in the other it centers in a few, and is in 
reality the worft fpecies of defpotifm. 

Vou. I X Before 
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Before I clofe my account of Poland; E 
{hall juft curforily mention, that in our pro- 


fl grefs through this country we could not fail 
Lead 


obferving feveral perfons with matted or clotted 


hair, which conftitutes a diforder called Phea 
Wii T Polonica : it receives that denomination be- 
TL caufe it is confidered as peculiar to Poland ; 
| although it is not unfrequent in Hungary; 
4l Tartary, and feveral adjacent nations, and 
| inftances of it are occafionally to be found 


in other countries . 


According to the obfervations of Dr. Vicat; 
an ingenious Swifs phyfician long refident in 


Poland, and who has publithed a fatisfactory 
MA UM treatife * upon this fubject ; the Plica Polo- 
MI TR | |! nica is fuppofed to proceed from an acrid 
| Mii | 1 vifcous humour, penetrating into the hair, 
TL I which is tubular}: it then exudes either 
LM from its fides or extremities; and clots the 
whole together, either in feparate folds, or 


in one undiftinguifhed mafs. Its fymptoms, 


Wa DIARI * Memoire fur la Plique Polonoife. 

i) | I M E 4 The dilatation of the hair is fometimes fo confiderable 
io LAM as to admit fmall globules of blood; this circumftance, 
Hv which however very rarely happens, has probably given 
rife to the notion, that the patient, if his hair is cut off, 
bleeds to death. 


more 


1 
d 
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Ge Nevins ie : : 
more or leís violent, according to the coníli- 
His 


1 : 
ar zi Es EY 
atient, Or malig onity of toe an- 


ngs, fwellings, eruptions, ulcers, 
intermitting fevers, pains in the head, languor, 
lownefs of  fpirits, rheumatifm, gout ; and fo ne- 
times even convulfion 
Thefe fymptoms gr utt. y ibant as pi 
hair becomes affected. If the patier 
in the head, he relapíes into all the dreadful 


ne 
ch 


preceded t 


complaints whic 


CLAU na a. nnt 5c lahoeus 
the Ica s; ana he continues to labour unae 


them, until a frefh growth of hair abf 


the acrid humour. This diforder 


hereditary; and is proved to be 


when in a: virulent ftate. 
Many phyfical caufes have been fuppofed 


to concur in rendering the P/ca more fre- 
quent in thefe regions than in other parts: 


it would be endlefs to enumerate the yarious 


S 

conjectures with which each perfon has fup- 
orted his favourite hypothel 

probable are thofe afgod by Dr. Vicat. 
The fit caufe is the nature of the Polith 
air, which is rendered Moro. by nu- 


P 


S =. et 
is; the moit 


ret 
w] 


merous woods and moraffes; and occafionally 
derives an uncommon keennefs even in the 
midít of fummer from the pofition of the 


X2 Carpathian 


" 


^ 
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Carpathian mountains: for the fouthern and 
fouth-eafterly winds, which ufually convey 
warmth in other regions, are in this chilled 
in their paflage over their fnowy fummits. 
The fecond is unwholefome water : for al- 
though Poland is not deficient in good {prings, 
yet the common people ` ufually drink that 
which is neareft at hand, taken indifcrimi- 
nately from rivers, lakes, and even ftagnant 
pools. The third caufe is the grofs inatten- 
tion of the natives to cleanlinefs ; for expe- 
tience fhews, that thofe who are not negli- 
gent in their perfons and habitations, are lefs 
liable to be affli&ed with the plica, than 
others who are deficient in that particular. 


T 

4 
E : pes ny 
her rank are lefs fubjec 


Thus perfons of hig 
to this diforder than thofe of inferior ftations ; 
the inhabitants of larg e of 
{mall villages; the free peafants than thofe 


hn 


e towns than thof 


in an abfolute ftate of vaffalage ; the natives 


of Poland. Proper.than thofe of Lithuania. 
Wh 


tever may be determined as to the poffi- 


bility that all, or any of thefe caufes, by 
themfelves, or in conjunction with others, 
originally produced the diforder; we may 
venture to affert, that they all, and particu- 
larly the laft, aflikt its propagation 5 inflame its 
fymptoms ; and protract its cure. 


In 
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In a word, the Plica Polonica appears to be 
a contagious diftemper; which, like the le- 
profy, ftill prevails among a people ignorant 
in medicine, and inattentive to check its pro- 
grefs; but is rarely known in thofe countries, 


where proper precautions are taken to prevent 


Stc o "e? dj t 
its ipreading. 
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Entrance info Ruffia.—JLimits and account of 
red BUG Poland. — 


the province dime 
Cheapnefs of the 
fko.—Hiftory and ! Defer iption of Smoleníko. 
—Divine fervice in the cathedral —Vifit to 
the bifbop.— Dinner with a judge.—fourney 
to Mofcow.— Peafants.— Their drefs, cot~ 
tages, food, &c. 


urney to Smolen- 


pojk. 


UGUST 20. We came into Ruffia 
A at the {mall village of Tolitzin, which 
in 1772 belonged to Poland; but is now 
comprifed in ilic portion of country ceded to 
the emprefs by the late partition treaty. The 
province allotted to Ruffia comprifes Polifh 
| Livonia; that part of the palatinate of Polotik 
| which lies to the m of the Duna ; the pala- 
| tinates. of Vitepfk, Miciflaw ; and two fmall 
| 


to nd qoem and fouth-eaft of 


inate of Minfk: this tract of land 
(Polifh 
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(Polifh Livonia excepted) is fituated in White- 4 

Ruffia, and includes at leaft one third of Li- 

thuania. i 

The Ruffian limits of the new province Y 

| are formed by the Duna, from its mouth to 
above Vitepfk ; from thence by a ftraight line ! 

running directly fouth to the fource of the | 

j 


Drug near Tolitzin; by the Drug to its 
jun&ion with the Dnieper; and laftly, by 
the Dnieper to the point where it receives 
the Sotz. This territory is now divided into 
the two,governments of Polotík and Mohilef ; 
its population amounts to aboué 1,600,000 
fouls ; its. productions are chiefly grain in large 
quantities, hemp, flax, and pafture ; its foreíts 
IM | I furnifh great abundance of maíts, planks, 
I HIR | alfo oak for fhip-building, pitch and tar, &c. 
AIL UN which are chiefly fent down the Duna to 


TM Riga. 

Vl $ At Tolitzin we were greatly aftonifhed at 
TE the cheapnefs of ‘the | poít-horfes: and when 
| our fervant had. difcharged the ‘firft accounts 
which amounted to only two copecs, or about 
a:penny a verft * foreach horfe, we fhould 
T have concluded, that he had cheated the polt- 
il II mafter in our favour; if we had not been 


| 
| to ADT * Three quarters of a mile, 


well 


ster 
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from ‘the general character 


Ruffians, that they were not likely to 
Indeed we foon after- 
alf of the charge 


wards difcovered, 
which we thought fo ae BA, 
been faved; if we had taken the 


if 


mig ht have 


precatition of obining an 'order 


Ruffian embaffador at \ 


ge | 
from the 


From ‘Tolitzin, PAN new govern- 


ment of Mohilef, the road "was nt, and 
YOW of 


of confiderable breadth, with a 
] and ‘ditches to 


Lee 1 
tnrougn 


trees planted on eacn 


didi off 'the water. We paffed 
: 


feveral ‘wretched villages ; ferried vat Orfa 
he Dnieper , there only a {mall ‘river 5 
ire Dabio: and arrived in ‘the 
at Lady. The country from T olitzin to 


evening at Lz 

[o] P 
Lady is waving and fomewhat ‘hilly, abounds 
in dies and ‘produces ' cotn, millet, ‘hemp, 
and flax. In the large eft villages we obferved 


{chools and other ae conftrucung 
the expence f the empre s, and alfo churches 


| with dornes, ina liffidents 


of the: Greek fect, and 
to fettle in the veas 


TO chufe 


Lady is fitua ted-in the government of Smo- 
| lenfko, and, before ne late difmemberment, 


Awe 
o 


was one of the ‘Ruffian frontier towns: W 


took 
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took up our quarters at the poft-houfe, where 
we procured a very comfortable apartment. 
Thefe poft-houfes, which frequently occur 
in the principal high-roads of Ruffia, are 
moftly conftru&ed upon the fame plan, and 
are’ very convenient for the accommodation 
of travellers: they are large fquare wóoden 
buildings, enclofing a {pacious court-yard ; 
in the center of the front is a range of apart- 
ments intended for the reception of travellers, 
with a gate-way on each fide leading into the 
court-yard ; the remainder of the front is 
appropriated to the ufe of the poft-mafter and 
his fervants; the other three fides of the 
quadrangle are divided into ftables and theds 
for carriages, and large barns for hay and 
corn. We were agreeably furprized, even in 
this remote place, to meet with fome Enelith 
ftrong beer; and no lefs pleafed to fee our 
fupper ferved in difhes of. our countryman 
Wedgewood's cream-coloured ware. The 
luxury of clean ftraw for our beds was no 
{mall addition to thefe comforts. 

Upon calling for our bill in the morning, 
we found our charge as reafonable as the 
entertainment was good. The fatisfaction 
we exprefied at our reception, perhaps in- 
duced the fecretary (as the poft-mafter him- 
felf 
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felf was abfent) to think us proper fubjects 
of impofition. The diftance to the next fta- 
tion was about ten miles, and the fecretary 
demanded three times the (um allowed by the 
public r regulations, un nder EN ce 0 our not 
being srovided with an order for po t-horfes. 
We hinted fome dues at ps charge : this 
intimation, though convey in the " aniddft 
to anfwer 


scretary thought : 
yt and. defiance ; 


terms, the 4 


fe 
with cxprefii ons of contem 
he Mes red the horfes again into the ftable, and 

declared we fhould not ftir from the pie un- 
dl we difcharged the full fum. Though we 


might e eafily have been prevailed upon. by the 
1 


flighteft apology to have fubmitted to the 


nf 


fraud, we determined to chaftife his infolence. 
We repaired to the director of the cuftom- 


houfe, and were immediately admitted: to 


our great fatisfaction- he {poke German ;. and 


after we had laid our cafe before him, he told 
us, that the Ruffian had demanded treble the 
fam he was intitled to; he affured us, we 
(hould receive inftant redrefs, and that the 
offender fhould be punifhed far his impofitio 

Having difpatched a mefienger, to whom We 
vhifpered a private order, he defired us to 
wait his return, and offered us .coffee. While 
we were drinking it, he gave us various in- 
formation 
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formation relative to the Ruffian pofts ;; added 
feveral hints, which afterwards proved fin- 
gularly ufeful; and particularly cautioned 
us to procure an order for horfes from the 
governor of Smolenfko. In the midft of this 
converfation we heard a carriage drive to the 
door, which we perceived tobe our own, 
with all things ready for our immediate de- 
parture: our old friend, the  poft-mafter’s 
fecretary, made at the fame time his appear- 
ance in a very fubmiflive attitude; we inter- 
ceded with the director for his back, and ob- 
tained a promife that he fhould only be repri- 
manded. After making thofe acknowledg- 
ments to our friendly dire&or, which were 
due to his politenefs ; we took our leave, and 
proceeded on our journey. 

We were much chagrined at finding that 
the excellent new road lately defcribed termi- 
nated at Lady: it was fome fatisfaction, how- 
ever, that the remaining parts from thence to 
Smolenfko proved far fuperior to thofe we had 
encountered in the Lithuanian forefts. The 
villages were an exact counterpart to thofe 
we had left behind; and exhibited fcarcely 
any thing more than a repetition of fcenes 
already detailed. 

The 
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The Ruffians differ widely in their appear- 
ance and  drefs from the Polih peafants. 
The moft ftriking co! ntra arifes from their 


(1 


method of wearing their hair: the Poles fhave 
their heads, leaving only a fmall tuft upon 


the ‘crown; whereas the others fuffer their 
: 

hair to hang quite down to the eye- brows 

and over the ears, and cut it fhort round the 


Ixy 


t 
; undulating and hilly 


ual antil we arrived 


Qmaolenílko : r} di ET 
omoiensi&o; When we 


k foreft, which continued 
that town, without the 


nilio NU e ERP E, a £ 
village, or ícarcely of 


by Vitoldus ; and, ‘together Mae the whole 
cli A 


province, united to tne du 


During the conftant and invéterdté ennai 
which fubfifted between the api ] 


Poles, Smolenfko was a place of great impor- 
tance; though ned fortified seoil 
cuftom of the time, partly with ramparts of 


earth and rin and partly with pa alit jadis, 


* Dlugoffius, Lib. X. p. 104. et feq. 


§ and 


y 
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and a wooden citadel* ; thefe- fortifications 
were, however, fufficiently {trong to refift the 
defultory attacks of undifciplined troops ; and 
it was at different intervals ineffectually be- 
fieged until the beginning of the 16th cen- 


tury, when Vafli Ivanovitch great, duke of 


Mofcovy obtained poffeffion of it, by corrupting 
the garrifon. It continued in the hands of 
the Ruffians for above a century, in the fame 
fimple ftyle of defence.’ At length the im- 


portance of its fituation near the frontiers of 
Poland, and the improvements in the art of 


war, induced Boris Godunof, prime minitter, 
and brother-in-law of the tzar Feodor Ivano- 
vitch, to furround' it with a wall: he came in 
perfon to Smolenfko, and himfelf affifted in 
tracing out the fite of the fortifications, which 
he lived to fee completed in his own reign +, 
and which are the fame that fubfift at prefent. 
Thefe additional ramparts, however, did not 
prevent Sigifmond III. king of Poland, from 
befieging and taking the town in 1611; and 
by the truce of Develina in 1618, the poflef- 


* Rerum Mofc. Au&. p. 52. Mayerberg Iter. Mofe, 


p. 74- 
+ S, R. G. vol, V. p. 94. Lengnich, Jus Pub. v, I, 


p. 46. 
fion 
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fion was confirmed to Poland. In 1654 it 
was again reduced by Alexéy Michaelovitch ; 
and in 1686 finally ceded to Ruffia at the 
peace of Mofcow *. 

Smolenfko, though by no means the moft 
magnificent, is by far the moft fingular town 
I have ever feen. Itis fituated upon the river 
Dnieper, and occupies two hills, and the val- 
ley which hes between them. It is furround- 
ed by walls thirty feet high and fifteen thick, 
with the lower part of ítone, and the upper 
of brick: thefe walls, which follow the fhape 
of the hills, and enclofe a circumference of 
feven verfts +, have, at every angle, round or 
{quare towers of two or three ftories, much 
broader at top than at bottom, and covered 
with circular roofs of wood. The intervals 
are ftudded with fmaller turrets; on the out- 
fide of the wall is a broad deep ditch, regu- 
lar covered way with traverfes, glacis, &c. 
and where the ground is higheft, there are 
redoubts of earth according to the modern 
ftyle of fortification. In the middle of the 
town is an eminence, upon which ftands the 
cathedral; from whence I had a moft pic- 

* Lengnich, vol. I. p. 47. 


t Four miles and three quarters. 


WoL. I. b4 turefque 
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turefque view of the town, interfperfed with- 
in the ‘circuit of the walls with gardens, 
groves, copies, fields of pafture, and corn. 

wooden, of one 


The buildines are mofth 
tter than cottages) 


y 
I 


{tory (ma ny of 


- 


excepting here and there a gentleman's houfe, 
which is called a palace, and feveral churches, 


conftru&ed of brick and ftuccoed. One long 


broad ftreet, which is bonc interfe&ts the 
whole length of the town in a ftraight line ; the 


t 
o 


other ftreets generally vod in circular direc- 
tions, and are floored with planks. The 
walls, ftretching' over the uneven fides of the 
hills till they ah the banks of the Dnieper ; 
their antient ftyle of archite&ure ; their gro- 
tefque towers ; the fpires of churches fhooting 
above the trees, which are fo numerous as 
almoft to conceal the buildings from view 5 
the appearance of meadows and arable 
&s blended together 


ground ; all thefe obje 
exhibit a fcene of the moft fingular and con- 
trated kind. On the further fide of the 
Dnieper are many ftraggling wooden houfes 
that form the fuburbs, and are joined to the 
town by a wooden bridge. As far as I could 
colle& from vague information, Smolenfko 
contains about 4,000 inhabitants: it has 
no manufactures ; but carries on fome com- 
4 merce 
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e 
as 


merce with the ‘Ukraine, Dantzic, and Ri 
The principal articles of its trade are flax, 
hemp, honey, wax; hides, hogs briftles, mafts; 
planks, ; and Siberian furs. 

The Dnieper rifes in the foreft of Volkon- 
fki, near the fource of the Volga, about 100 
miles from Smolenfko : it pafles by Smolenfko 
and Mohilef; feparates the Ukraine from 
Poland; flows by Kiof; and falls into the 
Black-fea between Otchakof and Kinburn. By 
the acquifition of the province of Mohilef, 
its whole courfe is now included within the 
Ruffian territories. It begins to be navigable 
at a little diftance above Smolenfko, though 


in fome feafons of the year it is fo fhallow 
ear the town, that the goods muft be tranf- 
ported upon rafts and fmall flat-bottomed 
boats. 

faving occafion for a new paffport and an 
order for horfes, we called upon the governor, 
accompanied by a Ruffian ftudent, who {poke 
Latin, for our interpreter. The governor 


being at church; we repaired to the cathe- 


dral, and waited until divine fervice was con- 
cluded.’ The cathedral is a ftately building, 

rected upon the fpot where formerly ftood 
the palace of the antient dukes of Smolenfko. 
Y 2 The 
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The infide walls are covered with coarfe 
paintings reprefenting our Saviour, the Vir- 
gin, and a variety of Saints, which are very 
abundant in the Greek religion. The fhrine, 
or fanctuary, into which only the priefts are 
admitted, is feparated from the body of 
the church by a íkreen with large folding 
doors; and is ornamented with twifted pillars 
of the Corinthian order richly carved and 
gilded. ‘The worfhip feemed to confift of 
innumerable ceremonies: the people croffed 
themfelves without ceafing; bowed towards 
the fhrine and to each other; and even touch- 
ed the ground with their heads. The bifhop 
of Smoleníko: performed the fervice ; a vene- 
rable figure, with white flowing hair and long 
beard: he had a crown upon his head, and 
was drefled in rich epifcopal robes. The 
folding doors were occafionally opened. and 
clofed with great pomp and folemnity when- 
ever the bifhop retired within, or came forth 
to blefs the people: at the conclufion of the 
fervice, the doors being thrown open, the 
bifhop advanced forward with a chandelier 
in each hand, one containing three, and. the 
other two lighted candles; which he repeat- 
edly crofled over each other in different di- 
rections ; 
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re&ions; then waving them towards the audi- 
ence, he concluded with a final benediction. 
'Thefe chandeliers, as I am informed, are fym- 
bolical; one alludes to the Trinity, and the 
other to the two natures of Chrift. 

The fervice being finifhed, we prefented 
ourfelves to the governor, who, to our fur- 
rize, received us with an air of coldnefs, 
which made fuch an impreflion on our in- 
terpreter, that he could not be perfuaded 
to utter a fingle word. At length a gentle- 
man in the governor's train accofted us in 
French, and inquired our bufinefs. Upon 
our informing him that we were Englifh 
gentlemen who defired a paffport, and an 
order for horfes; he told us with a fmile, 
that the plainnefs of our drefles had raifed 
a fufpicion of our being tradefmen; but he 
was not ignorant that Englifh gentlemen 
feldom wore lace on their clothes, or fwords 
in a journey; an intimation which recalled 
to our memory the advice of our Polifh 
friend at Minfk *. He then whifpered the 
governor, who inftantly affumed an appear- 
ance of complacency, and teftified by his 
gefture an intention of complying with our 


* P. 297. 


Y3 requeft, 
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rsqueft This matter was fcarcely adjufted, 
when the bifhop joined the company; he 
had laid afide the coftly garments, in: which 
he performed the fervice, and was dreffed 
in a long black, robe, a round black cap; 
and veil of the fame colour. He addreffed 
us in Latin, and invited us to his houfe. 
He led the way ; and we followed with the 
reft of the company to a commodious wooden 
building adjoining to the cathedral. Upon 
entering the apartment, the governor and 
Ruffian gentlemen kiffed his hand with great 
marks of refpet. After defiring all the 
company to fit, he difti guifhed us by par- 
ticular attention; obferving, with much po- 
litenefs, that our company 


"avc hi m g reater 


pleafure, as he had ne » fince his refidence at 


Smolenfko, rece aiv vifit from any Englifh- 
men, for whofe nation he had the kicked: 


[e] 


refpe&t. During this converfation a fervant 
{ 


fpread a cloth upon a {mall table ; and placed 
upon it a plate of bread, fome falt, and fome 
flowers: another followed with a falver of 
{mall glaffes full of a tranfparent liquor. 
The bithop bleffed the bread and the falve: 
with great folemnity, and then took a glafs ; 
we thought it at firft a religious ceremony ; 
but were undeceived by the fervants offering 


: 
tne 
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the bread and falver to us as well as to the 
other perfons prefent. Every one being ferveds 
the bifhop drank all our healths, a compli- 
ment which the company returned with a 
bow, and. inftantly emptied their elafies : we 
followed this example, and found the liquor 
to be a dram of cherry-water. This pre- 
liminary being fettled; we refumed our con- 
verfation with the bifhop, and aiked feve- 
ral queftions relative to the antient (tate of 
Smolenfko. He anfwered every inquiry with 
great readinefs; gave us a concife account 
of the ftate of the town under its antient 
dukes ; and informed us that their palace was 
fituated on the fpot now occupied by the 
cathedral; that the latter was built by Feodor 
Michaelovitch, brother of Peter the Great, 
and had been. lately repaired and. beautified, 
After about half an hour's agreeable con- 
veríation, we took our leave, greatly pleafed 
with the politenefs and affability of the pre- 
late. 

Qur interpreter, who was one of the ftu- 
dents, conducted us to the feminary, which. is 
appropriated for the education of the clergy, 
in which the Latin, Greek, German, and 
Polifh languages are taught ; the prieft who 
fhewed. us the library talked Latin; he in- 
Pa troduced 
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troduced us into his chamber, and, according 
to the hofpitable cuftom of this country, 
offered us fome refrefhment, which confifted 
of cakes and mead. 

In the afternoon the Ruffian gentleman, 
who fo obligingly relieved us from our em- 
barraffment before the governor, kindly paid 
us a vifit, and invited us to dine with him 
the following day. We accepted his in- 
vitation, and waited upon him at two, the 
ufual hour of dining: he was a judge, and 
lived in a wooden houfe provided by the 
court; the rooms were fmall, but neatl 
furnifhed. The company confifted of that 
gentleman, his wife and fifter, all of whom 
talked French: the ladies were dreffed in the 
French fafhion, and had on a good deal of 
rouge; they do not curtfy; but their mode 
of falute is to bow their heads very low. 
Before dinner /igueurs were handed about ; 
the ladies each took a {mall glafs, and re. 
commended the fame to us as favourable to 
digeftion. The table was neatly fet out, 
the dinner excellent, and ferved up in Englith 
cream-coloured ware.  Befides plain roaft and 
boiled meats, feveral Ruflian difhes were in- 
troduced; one of thefe was a kind of falhad 
compofed of muíhrooms and onions; and 


another 
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another the grain of green corn, baked and 
moiftened with fweet oil. Before we rofe 
from table, our hoft calling for a large glafs, 
filled a bumper of champagne, drank it off 
to our health; and then handed the glafs 
round. “ This is an old cuftom,” faid the 
judge, * and was meant as an expreffion of 
* regard ; the age is now grown delicate, 
< and the free effufions of hofpitality muft 
* be fuppreffed in ceremony : but I am an 
* old-fafhioned man, and cannot eafily relin- 
* quifh the habits of my youth." After 
dinner we adjourned to another room, and 
played two or three rubbers of whift. Coffee 
and tea were brought in, and a plate of fweet- 
meats was handed round to the company. 
About fix we took leave of our friendly hoft ; 
and returned to our inn, if. it may be called 
by that honourable’ appellation. This inn, 
the only one in the town, was' a wooden 
building in a very ruinous ftate, formerly 
painted on the outfide. The apartment 
which we occupied had once been hung 
with paper, as appeared from fome torn frag- 
ments that here and there covered a {mall 
portion of the wainfcot, which was a patch- 
work of old and new planks. Its furni. 
ture was twe benches and as many chairs ; 


of 
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of the latter, one was without a bottom, and 
the other without a back ; the only table was 

an old deal box. We were inclined to con- 
jecture that there was a hea vy tax upon air and 


1 
Igat 


4 


n this country; for all the windows 


[m 


were clofed with planks, except one, which 
could not be opened, and it could fcarcely be 
feen through, on account of the dirt ish 
which it was incrufted. In the inventory 
of thefe valuables I fhould not omit a couch 
upon which I flept: it had been fo often 
mended, that, like Sir John Cutler’s ftock- 
ings, immortalized by Martinus Scriblerus, 
we could not diftinguifh any part of the ori- 
ginal materials. It may perhaps appear fur- 
prizing, that a town like Smolenfko fhould 
contain no tolerable inn; but the. furprize 
will ceafe when we reflect that few. ftrangers 
afs this way; that the Ruffians themfe as 
Carry. t r prov ri 
continue their journey d 
| 


ips ^ f T Inte 11 ey 
ved in private nouics, 


1 


with them, and either 


the night, or 


jylenflo,: croffed 


into the 


a valley of fine pafture watered 
by the Dnieper, {potted with underwood,. and 
rminating on each fide in gentle eminences 


Totha 
clothed 
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clothed with. trees... “As we advanc ed: the 


more 


country became brupt and uneven, 
1 : 


confiderak le hill. 


but no wher 
JT p "WR oy 
Near Siovoda, a larg 
8 

ved for 


ling ville Age , where 


we {ftot during ns dark- 


1 
n 


nefs of the nigh 
Dnieper upon a raft formed of trunks of 


t, we again crofled the 


trees. tied -together with cords, and fcarcely 


o 
1 Fe ee er AEE EROR 
large enough to receive the carriage, which 
funk it fome inches under water: this ma- 
chine was then palpi from the banks until 


it met another of the fame kind, to which 
the horfes ftepped with great difficulty ; and 
the diftance fi the two rafts from e each other 
was fo confiderable, that the carriage could 
fcarcely be prevented. from eh pee 
them and finking into the river. 

The fecond poft from this primitive ferry 
was Dogorobuth, built upon a rifing h hill, and 
exhibiting, like Smolenfko, though upon a 
fmaller fcale, an intermixture of 
houfes, cottages, corn- fields, and 
fome of the houfes, which had been lately 
conftructed at the emprefs’s expence, were of 
brick covered with ftucco, and had the ap- 


pearance of fo many palaces when contrafted 


with the meannefs of the furrounding hovels. 
This place was formerly a ftrong. fortrefs, 


and 
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and frequently befieged during the wars be- fick 
tween Ruflia and Poland: the ramparts of m 
the antient citadel ftill remain; from them wer 
we commanded an extenfive view of the har 
adjacent country, confifting of a large plain Carr 
watered by the winding Dnieper, and bound- in 
ed by diftant hills. ' From Dogorobufh we dep: 
proceeded about 24 miles to a fmall village pro 
called Zaratefh ; where we thought ourfelves the 
very fortunate in being houfed for the night | fan 
in a tolerable hut, which afforded us, a wii 


rare inftance of accommodation in thefe parts, 


a room feparate from that ufed by the the 

family. Our hoftefs was a true Afiatic for 

MIL figure: fhe had on a blue garment without Di 
PU IM fleeves, which defcended to the ankles, and on 
AT was tied round the waift with a red fath; ar 
H ill) Iis fhe wore a white piece of linen wrapped [pi 
| T round her head like a turban, ear-rings, and tre 
necklace of variegated beads; her thoes were joir 

faftened with blue ftrings, which were alfo its 

bound round the ankles, in order to keep of 

| up the coarfe linen wrappers that ferved for er 

i ftockings. Pa 
i Auguft 27. Our route the next morn- th 
MU ing, from Zaratefh to Viafma, lay through cu 
a continuity of foreft, occafionally relieved lik 

by the’ intervention. of paftures and. corn- ty 


fields, 
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fields. When we reflected that we were 
in the 55th degree of northern latitude, we 
were furprized at the forwardnefs of the 
harveft: the wheat and barley were already 
carried in; and the peafants were employed 
in cutting the oats and millet. Since our 
departure from Smolenfko the weather had 
proved remarkably cold; and the wind had 
the keennefs of a November blaft: the pea- 
fants were all clothed in their fheep-fkins, or 
winter dreffes. 

At a fmall diftance from Viafma we paffed 
the rivulet of the fame name, navigable only 
for rafts, which defcend its ftream into the 
Dnieper: we then mounted a fmall eminence, 
on the top whereof ftands the town, making 
a magnificent appearance with the domes and 
{pires of feveral churches rifing above the 
trees. Viafma fpreads, in a isola dif- 
jointed manner over a large extent of ground : 
its buildings are moftly of wood, a few houfes 
of brick ‘excepted, which had lately been 
erected by the munificence d» the emprefs. 
Part of the principal ftreet is formed, like 
the Ruffian roads, of the trunks of trees laid 
crofs-ways, and part is boarded with planks 
like the floor of a room. It contains above 
twenty churches, a remarkable number for a 


pu es and 


lead a traveller unacquainted 
] 


to expect a large city in 


perhaps, upon nearer iní 
find a collection of wo 
At Viafma was 


treaty of perpetual peace between Ladiflaus IV, 


ded, in 1624, the 


king of Poland, and Michael Feodoro: 

by this treaty Michael confirmed the ceffion 
of Smolenfko, Severia, and Tchernichef, which 
had been 
Develina; while Ladifl 


ded to the Poles at the truce o 


of Tzar, and acknowle 


rightful fovereign 


cafion both mona 
did not poffefs ; 
ginary pretenfions to 
fubftantial peace. 


* Lengnich, Hift. Pol. p. 167. 


C. I. JOURNEY TO MOSCOW. 238 


The Ruffian peafants appeared in general a 
large coarfe hardy race, and of great bodily 
trength. Their drefs is.a round hat or 
cap with a very high crown, a coarfe robe 
of drugget (or in winter of fheep-fkin with 
the wool turned inwards) reaching below 
the knee, and bound round the waift by a 
ífafh, trowfers of linen almoft as thick as 
fack-cloth, a woollen or flannel cloth wrapped 
round the leg inftead of ftockings, fandals 
woven from ftrins of a pliant bark, and 
faftened by ftrings of the fame materials, 
which are afterwards twined round the leg, 


and ferve as garters to the woollen or flanne 


wrappers. .In warm weather ~the peafants 
frequently wear only a fhort coarfe fhirt and 


trowfers. 
Their cottages are built in the fame man- 


es 2 
ner as thofe of Lithuania; but larger, and 
fomewhat better provided with furniture and 
domeftic utenfils: they are of a fquare fhape; 


formed of whole trees, piled upon one another, 


- 


and fecured at the four corners where their 
extremities meet, with mortifes and tenons. 
The interftices between thefe piles are filled 
with mofs. Within, the ti 


with the axe, fo as to 


A 


t 
of wainfcot; but withou 
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bark in their rude fate. The roofs are in 
the penthoufe form, and generally compofed 
of the bark of trees or fhingles, which are 
fometimes covered with mould or turf. The 
peafants ufually conítru& the whole houfe 
folely with the afüftance of the hatchet, and 
cut the planks of the floor with the fame in- 
ftrument, in many. parts being unacquainted 
with the ufe of the faw: they finith the 
fhell of the houfe and the roof, before they 
begin to cut the windows and doors. 'T'he 
windows are openings of a few inches {quare, 
clofed with fliding frames;.and the doors 
are fo low as not to admit a middle-fized 
man without ftooping. Thefe cottages fome- 
times, though very rarely, confift of two 
ftories;. in which cafe the lower apartment 
is a kind of ftore-room, &c. and the upper 
is the habitable part of the houfe: the ftair- 
cafe is moft commonly a kind of ladder on 
the outfide.. Moft of thefe huts are, how- 
ever, only one ftory; a few of them contain 
two rooms, the generality only one. In 
fome of this latter fort I was frequently 
awakened by the chickens picking the grains 
of corn in the ftraw upon which I lay, and 
more than once by a lefs inoffenfive animal. 
At Tabluka, a village, where we paffed the 
night 


C-i, 
night 
admit 


morn 


« th 
comt 
11 to 
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night of the 27th, a party of hogs 
admittance into the room at four in. the 


(g) 


morning, and roufed me 
to. my ear. TWNot muc ch plea 


the pues 


of my vitor to my fervant, 


“Jofeph, drive thefe gentry out of the room, 
« 4nd fhut the door." < Vere is no door 
* that will fhut," i reat 
compofure, E we nt 
« to fatten it without fuccefs ; 3ave 
<< more tl e been excluded, dira have as 
s often returned." This converfation fo ef- 
fectually me, that I determined to 
refign to my unw elcome : guefts that litter 
which I could no longer enjoy: I- accor- 


dingly raied miyfelf Groti the ftraw; and, 
fiting down, contemp lated by the light of a 


ie 


flip of deal the {cene around me. My two 
were ftretched upon the íame 


rhich: I. had juft emere 


beyond them our feryants oc- 
+ L t 
arate heap; at a fmall 
ath long Pope F 


room three 
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while the top of the ftove afforded a couch 
to a woman dreffed like the others, and four 
fprawling children almoft naked. 

The furniture in thefe cottages confifts 
chiefly of a wooden table or drefler, and 
benches faftened to the fides of the room: 
the utenfils are platters, bowls, fpoons, &c. 
all made of wood, with perhaps one large 
earthen pan, in which the family cook their 
victuals, The food of the peafants is black- 
rye-bread, fometimes white, eggs, falt-fifh, 
bacon, mufhrooms; their favourite difh is a 
kind of hodge-podge made of falt or freth 
meat, groats, rye-flour, highly feafoned with 
onions and garlic; which latter ingredients 
are much ufed by the Ruffians. 

The peafants feemed greedy of money; 
and almoft always demanded previous pay- 
ment for every trifle we bought or bargained 
for. They. feemed alfo in general much 
inclined to thieving. In Poland it was not 
neceffary to be always upon the watch; and 
we frequently left the equipage during the 
whole night without any guard: but in this 
country, without the precaution of regularly 
ftationing a fervant in the carriage, every 
article would foon have difappeared.; and 
even with this expedient, the watchfulnefs 

2 of 
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of our Argus was continually baffled by the fu- 
perior vigilance of the natives; and the morn- 
ing generally announced fome petty lofs, to 
which the night had given birth. 

The peafants at every poft were obliged to 
furnifh us with horfes at a fixed and very rea- 
fonable rate, which had the ill effe& of ren- 
dering them extremely dilatory in their mo- 
tions: and as our only interpreter was a 
Bohemian * fervant, not perfectly acquainted 
with the Ruffian language ; his difficulty in 
explaining, joined to their backwardnefs in 
executing our orders, occafioned our frequently 
waiting feveral hours for a change of horfes. 
The peafants acted in the capacity of coach- 
men and poftilions: they always harneffed 
four horfes a-breaft, and commonly put eight, 
and fometimes even ten horfes to our car- 
riage; as the ftages were for the moft part 
twenty, and fometimes even thirty miles, and 
the roads extremely bad. They feldom ufed 
either boots or faddles, and had no fort of 
ftirrup, except a rope doubled and thrown 
acrofs the horfe’s back. Each horfe was 
equipped with a’ fnaffle-bridle, which how- 


* The Bohemian and Ruffian languages are both dialects 
of the Sclavonian tongue. 


Z 2 ever 
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ever was.feldom inferted into the mouth, bu 
was generally fuffered to hang loofe under his 
jaw. The general method of driving was 
not in a fteady pace, but by ftarts and bounds, 
with little attention to the nature of the 
ground: the’ peafants feldom trotted their 
horfes ; they would fuddenly force them into 
a, gallop through the worft roads, and fome- 
times as fuddenly check their {peed ‘upon the 
moft level furface.. A common piece of inpr 
ferved them for a` whi up, which they feldom 
had any. occafion to ufe, as they urged their 
horfes forwards by hooting and whiftling like 
sat-calls.. "The intervals of thefe noifes were 
filled. with, finging, which is a. favourite 
practice ‘Among the Ruffians:; and has been 
mentioned by moft. travellers. who, for thefe 
two, or three laft centuries, have vifited this 
country, and which I íhall enlarge upon on a 
future occafion. 

From, the wretched harnefs, which was 
continually breaking, and required to be re- 
peatedly adjufted; the badnefs of the roads; 
the length of time we were alw rays detained at 


iles emeTTE EU US 
the pofts before we could procure: horfes ; 


and- other neceflary 
feldom. able. to 


miles a day, 


continu 


almot t 


t54 
wich 


were. ¢ 
thofe | 


{mall : 
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journey before fun-rife, and purfued it “till it 
was quite dark. 

Auguft 27. Near Vidfma we entered the 
vaft foreft of Volkonfki, through which we 
continued for E50 miles without interruption, 
ilmoft to the gates of Mofcow. This foreft, 
which ftretches on all fides to an immenfe 


extent, gives rife to the principal rivers of 
European Ruffia, the Duna, the Dnieper, 
| and the Volga. The fources of the Duna 


fome diftance from our route; but 
1 
a 


the Dnieper and the Volga role at 


intervals from each other, not far from 
The country in^ this part was 


yan üufüal broken into hill and dale; 
it exhibited rather a fucceflion 
> farface, than any confiderable ‘cleva- 


On the 28th we arrived at the village of 


Gretkeva towards the clofe of the “evening 


and’ impradently proceeded on our yourne b 
another ftage of eighteen miles: thé'evening 
| fet in ‘exceedingly dark, cold, and? ‘rainy ; 
the road ‘was’ uncommonly bad; and we 
were in'' continual apprehenfions of being 
danger, however, 


unknown to us 
until we’ affived’ at thé end of the’ ftation : 
we 
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we were then informed by our fervants, that 
we had actually croffed a broad piece of 
water upon a wooden bridge without railing, 
fo infirm that it almoft cracked under the 
carriage, and fo narrow that one of the hind- 
wheels was for an inftant abfolutely fufpended 
over the precipice beneath. . Our ufual good 


fortune brought us fafe between twelve and ' 


one to a cottage at Mofhaifk, where we found 
an excellent ragout of beef and onions pre- 
pared for us by the trufty fervant, who always 
preceded us, and provided our lodging and 
fupper. I have little to fay of Mofhaifk ; 
as we entered it at fo late an hour, and de- 
parted the next morning by day-break. We 
changed horfes at the village of Selo-Naro, 
and arrived early in the evening at Malo-à- 
Viafma, embofomed in the foreft, and plea- 
fantly fituated at the edge of a fmall lake. 
This place was diftant only 24 miles. from 
Mofcow, where we were impatient to arrive ; 
but we prudently deferred our journey until 
the next morning, as we did not chufe to 
tempt fortune again by expofing ourfelves a 
fecond time to dangers in a dark night and in 
an unknown country. . 

The road for fome way before we came to 
Malo-à-Viafma, and from thence to Mofcow, 
was 


£e. i 


was 

foref 
plant 
oaks, 
firs, 
riety. 
rich 

expr 
unifi 
lieve 
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was a broad ftraight avenue cut through the 
foreft. The trees, which compofed thefe vaft 
plantations, fet by the hand of Nature, were 
oaks, beech, mountain-afh, poplar, pines and 
firs, mingled together in the moft wanton va- 
riety. The different fhades of green, and the 
rich tints of the autumnal colours, were in- 
expreffibly beautiful; while the fublime, but 
uniform expanfe of foreft was occafionally re- 
lieved by recefles of paftures and corn-fields. 
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4 £. 


y the form of a creícent, and f 


innun 


es; tower: , gilded fpires indi ck 
: : 
red, ed ereén buildings glittering im th 
= 


fun, formed a moft fplendid appearance, ye 


/ ftrancely contrafted by an" intermixture of 


hé neighbour- 


numberlefs wooden hove 
ing country was 


i | ed to within a jasle of the 


. it was fücceeded by’ an open 


enclofures, We the tiver 


va over à raft floating upon the water; 


enéd to each bank, ich the Ruffians 


bending | under 


call:a Ioing-br 2c 


carriage. After" a { 


et 
[aum 
[e] 
@ 


c xaminat HON of 


4 y 
the faburbs for 


a confiderable-way along a' wooden road; én- 


OUr pafsport v we drove türouc 


téred’ one of the' interior circles of the town, 


pe Bieléorod ; and took "up our quarters 


at’ an inm kept by a Frenchman, at wich 


j 
eu 


pacious; we 


£3 A 


| alfo found every accommodation in abundance, 
| {Beets ; fór' às no one wv 


>} 
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10 


tħis country, 
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bedfteads with bedding, and one matra(s to 
place upon, the floor ; but we could not pro- 
cure more than three íheets, one whereof 
fell to my fhare: we had been fo long ac- 
cuftomed to fleep in our clothes upon ftraw, 
that we fancied ourfelves in a ftate of un- 
heard-of luxury, and bleffed ourfelves for our 
good fortune, 

Mofcow, called by the natives Mofkva, is 
not fo antient as N ovogorod, Kiof, Vladimir, 
and Tver, which towns had been the refi- 
dence of the Rufüan fovereigns before this 
city exifted. The antiquaries of this country 
differ confiderably in their opinions concern- 
ing the firft foundation of Mofcow ; but the 
following account is generally efteemed by the 
beft authors as the moft probable *, 

Kiof was the metropolis, when George fon 
of Vladimir Monomaka afcended in 11 54. the 
Ruffian throne. That monarch, being in- 
fulted in a progrefs through his dominions 
by a rich and powerful nobleman named Ste- 
phen Kutchko, put him to death, and confif- 
cated his domains, confifting of the lands now 
occupied by the city of Mofcow, and the 


* See Sumorokofs Kleine Chronik Von Mofcau in 
St. Pet. Journal for. 1776; and Scherebatof’s Ruff, Gef. 
p. 736. 
adjacent 
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adjacent territory. — Pleafed with the fituation 
of the ground lying at the conflux of the 
Mofkva and Neglina, he laid the foundation 
of a new town, which he called Mofkva from 
the river of that name. Upon the demife 
of George, it was not neglected by his fon 
Andrew, who transferred the feat of em- 
pire from Kiof to Vladimir; but it fell into 
fuch decay under his immediate fucceffors, 
that when Daniel; fon of Alexander Neviki, 
received, in the divifion of the empire, the 
duchy of Mufcovy as his portion, and fixed 
his refidence upon the conflux of the Mofkva 
and Neglina, he may be faid to have new 
founded the town. The fpot now occupied 
by the Kremlin, was at that time overfpread 
with a thick wood and a moraís; in the 
midft whereof was a fmall ifland, containing 
a fingle wooden hut. Upon this part Daniel 
conftruéted churches, monafteries, and vari- 
ous other buildings, and enclofed it with 
wooden fortifications: he firft affumed the 
title of duke of Mofcow ; and was fo attached 
to this fituation, that when, in 1304, he 
fucceeded his brother Andrew Alexandro- 
vitch in the great duchy of Vladimir, he did 
not remove his court to Vladimir, but con- 
tinued his refidence at Mofcow, which then 
became 
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Ill whon» his: fon. Ivan ci 
M new metropolis; d 


| Demetrius Ivanovitc 


Kremlin. witha brick 


tifications dso wraster, 


ne 


Bemg. fóon 


detuitor y conqueror, 1t again 


I - 1 Ictus (fa (13 ctc rer IERI a dm 
TE came. into: the poueniom or the: Kutha 


" 


oss but 
and occupied . by thé 


Nt Landi 1 5th: centuries 
MIU part: of Ruffia; and 
WN, Parum in ig ei 
I cot ss 
I | I! Mofcow is 
i M for its pi {plendour ; and under him 
i | | 
TEE | 
TNI 
PEUT » Wholin: the: be- 
| | | | fixteenth century was embaffa- 

1 ill ill i dor‘fromsthe emperor Maximilian to the « 

Hi Wy duke» Vaf of the above-mentioned 

MI hil ll Ivan is the firt foreigh: writer 
jl l I who defcription: -ofi Mofcow, 


travels 


Mofcow «c 


VPE ea aT 
tien of tne 


as 


have. fi: 
moft! popul 


* See Rer. Mof. Com. in Rer. 
t Chiefly Chancellor Fletcher, 
Lord Carlifle’s Embafly, Pe 
t Poffevinus, I 
Le Bruyn, &c. 


35° 
Here the chief nobles who do not belong to 
the court of the emprefs refide; they here 
fupport a large number of retainers ; gratify 
their tafte for a ruder and more expenfive 
magnificence in the antient ftyle of feudal 
grandeur; and are not, as at Peterfburg, 


eclipfed by the fuperior fplendour of the 
court. 
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Mofcow is fituated in the longitude of 47 
degrees 31 minutes from the firft meridian of 
Greenwich, and in 55° 45’ 45" of northern 
latitude. 

It is certainly the largeft town in Europe ; 
its circumference within the rampart, which 
enclofes the fuburbs, being exactly 39 veríts; 
or 26 miles * ; but it is built in fo ftragolirig 
and disjointed a manner, that its population 
in no degree correfponds to its extent. Some 
Ruffian authors ftate its inhabitants at 
£00,000 fouls; a number evidently exagger- 
ated. Bufching, who refided fome years in 
Ruffia, fays that in 1770 Mofcow contained 
708 brick-houfes, and 11,840 wooden habi- 
tations: 85,731 males and 67,059 females, 


* Its circumference is nearly equal to that of Pekin, 
which, including its fuburbs, meafures 40 verfts, or 26 
miles and three-quarters, Journal of St. Pet. April, 1775, 
P- 243. j 
in 
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in all enly 152,790 fouls; a computation 
which feems to err in the other extreme *. 
According to an account publifhed in the 
Journal of St. Peterfburgh +, the diftrict of 
Mofcow contained, in the beginning of 1780, 
2178 hearths; and the number of inha- 
bitants were 137,698 males, and 134,918 
females, in all 272,616 fouls. In the courfe 
of that fame year the deaths amounted to 
3702, and the births to 862r; and in the 
end, the population of the diftrict was found 
to be 140,143 males, and 137,392 females, 
in all 277,535 fouls. This computation is 
certainly more to be depended upon than 
either of the others; and its truth has been 
recently confirmed to me by an Englifh gentle- 
man lately returned from Mofcow, who made 
this topic the fubject of his inquiries. Ac- 
cording to his account, which he received 
from the lieutenant of the police f, 


Mofcow contains within 
E 2 50,000 fouls. 
the ramparts - - - 


And in the adjacent villages 50,000 


If 


* Bufching's Neue Erdbefchreibung, V. I. p. 841. Edit. 
1777: 

+ For 1781, p. 200. 

f This computation may be relied upon. For as 2 
new aqueduct near Mofcow was juft finifhed, it was ne- 
ceflary 
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IFI was-ftruck with the fingularity: of, Smo- 
lenfko, I was all aftonithment. at the im- 

menfity and variety of Mofcow. A city fo 
irregular, fo uncommon, fo extraordinary, and 
fo contrafted, had never before claimed my 
aftonifhment. The ftreets are in general ex- 
ceedingly long and broad: fome o im are 
paved ; others, particularly thofe in the fu- 
burbs, are formed with trunks of trees, or 


ec 
Bc 
f 


are boarded with planks like the floor of a 
room; wretched hovels are blended with 
large palaces ; cottages.of one ftory ftand next 
to the moft fuperb.and  flately manfions, 
Many brick ítru&ures are covered with wood- 
en tops ; fome of the wooden houfes are paint- 
ed, others have iron doors and roofs. Nu- 
merous churche s prefented themfelves in every 
quarter built in a peculiar ftyle of architec- 
ture; fome with domes of copper, others of 
tin, gilt or painted green, and many roofed 
with wood. In a word, fome parts of this 
vaft city have the appearance of a fequeftered 
defert, other quarters, of a populous town ; 
fome of a contemptible village, others of a 
great capital. 


ceffary to form as exaé an eftimate as pofüible of the nym- 
ber.of inhabitants, in. order. to regulate the neceffary fupply 
of water for each fa milya 
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Mofcow may be confidered as a town built 
upon the Afiatic model, but gradually becom- 
ing more and more European ; exhibiting in 
its prefent ftate a motley mixture of difcord- 
ant architecture. It is diftributed into the 
following divifions. 1. Kremlin. 2. Khi- 
taigorod. 3: Bielgorod. 4. Semlainogorod, 
5. Sloboda ; which, for want of a more prea 
cife term, I fhall call the fuburbs. 

1. The Kremlin was probably thus deno- 
minated by the Tartars when they were in 
poffefiion of Mofcow, from the word Krem, 
or Krim, which fignifies a fortrefs: it ftands 
in the central and higheft part of the city, 
near the conflux of the Mofkva and Neglina, 
which wath two of its fides; is of a triangu- 
lar form; and about two miles in circum- 
ference. It is furrounded by high walls of 
ftone and ‘brick, which were conftructed by 
Peter Solarius, a celebrated architect of Milan, 
ia the year 1491, under the reign of Ivan 
Vaflilievitch I. as appears from the follow- 
ing curious infcription over one of the gates, 


* Joannes Vafili Dei Gracia Magnus Dux 
* Volodimerie | Moícovie . INNovogardie 
« 'Diferie  Plefcovie Veticie Ongarie 
* Permiie Buolgarie et Aliar. Totius 
* Q. Raxie Dominus Anno Tertio Im- 

Vor. d. Aa ** perii 
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* perii Sui Has Turres Condere Fet. Sta- 
* tuit Petrus Antonides Solarius Medio- 
* Janenfis anno Nat. Domini 1491. 


* K. Julii. 


The reader will doubtlefs be as much fur- 
prized as I was to find, that the Tzars employed 
foreign architects at fo early a period of their 
hiftory, before their country was fcarcely 
known to the reft of Europe. The Krem- 
lin is not disfigured by wooden houfes*; 
and contains the antient palace of the Tzars, 
feveral churches, two convents, the patri- 
archal palace, the arfenal now in ruins, and 
one private houfe, which belonged to Boris 
Godunof before he was raifed to the throne. 

2. The fecond divifion is called Khitaigo- 
rod, a term conjectured by fome etymologifts 
to imply the Chinefe town. Voltaire, in 
his Hiftory of Peter the Great, peremptorily 
fupports this opinion, when he calls Khitai- 
gorod * La partie appelée la ville Chinoife, 
** ou les raretés de la Chine s etallatent.”. But 
it may be remarked, that this divifion of 
Mofcow bore its prefent appellation long be- 


* See the next Chapter, where fome of thefe buildings 
are defcribed. Since my vifit to Mofcow, many additional 
buildings have been conftructed, 
fore 
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fore any connection was opened between the 


Ruffians and Chinefe ; and the beft hiftorians 
of this country, without pretending to afcer- 
tain its original fignification, fuppofe the word 
Cathay or Khitai to have been introduced by 
the Tartars when they had poffeffion of Mof- 
cow *: in proof of this conjecture, it is al- 
ledeed, that there is a town in the Ukraine 
called Khitaigorod, and another of the fame 
name in Podolia; both which countries, 
though entirely unknown to the Chinefe, 
have been either over-run or inhabited by 


"T artars. 

The Khitaigorod is inclofed on one fide by 
that wall of the Kremlin which runs from the 
Mofkva to the Neglina; and on the other 
fide by a brick wall of inferior height. It is 
much larger than the Kremlin, and contains 
the univerfity, the printing-houfe, and many 
other public buildings, together with all the 
tradefmen's fhops. The edifices are moftly 
ftuccoed or white-wafhed ; and it has the only 
ftreet in Mofcow in which the houfes ftand 
clofe to one another without any intervals be- 
tween them. 

3. The Bielg rorod, or White Town, which 
runs quite rot and the two precedmig divifions, 


. VIII. p. 538—541. 
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is fuppofed to derive its name from a white 
wall with which it was formerly enclofed, 
and of which forne remains are {till to be 
feen: 

4. Semlainogorod, .which environs all the 
three other quarters, takes. its denomination 
from a circular rampart of earth with which 
it is encompafled. -Thefe two laft-mentioned 
divifions exhibit a grote{que group of churches, 
convents, palaces, brick and wooden houfes, 
and mean hovels, in no degree fuperior to pea- 
fants cottages. 

5. The Sloboda, or Suburbs, form a vaf 
exterior circle round all the parts already de- 
fcribed ; and are invefted with a low ram- 


part and ditch. Thefe füburbs contain, be- 
I 


fides buildings of all kinds and denomina- 
tions, corn-fields, much open pafture, and 
fome fmall lakes, which give rife to the 
Neglina. 

The Mofkva, from which the city takes its 
name, flows through it in a winding channel ; 
but, excepting in {pring, is only navigable for 
rafts. It receives the Yaufa in the Semlaino- 
gorod, and the Neglina at the weftern extre- 
mity of the Kremlin ; the beds of both thefe 
laft-mentioned rivulets are, in fummer, little 
better than dry channels, 
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The morning after our arrival, we ordered 


our Ruffian fervant to hire a carriage for our 
ufe during our ftay at Mofcow. The equi- 
page he procured was a chariot and fix horfes 
of different colours: the coachman and pof- 
tilions were drefled like the peafants, with 
high cylindrical. hats ; the former, with a 
long beard and fheep-fkin robe, fat upon the 
box; the latter, in a coarfe drugget garb, 
were mounted upon the off horfes, according 
to the cuftom of this country. Behind the 
carriage was an enormous fack of hay: upon 
expreffing fome furprize at this appendage, 
we were informed, that almoft every carriage 
at Mofcow is provided with a viaticum of this 
fort, which, while the mafter is paying his 
vifits, or is at dinner, is occafionally given 
to the horfes. Some refrefhments of this 
kind, indeed, feemed abfolutely neceffary, as 
our horfes never faw the ftable from the 
time of leaving it in the morning, until they 
returned to it in the evening, or at midnight ; 
and were kept during that interval, like thofe 
of our hackney-coaches, in the {treets. Dur- 
ing our continuance in this city we, not un- 
commonly, perceived about dinner-time, in 
the- court-yards of thefe houfes where ‘we 
dined, many horfes without bridles, and. un- 

Aa3 harneffed 
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harneffed from the refpective carriages, brow- 
fing upon their portable provender ftrewed 
upon the ground; with them were inter- 
mixed different parties of coachmen and 
poftilions, who at the fame time gratified 
the calls of hunger upon a repaft ready I 
pared, like that of their cattle, and which too 
required as little ceremony in ferving up. 
The frequency of thefe objects foon rendered 
them familiar to us; and we ceafed to look, 
upon our trufs of hay as an excrefcence. 


Drem 


The firft vifit we made in our new equi- 
page was to our banker, who lived at the 


furtheft extremity of one of the fuburbs, about, 


the diftance of four miles from our inn. Our 
coachman drove us through the town with 
great expedition, generally in a brifk trot, 
and frequently a full gallop, without any 
diftinction of paved or boarded ítreets. Hav- 
ing fettled our bufinefs with the banker, 
who was our countryman, and who obligingly 
furnifhed us with a large collection of Englith 
news-papers, we croffed the Yaufa over a 
raft-bridge to a palace, which was conftru&ted 
for the accommodation of the prefent emprefs, 
whenever {fhe may chufe to vifit Mofcow: 
this palace is not; according to our ordinary 
acceptation of the word, a fingle ftructure ; 

4 but, 
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but, in the true ftyle of Afiatic grandeur, a 
vaft affemblage of numerous buildings diftri- 
buted into feyeral {treets, and bearing the 
appearance of a moderate town. The bafe 
of all thefe buildings is of ftone, but of fo 
foft a nature, that it feemed fcarcely adequate 
to the fupport of the fuperftructure ; the 
bricks ufed for the remainder of the fabric 
were {o indifferently prepared, that they crum- 
bled at the touch: nor did the workmanfhip 
exceed the materials; for it was obvious to 
the moft carelefs obferver, that the walls were 
in many places out of the perpendicular line. 

I was aftonifhed upon obferving, that the 
greateft part of the timber, employed in the 
conftruction of thefe vaft edifices, no lefs than 
ordinary cottages, Was fafhioned with the axe. 
Though I often faw the carpenters at work, 
I never once perceived a faw in their hands : 
they cut the trees through with the axe; 
they hewed planks with the axe; they 
formed the beams, and fitted them toge- 
ther with the axe. With this fimple engine 
they mortaifed and tenanted the {malleft as 
vel as the largeft pieces of wood; and 
fmoothed the boards for the floor with the 
niceft exa&nefs. The dexterity, indeed, and 


juftnefs with which they managed this in- 
Aa 4. ftrument 
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ftrument. was wonderful; but its tedious mode 
of operation muft evidently occafion a pro- 
digious wafte of labour and wood, 

The gardens, which belonged to the old pa- 
lace, built by Elizabeth near the {pot where the 
prefent ftru&ure was erecting, ate ftill retained : 
they are of confiderable extent, and contain- 
ed fome of the beft eravel-walks I have feen 
fince my departure from England. In fome 
parts the grounds were laid out in a pleafing 
and natural manner; but in general the old 
ftyle of gardening prevailed, and continually 
prefented us with rows of clipped yew-trees, 
long ftraight canals, and a profufion of pre- 
pofterous ftatues. Hercules was prefiding at 
a fountain, with a retinue of gilded Cupids, 
dolphins and lamias: every little ftructure 
Was a pantheon ; and every grove was haunted 
by its Apollos and Dianas; but the principal 
deity in the place feemed to be a female figure 
holding a cornucopia reverfed, which, inftead 
of diftributing, as ufual, all kinds of fruit, 
grain, and flowers, poured out crowns, coro- 
nets,.and mitres, But the reign of all thefe 
deities was doomed to be very fhort: under 
the aufpices of her prefent majefty all thefe 
inftances of grotefque tafte were to be re- 
moved, and give place to more natural orna- 


ments, 
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ments. This palace and gardens are at the 
extremity of the fuburbs, within the com- 
país of the exterior rampart which encircles 
the whole town. 

We foon ceafed to be furprized that our 
carriage was provided with fix horíes, as no- 
thing was more common than to meet the 
equipages of the nobility with complete fets, 
driving merely about the ftreets of Mofcow. 
As the city is of fo large a compafs, a great 
number of hackney-carriages are ftationed in 
the ftreets for the convenience of carrying 
paffengers to the different quarters. ‘Thefe 
vehicles are without tops, have moftly four 
wheels, and are provided either with a long 
bench, or one, two, or three feparate feats, 
like arm-chairs, placed.fide-ways: their fares 
are fo reafonable, that fervants occafionally 
ufe them upon errands to diftant parts of the 
city. The coachman generally drives a full 
trot, at the rate of eight or nine miles in an 
hour. 

September 1. This morning we received 
a card of invitation from Count Ofterman, 
governor of Mofcow, to dinner for the 22d 
of Auguít; but, as it was the ift of Septem- 
ber, our fervant, who took the meflage, came 
laughing into the room, and informed us, 
that 


that we were invited to an entertainment 
which was paft: he added, that he had endea- 
youred to convince the perfon who brought 
the card of the miftake; but the man infifted 
that the enfuing day was the 22d of Auguft. 
It was indeed a natural miftake in our fer- 
vant, who did not know that the Ruffians 
ftill adhered to the old ftyle; and as he had 
paffed the 22d of'Auguft in Lithuania, it is 
no wonder that he was furprized at finding it 
again fo foon at Mofcow. 

Until the reign of Peter the Great the Ruf- 
fians began their year in September, and dated 
their era from the creation of the world *, and 


not from the nativity of our Saviour. In 
| M Il 1700 Peter inftituted a grand jubilee at Mof- 
I | cow; and ordained, that from that period 
te the year fhould commence in January, and be 
MT computed from the Chriftian era, according 
to the old ftyle then in ufe in England. Out 
of veneration to his memory no alteration has 
been fince made in the Ruffian calendar ; fo 
that at prefent Ruffia, and fome of the pro- 
teftant Swifs republics, are. the only European 
nations who ftill retain the old ftyle. 


TAI * They reckoned alfo, according to the opinion of the 
MOM Greeks, 5508 years, inftead of only 3369, from. the 
mA creation to the nativity, 

Will The 
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The fame morning we carried a letter of 
recommendation from count Stakelbergh, the 
Ruffian embaflador at Warfaw, to prince 
Volkonfki governor of the province, who re- 

| ceived us with great franknefs and cordiality, 

| and immediately invited us to dinner, defiring 
us to confider his table as ours as long as we 
continued at Mofcow. ‘The prince is in his 
67th year, and remembered, when he was about 
thirteen, to have feen Peter the Great: him 
| he defcribed as very tall, above fix feet in 
height, ftrong and well made, with his head 
flouching and awry, of a dark complexion, 
and a countenance continually fubject to dif- 
tortions ; adding, he was general drefied in 


| his green uniform, or a plain brown coat ; was 

| remarkable for the finenefs of his linen, wore 

his fhort black hair without powder, and 

whifkers. ‘The prince amufed us with relat- 

ing feveral curious anecdotes of that great 

monarch, and amongft others, the following, 
which he received, from prince Mentchikof. 

After the battle of Pultava, while prince 

Volkonfki, the father of our noble hoft, was 

following Charles XII. with a corps of light 

horfe, and was at no great diftance from him, an 

aid-de-camp brought an order from Ment- 

chikof to halt: he obeyed, but difpatched a 


mefíen ger 


5 
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meflenger to acquaint the prince, that he was 
purfuing the king of Sweden with the faireft 
profpect of overtaking him. ‘Mentchikof was 
greatly aftonifhed at this meffage, as no or- 
ders for difcontinuing the purfuit had iffued 
from him : and his fuppofed aid-de-camp who 
delivered them was never difcovered. As 
Peter, when informed of this tranfaction, in- 
ftituted no inquiry concerning the perfon 
who had probably prevented the capture of 
his moft formidable rival; it is fufpected that 
the ftratagem was contrived by hirnfelf, in 
order to avoid being embarraffed with a pri- 
foner whom he would be unwilling either 
to releafe, or to detain long in captivity. 
Nothing can exceed the hofpitality of the 
Ruffians. We never paid a morning vifit 
to any nobleman without being detained to 
dinner: we alfo conftantly received {everal 
general invitations ; but, confidering them 
4s mere compliments, we were unwilling 
to intrude ourfelves without further notice. 
We foon found, however, that the principal 
perfons of diftin&tion kept open tables, and 
were highly obliged by our reforting to them 
without ceremony. Prince Volkonfki in par- 
ticular, having cafually difcovered that we 
had dined the preceding day at our inn, po- 
litely 
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litely upbraided us ; repeating his affurances, 
that his table was ours, and that whenever 
we were not particularly engaged, he fhould 
always expect us for his guefts. Indeed the 
ftrongeft exprefüons can {carcely do juftice 
to the attention and kindnefs of this excel- 
lent nobleman: not content with admitting 
us to his table without form, he was anxious 
that our curiofity fhould be gratified with the 
fight of every remarkable object at Mofcow ; 
he ordered his aid-de-camp to accompany us 
to different parts of the city ; and as we were 
extremely defirous to become acquainted with 
Mr. Muller, the celebrated hiftorian of this 
country, he one day invited that refpectable 
old gentleman to meet us at dinner. 

Mr. Muller fpeaks and writes the German, 
Ruffian, French, and Latin tongues with 
furprizing fluency; and reads the Englifh, 
Dutch, Swedifh, Danifh, and Greek with 
great facility. His memory is ftill fur- 
prizing; and his accurate acquaintance with 
the minuteft incidents of the Ruffian annals 
almoft furpaffes belief. 

At the conclufion of the dinner at prince 
Volkonfkiís I had the pleafure of accom- 
panying this eminent hiftorian to his houfe, 


and paífed {fome hours in his library. Fig 
poffefles moft, of the books in the diferea 


languages 
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a of modern Europe which treat of 
Ruffia: the Englifh writers who have written 
upon this country are far moré numerous than 
I imagined. His collection of ftàte-papers 
and manufcripts is invaluable: they are all 
arranged in the exacteft order, and elaffed 
into feveral volumes, diftinguifhed by the 
names of thofe illuftrious perfonages to whom 
they principally relate; fuch as Peter T. 
Catharine I. Menchikof, Ofterman, &c. 

Every lover of literature muft regret, that 
Mr. Muller, who is admirably qualified for 
the tafk, and has already prepared the ma- 
terials, has not favoured the. public with a 
regular, unbroken hiftory of this country; 
but as, on account of his advanced age, an 
undertaking of this kind cannot now be ex- 
pe&ed from him, he muft confign to others 


Ju Ss cU eee ANUS gr sud Lia. iue 
the ufe of thofe papers, which he has fo dili- 
I , 


“4 1 V 
wil, however, al- 
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gently accumulated. 
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e great father of. Ruf- 


ways be confidered 
fian hiftory, as well from the e ent fpeci- 


mens he himfe f has produced, as from the 
t 


vaft fund of information which he bequeaths 
to future hiftorians 

Gerard Frederic Muller was born in 1767, 
at Herforden, in the circle of Weftpl He 


1 


Feceived the early part of his education under 
his 
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his father, Thomas Muller, rector of the 
Gymnafium ; in the r7th year of his age WIN 
was removed to the univerfity of Rinteln; and TAI 
in the following year to Leipfic. Here he fo 
greatly diftinguifhed himfelf by his affiduity in bI 
profecuting his ftudies, and by rapid advances WI 
in various branches of polite literature, that Wit 


although only in the 20th year of his age, he 
was recommended to Peter the Great as a I 
proper perfon to be appointed member of the | 
Imperial Academy of Sciences, which that mo- 


narch was preparing to inftitute. He arrived 
at Peterfburgh in November 1725, fubfequent 
to the demife of Peter; but was immediately 
nominated, by Catherine the Firft, adjunct to NH 
the Imperial Academy. He read lectures, in the - MI 
Latin tongue, on hiftory and geography ; and ILE 
in 1730 was appointed profeffor. of hiftory, "MA 
and member of the Imperial Academy. In | 
the fame year he began his travels into Ger- Mi 
many, Holland, and England; and, during his 
refidence in London, was chofen member of Tn 
the Royal Society. Being deputed by the IM 
émiprefs Anne to explore the extreme parts of TM 
Siberia, and the peninfula of Kamtchatka, he | 
fet out, on the 8th of Auguft, 1733, 0n this ce- 
lebrated expedition, in company with Steller, 
De Lifle, the elder Gmelin, and Krafhenini- 
kof. 
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kof. . The indefatigable traveller turned his 
principal attention to thé hiftory, geography, 
antiquities, manners, and cuftoms of the va- 
rious people and hordes of Siberia, He com- 
piled or correéted maps of the diftri&s which 
he vifited ; put into order the archives of the 
principal towns ; and copied the moft i impor- 
tant documents. 

The unremitting zeal- and affiduity with 
which he continued his inquiries brought on a 
lingering nervous complaint; which prevented 
him from accompanying his fellow travellers ; 
and compelled him to demand his recall. 
Having obtained the emprefs's permiffion to 
return, he faw his fellow-travellers s depart with 
regret; but afterwards, recovering in fome 
meafure his health, he was ex by cu- 
riofity and literary zeal to continue his travels 
into the extreme parts of Siberia, notwith- 
ftanding the fatigue of the journey, through an 
inhofpitable country, and over rugged andal- 
moft impaffable roads, He accordingly vifited 
Irkutfk, Okotfk, and even penetrated to Ya- 
kutfk, where he arrived in 1736. In arrang- 
ing the archives, he found the original account 
of the Ruffian navigations in the Frozen Ocean, 
and in the fea of Kamtchatka ; and difcovered 
that, near a century ago, Defhnef, a Ruffian 
navigator, 
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navigator, had taken his departure from ` the 
river Kovyma, failed alo hee the Frozen Ocean, 

1 1 +] eae Ses eae 
and doubled the north-eaítern promontory 
re’ 


of Afia*; thus afc ering a point which 
had lone agitated the literary world, that the 
oO P 


ag 


continents of Afia and America were fepa- 
rated by an arm of the fea This impor- 
tant diícovery, of which le Ruffians them- 
felves had long remained ignorant, occafioned 
various attempts to dif eovét the north-weftern 
coaft of America, and gave rife to the expe- 
dition of captain Cook. 
After near ten years abfence, Mr. Muller re- 
turned to St. Peterfburg in the beginning of 
1743; and was received by the emprefs Eli- 
zabeth with great marks of diftinction and fa- 
vour, In 1747 he was appointed hiftorio- 
grapher, and rector of the Imperial univerfity ; 
Picos other promotions at St. Peterfburg ; 
and at length was appointed, by the prefent 
empreís, elaine of ítate, and keeper of the 
archives at Mofcow +. 
His 


* See Account of the Ruffian Difcoveries between Afia 
and America. 

+ The emprefs purchafed his fine collection of books 
and manufcripts for £.2000. ‘This great patronefs of let- 
ters configned alfo to him the charge of arranging and 
printing, at her expence, a Collection of Ruffian Treat es; 
Vor. I. Bb ^is 


woreda Callen: C T; 
work, a Collection of Ruffian 
among other curious and 


an account of the 


drawn from the 
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toni ns, from the anti 
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t oclavoniz in chroni- 


cles, and from Snorro Sturl 


ifis, an hiftori: 
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the Genoefe. on the Coafts of the Black bea, 
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soldi 
tory and Commerce ‘of Siberia ; Hiftory of 
Ruffia, from the I 

the Acceflion. of Michael Feodorovitch; Re- 
markable- Things is Afiatic Ruffia, and in 


^n of Boris Godunof to 


A 


Turkey in Afia; on the Ruffian Trade to 
China; Natural Hiftory of the Diftri@s be- 


tween the Don and Dnieper; Account of No- 
3o0rod. Wornat. P m 

vogorod, Dorpat, Pernau, and Riga. 
From the numerous journals in the archives 


of Yakutfk, and from tj 


e mafs.of intellie: 


in the form of Dumont's 


of the learned hift 


died on the 16th of Octo ber 178 37, in the 78 


age; Catherine, a fhort time bef re his death, ho 
Muller with the order E St. Vladimir; and has te 


Al 
uy, 


his far 


refpect to his memory by ennobling 


Hatter; 
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Ces M 
uighiy 


in whofe honour an Hi 


xd in the principal churches 


vice was 
ofcow with all the pageantry peculiar to M 


a 
religion; and the governor of the 


gave a fplendid entertainment, to IM 
principal nobility and clergy of N 


city were: invited. As ftrangers we 


were defirous of obferving the ‘ceremonies 
b2 of 
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of the day, and by the attention of our ac- 


quaintance our curiofity was amply gratified. 


of what occurred upon this occafion ; it may: 


be neceffary to premife a fhort account of the 
faint who gave rife to this feftival, and who, 
though adored by the Ruffians, is fcarcely 
known beyond the limits of this country. 
Alexander Nevíki,a name more refpectable 
than moft of the faints who fill the Ruffian 
calendar, was fon of the great-duke Yaroflaf, 
and flourifhed in the beginning of the 13th 
century, at a period when his country had 
been reduced to the utmoft extremity by a 
combination of formidable enemies. He re- 
pulfed an army of Swedes and Teutonic 
knights, and wounded the king of Sweden 
with his own hand on the bank of the Neva, 
from whence he obtained the appellation of 
Neviki. He defeated the Nartars in feveral 
engagements, and delivered his country from 
a difgraceful tribute impofed by the fucceffors 
of Zinghis Khan. His life feems to have 
been almoft one continued ícene of action ; 
and he fhewed fuch prowefs, and performed 
fuch almoft incredible acts of valour, that 
it is no wonder an ignorant and fuperttitious 
people fhould confider him as a fuperior 
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being, and confecrate his memory: indeed, 
of all idolatry, that which is paid to real 
merit, and in gratitude for real fervices, 
is the moft natural and the moft excufable. 
He died about the year 1262, at Gorodetz, 
near Nifhnei Novogorod. The great fupe- 
riority of his character was evinced, as well 
by victories which diftinguifhed the Ruffian 
arms during his life, as by the numerous 
defeats which immediately took place on his 
deceafe. 

The morning of this anniverfary was ufhered 
in by the ringing of bells uncommonly loud ; 
inceflant peals refounded in every quarter of 
the city, but more particularly in the Krem- 
lin, which contains the principal churches 
and the largeft bells. Before eleven we paid 
our refpects to prince Volkonfki, who, as 
governor of the province of Mofcow, had 
a levee: he wore the red ribband of the 
order of St. Alexander, and received. the 
compliments of the principal nobility and 
gentry. From the levee we repaired to the 
cathedral of St. Michael, and were prefent 
at high mafs, performed by the archbifhop 
of Roftof. 'The church was filled with 
fuch an immeníe .concourfe of people, that 


Bb3 it 


= 
E 


Moss. 0." W* 


the company 


example. B to the archbifhop, 
I: had the tiohcod!« of ^ holding a long conver- 


(ation with him in the Latin tongue; which 
e 


re | ines o [53 PE TY, a "T 
with great fluency. tie ARPS eared 


h hle rell- infor 271 dep A 1 11 
e Wel ntormed man, and well 


verfed in vütious branches of literature: he 
iin 
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had perufed ‘the w ork s of feveral of our bett 


Hs u ied 


"written, or tranflated 


t I 
Rufan church, which he anfwered with great 


readinefs and condefcenfion.- He told me that 
the Bible is tranflated into Sclavoni hat 
the liturgy is written in that language, which 
is the mother-tongue o the Ruffian; and 


P 
f 
fore the'ftyle of the facred writings, 


ret 
ioush fomewhat antient and obfelete, is yet 
21 
| 


underftood without much. diffic ulty even by 


the common people. He informed me, that 


y are divided into fecular and re- 
gular priefts : that the latter, from whom 


are chofen the dignitaries of the church, 
are not permitted to mo that the feculars 
are the pu íh- priefts, and from a literal ob- 
fervation of St. Paul's precept, “ the hufband 
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unworth y 
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rlof, who, in the lat war with he Po 
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Oo rte, 
commanded the Ruffian fleet in the Archi- 
pe and burnt the Turkifh armament in 
the rof'Fchefme, for which a& he has 


onoured with the title of 


t* 
Qq 
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conferring 


1 
emperors, wo 


iluiirious 


-duke Alexander was 


i for 


near the Neva; and his great-granc De- 
metrius Ivanovitch was denominated 


Vie for his conqueft of 
ll banks of the Don 

| had long. been dion 
revived by the prefent emprefs. Accordingly 


Maríhal Romanzof recei 


of Zadunaifki from his victories fouth of’ the 
Danube; ‘prince Dolgorucki that of Crimfki 


m y 


| for his fucceffes in. the Crimea; and count 
MELLE hop: this of Tchefminfki from theac&tion in 


X 
oufe of count Orlof' is fituated’ at the 


ii extremity of one of theduburbs, upon an ele- 
WI I vated fpot, commanding'a fine view of the 
ERU vaft city of Mofcow and the neighbouring 
| country. © A number of  feparate buildings 


occu P V 


cached ftructures, 
ation and lower 
built Wi th th 


fame materi upper part is of 


X 


of a Um colour. 


defired 


the E net 
render us 


© our ftay at 


The count 


Lilo ili. 


th the moft polite reception. 


I 
true ftyle of old Ruffian 
fp open table, abounding 
| with a great variety of Greek wines, which 


im from his expedition 
1 


One difh, ferved. on 


* Wooden houfes are by many perfons in this country 
fuppofed to be warme and more wholefome than thofe of 


brick and ftone, which is the rea fon why fevera al of the 
| Ruffian nobility chufe that part of the houfe, which they 
hemfelves, to be conftructed with wood, 


his 


his plentiful board, muft be particularly men- 


tioned as extremely delicious, and only inferior 


to our beft venifon; it was a quarter of an 
Aftracan fheep, remarkable tor the quantity 
and flavour of the fat *. 


We had mufic during dinner, which in- 
deed generally made a part of the entertain: 
ment at the tables of the nobility. We 
obferved alfo another very ufual inftance of 
parade; namely, a great number of retainers 
and dependents, mixed with fervants, but 
feldom affifting in any menial office: they 
occafionally ftood round their lord’s chair, 
and feemed infinitely pleafed whenever they 
were diftinguifhed by a nod or a fmile. In 
this train there was an Armenian not long 
arrived from Mount Caucafus, who, agreeably 
to the cuftom of his country, inhabited a tent 


* In the court-yard I obferved feveral fheep of this fpe- 
cies ranging about the ftables, fo perfectly tame that they 
fuffered us to flroke them., They are almoft as la 


re as 
fallow deer, but with much fhorter legs: they have no 
horns, long flowing ears, and, inftead of tails, a large bunch 
of fat, fometimes weighing thirty pounds. Mr. Pennant 
has given an engraving of thefe fheep in his Hiftory of 
Quadrupeds, which he has accompanied with an accurate 
defcription, 


pitched 
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pitched in the garden, and covered with a 
thick kind of felt. . His drefs confifted of 
a long loofe robe tied with a fafh, large 
breeches, and boots: his hair was cut, in 
the manner of the Tartars, in a circular 


3 


form; his arms were 2 poignard, and a 
sow of buffalo’s horn ftrung with the finews 
of the fame animal. He was extremely 
NEC d to his mafter: when he was firft 
preíente d, he voluntarily took an oath of 
ical. and fwore, in the true language of 
Eal ftern hyperbole, to -attack all the count's 


enemies ; offering, as a proo f of the fincerity 


Ciillo 5 


J 


r 

of this declaration to cut off his own ears; 
he alfo wifhed that all the ficknefs, which at 
any time threatened his mafter, might be 
transferred to himfelf. He examined ou 
clothes, and feemed delig hted with leit 


out the fuperiority of his own drefs in the 


article of convenience; he threw hit felf into 
different attitudes with uncommon n bem 
and defied us to follow his ues he 
danced a Calmuc dance, which c nfifted 1n 


ftraming every mufcle, and writhing his body 
into variouss contortions without firing from 
the fpot: he beckoned us into the garden n, 
took great pleafure in fhowing us his ‘tent 
and 
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and his arms; and. thot 


amazing height. We 


O 


unartificial charac this 
feemed like a w an juft beeinn 
j £ 
civilized. 
Count Orlof, who-is very fond of the 


manage, is 
the largeft, 


and he was fo obliging as. to gratify our 
o o J 


though pot 


in Ruffia ; 


curiofity by carryi: 


jor 
15 
country-houfe, 4 tth e 
miles from Mofcow. 


his own carriage drawn by fix har- 
neffed with ropes, and. placed. twc front, 
and four a-breaft in the ‘hinder row: an 


empty coach, with fix horfes, ranged two 
by two, followed for parade. He 


tended by four huflars, 
mentioned Armenian accout 
and quiver: the latter 
and waved his h 


and wi h the {tron 


it 
preffions of tranfport; he occafionally gal- 


loped his horfe clofe to the carriag 


fuddenly {topped and wheeled round to the 


right or left with great rapidity. , 
In our route we paffed feveral large con- 
vents, ‘furrounded, like many of the mo- 


na fteries 


and’ battlements of nae fo as to 
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with ftrong 
have the 


CrOi led 


watered 


ntle hills, 


wood, 


variet y of 


above 


moft of whom had foals. 
cleaned from the moft 
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the globe, from Arabia, 
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d 


Ce mk! 
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a, and England. 


elag 


J > 
obtained the Arabiai 
in the Archipe 


Ali- Bs; others by 
from the Turks: ae thefe he 
ed four horfes (two of which we had 


priz 

noticed in the m anaga at Mofcow) of the 
true Cocb/ean breed, fo much efteemed in 
Arabia, and fo feldom feen out of their native 


country. 


The count, after i 

us himfelf to the ftud and about the grounds S 

i ient, 
1 


racity lent charms to his {ple n- 


1 


on 
t entert ai 


dour and hof; ill ty. In our return to Mof- 
cow, we apr a circuit to a {mall village 
about fix miles from the capital, where a 
villa ‘was erecting for the emprefs, called 
‘Tzaricino: it combien. befides TM principal 
building, of eight or ten detached ftru&ures 
in the Gothic tafte, which were prettily dif- 


perfed among the plantations. The fituation 
is romantic, a rifing ground backed with wood, 


and a large piece of water embracing 
of the hill. 

I cannot forbear to mention in this piste 
an act of almoft Eaft 
this vifit fome time afterwards occafioned 


us. 


the foot 


= 


n eee which 


One morning in the rota winter, at Peterf- 


tal 


burg, one of the fineft Ame the Arabian 
"ein which Lord Herbert had greatly ad- 
mired àt Mofcow, was fent to him, accom- 


panied with the following note. 


* My Lord,. I obferved that this horfe 
** pleafed you, and therefore defire your act 
“ ceptance of him: I received him asa pre- 
ie- Arabian 
“ of 


* fent from Ali-Bey. He is a ti 


the 
trod 
mate 
the | 
mani 
peah 
into t 
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t of the Cochlean race, and in the late war 
* was brought by the Ruffian íhips from 
« Arabia to me while I was in the Archipe- 
* lago. I with he may be as ferviceable to 
* you as he has been to me; and [ remain, 
** with efteem, your obedient fervant; 

* Count ALEXEY ORLOF 

TCHESMINSKI.” 


This valuable horfe was fent from Peterf- 
burgh to England, and is now in the Earl of 
Pembroke’s poffeffion. 

At the clofe of an entertainment, which 
the count one day gave us at Mofcow, he in- 
troduced us to the fight of a Ruffian boxing- 
match, which is a favourite diverfion among 
the common people. We repaired to the 
manage, where we found about three hundred 
peafants affembled. They divided themfelves 
into two parties, each of which chofe a chief, 
who called out the combatants, and pitted 
them againít each other: only a fingle pair 
was allowed. to engage at the fame time. 
They did not ftrip as with us, and had orn 
thick leathern. gloves with thumb pieces, but 
with no feparations for the fingers. From 
the ftiffnefs of the leather they could fearcely 
double their fifts; and many of them ftruck 
Vor. L Ce open= 
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Their attitudes were vety dif- 
ferent from thofe ufed By boxers in England: 


they advanced the left foot and fide; ftretched 


open-handed. 


the left arm towards the adverfary in order 
to repel his blows ; and kept the right arm 
fwinging at fome diftance from the other, 
They generally {truck in a circular direction 
at the face and head, never attacked the breaft 
or fides, and feemed to have no notion of 
aiming a blow directly forwards. When any 
combatant felled his antagonift to the ground, 
he was declared victor, and the conteft be- 
tween that pair immediately ceafed. During 
our flay we Were witnefs to about twenty fuc- 
ceffive combats. Some of the men were of 
vaft ftrength ; but their mode of fighting pre- 
vented any mifchief from its exertion; nor 
did we perceive any of thofe fractures and 
contufions in which boxing-matches in Eng- 
land fo frequently terminate, Both parties 
were highly interefted in favour of their Te- 
{pective champions ; and feemed at times in= 
clined to enter the lifts in their fapport ; but 
the firt appearance of difpute, or growing 
heat, was humanely checked by the ‘count, 
who actéd as mediator: a kind word, ‘or even 
a nod from him, inftantly ‘compofed all dif- 
ferences. When he appeared defirous to put 
an 
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an end to the combats, they humbly requeft- 
ed his permiffon to honour them. with his 
prefence a little longer; upon his afient, they 
bowed their heads to the ground, and feemed 
as pleafed as if they had received the higheft 
favour. The count is greatly beloved by his 
peafants ; and their ftern countenances ‘would 
melt into the moft affectionate foftnefs at his 
ap proach. 

We made an agreeable excurfion to Mi- 
kaulka, the villa of count Peter Panin, a 
Ruffian nobleman of the firft diftin&tion, who 
fignalized himfíelf in the late war againft the 
Turks, by the taking of Bender; and more 
recently by the defeat and capture of the rebel 
Pugatchef. This villa is fituated at the dif- 
tance of fix miles from Mofcow, in the midft 
of a large foreft. The count originally pur- 
pofed. to have raifed a grand edifice of brick, 
after a defign of his late wife: but upon her 
death he abandoned this project, and contents 
ed himíz with a comfortable wooden houfe 
at the extremity of his grounds, which he at 
firft erected only as a temporary habitation. 
His offices, ftables, coach-houfes, dog-ken- 
nels, lodgings for his huntfmen and other 


menial fervants, form two long rows of de- 
Cc2 tached 
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tached wooden buildings, alb with’ uniform 
fronts and neatly painted:: ‘The grounds are 
prettily laid out in the ftyle of our parks, with 
gentle flopes,' {pacious lawns of the fineft ver- 
dure, {cattered plantations, and a large piece 
of water fringed with wood. We could not 
avoid feeling extreme: fatisfaction at obferving, 
that the Englith ftyle of gardening had pene- 
trated even into thefe diftant regions. The 
Englifh tafte, indeed, can certainly difplay. it- 
felf in this ‘country to great advantage, where 
the parks are extenfive, and the verdure, dur- 
ing their {hort fummer, uncommonly beauti- 
ful. Mott of the Ruffian nobles have gar- 
deners of our nation, and refign themfelves 
implicitly to their direction: 'The count, who 
is fond of country diverfions, had a pack of 
hounds chiefly of the Englith breed, confifting 
of an indifcriminate mixture: of harriers, ftag 
and. fox-hounds; fele&ed without any regard to 
their fizes or forts: “With this fame pack he 
hunted wolves, deer, foxes; and hares. He 
poffefled likewife a fine breed of Ruffian grey- 
hounds, in high eftimation for their fwiftnefs : 


they are fhaggy and wire-haired, and fome of 


them are ‘taller than the largeft Newfoundland 
dog I ever faw. 
g 
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The count entertained us with a moft 
fumptuous dinner: we were particularly ftruek 
with the. quantity and quality of the fruit 
which made its appearance in the defert: 
pines, peaches, apricots, grapes, pears, cher- 
ries, none of which can in this country be 
obtained without the affiftance of hot-houfes, 
were ferved in the greateít profufion. There 
was a delicious fpecies of {mall melon, which 
had been fent by land carriage from Aftracan 
to Mofcow, though at the diftance of a thou- 
(and miles *. One inftance of elegance which 
diftinguifhed the defert, and had the prettieft 
effect imaginable, muft not be omitted: at 
the upper and lower end of the table were 
placed two china vafes containing cherry- 
trees in full leaf, and fruit hanging. on the 
boughs, which was gathered by the company. 
We-obferved alfo in the defert a curious fpe- 
cies of apple, which is not uncommon in the 
neighbourhood of Mofcow:-it is fomewhat 
larger than a golden-pippin, is of the colour 


and tranfparency of pale amber, and has an 


exquifite flavour 5 the Ruffians call it Nav/- 


* 'Thefe melons fometimes coft five pounds apiece, and 


at other times they may be purchafed in the markets ot 


than half a crown apiece, 


Mofcow for lef: 


Qc 3 nich. 
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| fich. The tree thrives here in the open air therm 
without any particular attention to its culture, pum | 
but degenerates in other countries; its flips Mp 
and feed, when planted in a foreigh foil, have edd 
With hitherto produced ‘only à common fort of aps ies 
M ple, bat never the tranfparent fpecies. «à 
In returning from Mikaulka we pafied x 
clofe to the villa of count Razomoufki Het: im 
| man of the Ukraine, which had more the for 
lii refemblance of a little town than ‘a country grs 
| houfe. It confifted of forty or fifty buildings tea 
of different fizes; fome of brick, ‘others ‘of fhill 
wood; fome painted, and others plain. The wine 
count maintains his guard, a numerous "train T 
of retainers, and a large band of muficians. occ 
The Ruffian nobles difplay a great degree “of ftm 
grandeur and magnificence in their houfes, {pac 
domefticks, and way of living. "Their palaces niho 
at and near- Mofcow “re ftapendous piles of | ae 
buildings ; and I am informed that their man- | w 
Bons, at a diftance from Mofcow and Peterf. af i 
Lig ake dre upon a ftill grander feale; where 1 
they fefide as indepéident princes, like Ithe | sm 
feudal barons in ‘early times; have their fe- toy 
parate courts of juftice, and govern their nag 
vaffals with an almoft unlimited {way. | TOY 
I did not expect to have found in this nor- of 


thern 
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thern climate a kind of Vauxhall, which our 
curiofity Jed us to vifit... It is fituated at the 
furtheft extremity of the fuburbs in a fequef- 
tered fpot, which has more the. appearance of 
the country than of a town. We entered by 
a coyered way, fimilar to that at our. Vaux- 
hall, into the gardens, which were fplendidly 
illuminated. There. was an elegant, rotunda 
for the company to walk in, either in cold 
or rainy weather, and feveral apartments for 
tea or fupper. ‘The entrance money was four 
fhillings. The proprietor is an Englifhman, 
whofe name is Mattocks. The .encourage- 
ment he met with from the natives on) this 
occafion. had enabled him to engage in con- 
ftructing, at a very confiderable expence, a 
f{pacious theatre of ‘brick; and, as:an indem- 
nification, he had obtained from the emprefs 
an exclufive patent for all plays, and public 
mafquerades, during ten years from the time 
of its completion. 

The fneft view .of Mofcow is from an 
eminence about four or jfive miles from. the 
town, of. which I;have forgotten the Ruffian 
name, -but its fignification in Englifh is Spar- 
row-hill: upon this eminence were the ruins 
of a large palace built by Alexey Michaele- 

Cc4 vitch. 


vitet Upon ou 


lioffki, the villa of ie | 


Ce Dolgor uc! 

E 2 ae 
ftands upon the brow of the fame hil 
Mofkva, which is here broader than in- its 


ufual courfe, runs at its foot in-a femicircle ; 


the vaft city of Mofcow lies open before 
fe is a large wooden building, to 
which we afcended by three terrafles. “The 


prefent poffeffor of this villa is prince Dol- 
gorucki Crimfki, who diftinguifhed himfelf 
by his eas victories over tho ‘Turks in the 
Crimea, and 1 by the coi penin- 
fala. ‘The models of fei M igp zm hi 


fes which 
he befieged and took, are placed in-the gar- 
dens ; I particularly remarked thofe of Yeni- 
kale, Kerfch, and Precop. 

In pafüng through the apartments, the 
various reverífes of fortune which have befallen 
the family of Dolgorucki, occurred forcibly 
to my recolle&ion ; efpecially when I furveyed 
the portrait of the princefs Catharine Dolgo- 
rucki, whofe adventures, fo pathetically de- 
feribed by Mrs. Vigor *, afford one of the 
moft aerie ftories in the annals of hiftory. 
That unfortunate princefs, after having been 


* Sce Letters from Ruffia, by a Lady. 
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torn from the perfon fhe loved, was be- 


| 

trothed againft her inclination to the emperor il | 
I On his deceafe fhe became 2. mo- | 

mentary fovereign; but was almoft as in- i 
| ftantly hurried from the palace to a dungeon, | 
| where fhe languifhed during the whole reign M 

of the emprefs Anne. Being at length re- 

leafed upon the acceflion of Elizabeth, fhe i 


Bruce, and died without leaving 


any iffue. 
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Number of churches in Molcoy.— Deer 
of tbe mof) antient.—1 her outward fhructure 
— Interior. divifions. —Worfbip of ee 
gmages.— Deferipton of an enormous bell-— 
Principal buildings in the Krermlin.—Antient 


palace.—CGonvent of Tichudof.—Nunnery of 


Viefnovitfkoi.— Cathedral of St. Michael. 
— Tombs and charaéters of the Tzars.— 
Genealogical tables of the Jovereigns of Mot- 
cow of the boufe of Ruric.—Of different 
Jamiltes.—Of the line of Romanof. 


‘HE places of divine worfhip at Mofcow 
are exceedingly numerous; including 

[9] 5 
they amount to above a thoufand: 


there are 484 public churches, of which 199 
are of Sa: and the others of wood; the 


are commonly ftuccoed or white- 
b. the latter painted of a red colour. 
The moft antient churches of Mofcow are 


cenerally fquare buildings, w jth a cupola and 
2 four 


^ 
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four fmallidomes *, fome whereof are of cop- 
per or iroh gilt ; others of áron- tinned, either 
plain or painted green. Thefe cupolas and 
sare for the moft part ornamented with 
d with thin chains or wires: 
bach crofs has two tranf{verfe bars +;.. the 
upper horizontal, the lower inclining ; which, 
according to the fuppofition of many Ruflians, 
is füppofed to have been the form of the real 
croís, and that our Saviour was mailed to it 
with his arms m an horizontal pofition, and 
one of the legs higher than the other. I fre- 
ed a crefcent under the lower 
h no one. could 


dome 
crofies entwine 


quently obíerv 
bar, the meaning of whic 
explain dA 


The 


* The church of the Holy Trinity, fometimes called 
the Church of Jerufalem, which ftands in the Khitaigorod, 
clofe to the gate leading into the Kremlin, has a kind of 
high fteeple and-nine or'ten: domes: it was built in theweign 
of Ivan Vaffilievitch II. An engraving of that, as well 
as.of fome of the more antient churches, may be feen in 
Olearius:and Le Brun’s Travels. 

4+ I am here defcribing the moft antient churches; the 
modern -crofles over thofe of St. Peterfburgh are moftly 
fingle. 

+ Dr. King accounts for the crefcent in the following 
ingenious manner. « Some churches -have a crefcent 
& under the crofs for when the Tartars, to whom Muf- 


$$ covy was fubjeóted two hundred years, converted any 
& of 
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The infide of ‘the church ismoftly com- 
pofed of three parts; that. called by. the 
Greeks mpoveeos, by the Ruffians Trapeza ; the 
body ; andthe fanctuary or fhrine. 

Inthe body of the church there are fre- 
quently four {quare pillars, very thick and 
heavy, forthe purpofe'of fupporting the cu- 
pola : thefe pillars, as well as the. walls and 
cielings, are painted with innumerable repre- 
fentations of our Saviour, «the Virgin Mary, 
and of different faints: Many of the figutes 
we enormoully large, and are executed in the 
rudeft manner;: fome are: daubed upon. the 
bare walls ; others upon large: maffive plates 
of filver or brafs, or enclofed in frames of 
thofe metals. The head of each figure is in- 
variably decked with a glory; which is a 
mafly femicircle, greatly refembling an horfe- 
fhoe, of brafs, filver, or gold, and fometimes 


¢ 


compofed almoft entirely of pearls and pre- 


« of the churches into mofques for the ufe of their own 
* religion, they fixed the crefcent, the badge of Mahome- 
« tanii 


« filovitch had delivered his country froni the Tartar yoke, 


m, upon them :'and when the grand-duke Tyan Ba- 


« and reftored thofe edifices to the Chriftian worfhip, he 
« left the erefcent remaining, and planted a crofs upon it 
« as a mark of its vi&tory over its enemy.” Rites and 


Ceremonies of the Greek Church, p. 23. 


cious 


on 


cousi 


church 
(hrine 
is ufu 
ating 


the fe 
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$ fout 
« chu 
€ fere 
“ the 


€ qnd 


on th 
fer t| 


cious’ ftones. | Some 
are adorned with 
the: walls, and tudded with jewels ; fome are 
painted upon a 
gilded in all. parts but their face. and hands. 
Towards the: extremity of the body of the 
church is a flight of fteps leading to the 
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of. the favourite | faints 


filken drapery faftened to 


gold ground, and others are 


fhrine ; and between thefe fteps and the fhrine 
is ufually a platform, upon which the ‘offici- 
ating minifter ftands and performs part of 


the fervice. 
Fhe fhrine or fanctuary is divided from the 


body of the church by the Inconoftas, . or 
fkreen, generally the part the moft richly 


ornamented; and on which. the moft holy 


pictures are painted or hung *. In its cen- 


tre are the folding, called the holy, royal, or 
beautiful. doors, which lead to the íhrine, 
within which is the holy table, as Dr. King 


* « On the north fide of the royal doors the picture of 
« the Virgin is always placed, and that of Jefus on the 
« fouth; next to which is that of the faint to whom the 
« church is dedicated ; the fituation of the reft is indif- 
c ferent. Candles or lamps are ufually fufpended before 
« the images of Jefus and the Virgin, and feveral others, 
« and fometimes kept perpetually burning.” Dr. King 
on the Greek church, p. 29; to which book I would re- 
the reader who defires further information on the 


£ 
rer e 


fubj ect, 
well 
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| well defcribes it, “ with four fmall columns 9 
* to füpport a canopy over it: from, which o 

« à periferion, or dove, is {ufpended, as a w 

* fymbol of the Holy Ghoft ; upon the holy du 

* table the crofs is always laid, and the then 

* Gofpel, and the pyxis, or box, in which grou 

* a part of the confecrated elements is pre- | [ of 

** ferved, for vifiting the fick or other pur: ficc 

a pofes *.”’ I 

Il It is contrary to the tenets of the Greck the 
| eligion to admit a carved image within the bel 
churches, in conformity to the prohibition in | cot 

Scripture, ** Thou fhalt not make to thyfelf | cou 

^ a graven image," &c. By not confider- peal 

ing, however, the prohibition as extending | of | 

| to reprefentations by painting, the Greek ca- | tac 
nonifts, while they have followed the letter, ik 

have departed from the fpirit of the com- the 

mandment, which pofitively forbids us to cla 

worfhip the likenefs of any thing under | bell 

whatever form, or in whatever manner it may toy 

be delineated: for if we transfer our adoration fiat 

from the Creator, to any obje& of his crea- has 

tion; it is of little confequence whether we reli 

bow down to the productions of the painter, | the 

or to thofe of the feul ptor. | the 

eft 

Wi || * Dr. King on the Greek church, p, 26, of 
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Over the door of each church is thé por- 
trait of the faint to whom it is dedicated ; 
which the common people pay their homage 
as they pafs, by taking off their hats, croffing 
themfelves, and dccafionally touching . the 
ground w ith their heads, a ceremony which 
I often faw therm repeat nine or ten times in 
fücceffion. 

Before P clofe the general defcription of 
the Ruffian churches, T muft not forget their 
bells, which form, I may almoft fay, no in- 
confiderable part of divine wotfhip in this 
country; as the length or fhortnefs of their 
peals afcertains the greater or leffer fancüty 
of the day. They are hung in belfreys de- 
tached from the eheh: they do not fwing 
like our bells, but are fixed immoveably to 
the beams, are rung by a rope tied to the 
clapper, and pulled fdewWays. Some of thefe 
bells are of a ftupendous fize: one in the 
tower of St. Ivan's church weighs 3551 Ruf- 
fian poods, or 127,936 Englifh pounds. It 
has always been efteemed a meritorious act of 
religion to prefent a church with bells; and 

the piety of the donor has been meafured by 
their magnitude. According .to this mode of 
eftimation, Boris Godunof, who gave a bell 
of 288,000 pounds to the cathedral of 
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cow, was the moft pious fovereign of Ruffia, 
until he was furpafled by the emprefs Anne; 
at. whofe expence a bell was caft. weighing 
432,000 pounds, and which exceeds in big- 
nefs every bel in the known world. Its 


WM fize is fo enormous, that I could fcarcely have 
given credit to the account of its magnitude 


if I had not examined it myfelf, and afcertain- 
ed its dimenfions with great exactnefs. Its 


height is nineteen feet, its circumference at 
il the bottom twenty-one yards eleven inches, 

its greateft thicknefs twenty-three: inches *. 

The beam to which this vaft machine was | 

faftened being accidentally burnt; the. bell 

fell down, and a fragment was broken off 
towards.the bottom, which left an aperture 
large enough to admit two perfons a-breaft 
without ftooping. 

Our inn being clofe to the walls of Krem- 
lin, I had frequent opportunities of examining 
| its principal buildings. 

MANI TEL The palace, inhabited by the antient tzars, 
EAT ftands at the extremity of the Kremlin. Part 
1 


o HARE of this palace is old, and continues in the 
a fame {tate in which it was. built under Ivan "e 
Canil 
| ll * Mr. Hanway, in his Travels, has given an accurate 
UA defcription and engraving of this bell. 


Vaffilievitch 


Ex. Ww 675Uc 6 ^W. AOT 
1 


Vafiilievitch I. The We o ha: 


ceffively added at different inte 


any plan, and in vi wious ftyles of 


zile of 


avhich has ponn a motley p 
emarka ble for nothing but the incor 
rer 


al ftructure The top is 


fet E numerous Vids E 
: E 1 (ras de 
globes ; and a large * the front is | 


decorated with t 


which. compofe the > Ruffian empire. The 
apartments are in i 


xcepting one 


in which the antient 


jience to foreign embatai 


been frat 


before the rhperial 


^ Doa A The ^ 1e 19 
Peteríburgh. The room 1s la 
g 


of tone, which fupports the cieling 


This palace, in which the £7À 


1 ML es i am TAL mg Dn ane 
held their courts in all the ff 
| 
k c TI of the audience-chamber was | 
«c y a great pillar in the middle." j| 


and fuppc 
Carlifle’s Embafly, p.149. In the featt which 
Michaelovitch gave to the Earl.of Carlifle, this 


een with a wot ul variety of gold and filver f 
M 


yeffels, p. 29 | 


T qu a 


Vor, I. D 
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WW Eaftern pomp *, was once efteemed by the 
Wl natives an edifice of unparalleled magnificence : 
it 1s, fince the late improvements in architec- 

ture, 


| * The author of Lord Carlifle’s Embafly defcribes, in 
| the following hyperbolical expreffions, the Afiatic mag- 

nificence of the court of Alexey Michaelovitch, at the firft 
| audience of the embaffadors. “ And here (in the audience 
| « chamber) it was we were like thofe who coming fud- 
| * denly out of the dark are dazzled with the brightnefs 
TIR « of the fun: the fplendour of their jewels feeming to 
j ui * contend for priority, with that of the day; fo that we 
« were loft as it were in this confufion of glory. The 
« tzar, like a fparkling fun, (to fpeak in the Ruffian dia- 
« Jest) darted forth moft fumptuous rays, being moft mag- 
TM UI | * nificently placed upon his throne, with his fceptre in his 


TA | « hand, and having his crown on his head. His throne 
vilt, wrought curioufly on the top 


in EET | ** was of maflive fil 
€ with feveral works and pyramids; and being feven or 


OEIL IA «€ eight fteps higher than the floor, it rendered the perfon 


Wl EET « of the prince tranfcendently majeftic: The fceptre glit- 


x 


APERUIT « tered all over with jewels, his veft was fet with the like 
TA & from top to the bottom down the opening before, and 


LP “ his collar was anfwerable to the fame. By his fide he 
nn WI E e E ; d ; 
Natl * had four of the talleft lords ftanding below his throne; 


AYN aT € each of them with a battle-ax upon his fhoulder, and 
| & with a profound gravity cafting their eyes now and 
I i & then upon the tzar, as inviting us to an admiration of 
! & his grandeur. Their . habits were no lefs remarkable 

| 5 
APERTUM & than their countenances, being all four of them, from 
WS « the top of their head to the fole of their foot, clothed 

WI | « in white vefts of ermine, and having chains of gold. 
S « But that which was farther admirable was the glorious 
& equipage 


Cp 


ture, 
of th 
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ture, far furpafied by the ordinary manfions 
of the nobility; and by no means calculated 
even for the temporary refidence of the fos 
vereign. In this palace Peter the Great came 
into the world, in the year 1672; an event 
here mentioned, ‘not. only becadfe it is re» 
markable in the annals of this country, but 
becaufe the Ruffians themfelves were, . till 
very lately, ignorant of the place in which 
their favourite hero was born. That honour 
was ufualy afcribed to Columna, which, 
on that fuppofition, has been profanely ftyled 
the Bethlehem of Ruffia; but the judicious 
Muller has unqueftionably proved, that the 
Imperial palace of Mofcow was the place of 
Peter's nativity *. I was greatly difappoint- 
ed that we could not view that part of the 
palace called the treafury. The keeper be- 
* equipage of the Boyars prefent at this audience, who 
« were as fo many beams of-the fan elevated in his tri- 
« umphant car, and feemed to have no luftre but to do 
** homage withal to their great monarch. They were 
« about two hundred, clothed all with vefts of cloth of 
« gold, cloth of filver, or velvet fet with jewels, all placed 
* in order upon benches covered, with. tapeftry," &c. 
p. 147. to 149. The reader will find many defcriptions 
of the tzar’s magnificence and court, 

founts of the different embaffies in Hackluyt’s Collection 


in the feveral ac- 


of Voyages. 
yag 
* See Journ. St. Pet 


Dda ing 
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loor was fealed up, . and 
could not be opened, until a fucceffor was 
appointed. Befide the crown, jewels, and 
royal robes, ufed at the coronation of the 
fovereign, this repofitory, as we were in- 
formed, contains feveral curiofities, which 


relate to and illuftrate the hitter ry of this 
country. 

There are two convents in the Kremlin: 
one is a nunnery, and the other a monaftery 
for men, called Tichv 


merit any particular defcription ; I entered it 


idof. The latter does not 
merely becaufe it 1s well known in the Ruffian 
hiftory as the place wherein the tzar Vaffili 


Shuifki was confined, A. D. r610, after his 


depofition, and from 
i x ; : 
order to be carried into Poland : where he only 


p ss 
exchanged one prifon for another ftill more 


difmal; and where he fell a vi&im to his 
own difappointment and chagrin, as well as 


We are 


the fate of an 


to the ill-treatment of the Poles. 
naturally led to compaflionate 


T— Demetrius 
actor, almo 
calamities. 


s Z M-.O^S €:0: W; 40:5. 


c 


metrius was an impoftor, Shuifki, when. con- 


if the perfon who affümed the. name of; Dex 


emned. for high- treafon to an igriominious 


ad was indebte d. to hint for his pardon ; ; 
an act of clemericy ili xe :quited By the depo- 


(ition and murder of his benefactor *. 
The nunnery, called Viefnovitikoi, = was: 


founded in 1393 by Eudoxia, wife of the 
it-duke Dmitri Ivanov fitch Donfki.| The 


grea 
abs fs politely accompan ied us over the. con- 
‘vent, and pointed out every object in the leaft 


degree worthy- o of attention. She firft con- 


du&ed.. us to. the principal chapel, which 
contained the tombs of feveral tzarinas and 
princefies of the Impe rial family. The tombs 
are a kind of ftone- cof 
near each other: 


and.ranged in, rows very 
fome were inclofed »with 


with iron balluftrades, but the greateft num- 
ber had. no diftinction of this fort. | Each 
pulchre was covered with a :pall of crimfon 
or black. velvet, ornamented with, an embroi- 


border of gold and filver lace: over thefe, on 


great feftivals, are laid other coverings of gold 


and. filver tiflue, richly ftudded with pearl: 


ns laid. on. the floor, 


dered crofs in the middle, and. edged with a: 
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and precious ftones. The foundrefs of the 
convent is a faint, and is buried under the 
altar. The abbefs very obligingly prefented 
me with a MS, Ruffian account of the prin- 
ceffes, who are interred in the church. Af 
ter we had fully examined thefe repofitories of 
the dead, and furveyed the rich veftments of 
the priefts, and. the figures of various faints 
painted on the walls, the abbe(s invited us 
into her apartments, She led the way, and 
at the top of the ftairs, as we entered the anti- 
chamber, {truck the floor two or three blows 
with her ivory-handled cane; when: a chorus 
of about twenty nuns received us with hymns, 
which they continued finging as long as we 
ftaid: the melody was not unpleafing. In an 
adjoining room tea was ferved to the company, 
and a table was plentifully fpread with pickled 
herrings, flices of falt-fith, cheefe, bread, 
butter, and cakes; champagne and liqueurs 
were prefented by the abbefs herfelf, ^ After 
we had partaken of thefe refrefhments, we 
attended the abbefs through the apartments 
of the nuns; many of whom were employed 
in embroidering facerdotal habits for the arch- 
bifhop of Mofcow: and we then took our 
leave, 


The 
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The nuns wore a long robe of black ftuff, 
black veils, black forehead-cloth, and black 
wrappers under the chin. The abbefs was 
diftinguifhed by a robe of black filk. The 
nuns are totally prohibited from meat, living 
chiefly upon fifh, eggs, and vegetables. In 
other refpects the order is not rigid; and 
they are allowed to pay occafional vifits in 
the town. 

| have already had occafion to mention 
the great number of churches contained in 
this city. The Kremlin is not without its 
fhare; in a fmall compafs I counted eight 
almoft contiguous to each other. Two of 
thefe churches, that of St. Michael, and that 
of the Affumption of the. Virgin Mary, are 
remarkable ; the one for being the place 
where the fovereigns of Ruffia were formerly 
interred ; and the other where they are crowned. 
Thefe edifices are in the fame ftyle of archi- 
te&ure; and were probably conftructed by 
Solarius of Milan, who built the walls of 
the Kremlin. Though the architect was 
obliged to conform his plan to the tafte of 
ecclefiaftical buildings which prevailed at that 
time in Ruffia; yet their exterior form is not 
abfolutely inelegant, although it is an oblong 


Dd {quare, 


| 
li 
ll 
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Ii {quare, and much too high in proportion 
il TIU to the breadth. 


1 
us, depofited in vaults, 


| | or beneath the pavement, but are entombed: 


MI li | the tombs of the R 


3s, moftly of brick, in: the 


and about two feet- in 


: 
TM the athedral, the 
| Wit ; MENS 62 (CM. a og 
Hil Il | Were covered with palls of ted 


EF | of red velvet, and that of 
1 MEM 4 ks i na 
$ ; WHY with gold tiffue *, bordered. with 

| | and ermine: ‘Each «tomb. <hag 


ty a fmall filver plate, 
| me of the 
l sra + of his 
| | 
| 
Í » 
| became. the 
| I 
| d 
| of the- laft 
been Interred, 
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Godunof, 


the convent 


under the 
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name of Demetrius " who was preda in 
a tumult; and Vafli Shuifki, who died: i 
captivity at Narífaw. 

The tomb of Ivan Vaffilievitch I. who 
may juftly be efteemed the founder of the 
greatnefs, claimed my principal at- 
tention.- At his accefüon to the throne in 
1462, Rufa formed a colle&cion of petty 


principalities. engaged in. perpetual wars with 


ps 
n 


each other, fome of them’ nominally fubject 


to the great- 

them; together with that monarch himéfelf, 
tributary to the Tartars+-. Ivan, in the 
courfe of a profperous. reign of above- forty 
years,!'gave.a new afpect to the Ruffian 
affairs: he annexed to lis. dominions the 
duchies of ‘Tver and other neighbouring: prin- 


* See Chap. VH. 
+ The fervitude of the great-duke will beft appear from 
the following circumftances, recorded by Cromer the Polifh 


hiftorian. . * Whenever the Tartar embafladots were fent 
* to Mofcow in order to collect the accuftomed tribute, 
“ the great-duke ufed to meet DOM and offer, as a mark 
* of his refpect, a cup, ‘of mare's milk; and if a drop 
chanced to fall upon the mane of the horfe on which 
« the Tartar emt 
€ it) up. 


afiador was fitting, he would himfelf 


lick 
reached the hall of audience, the 
; letter feated 


« embafladors 1 a carpet 


& of the choic the great-duke with his no- 


l in refpectful filence." Cromer, 


cipalities ; 


duke of Mofcow) and all of 
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we 


ES 


was fill: more glorious and beneficial, he 


cipalities; fubdued. Novogorod; and, what 


refcued this country from the’ Tartar yoke; 
and refufed the payment of the ignominious 
tribute, which for above a century had been 
exacted from his predeceflors, -He had no 
fooner delivered Ruffia from this dependence, 
than his alliance was courted by many Euro- 
pean fovereigns ; and during his reign Mofcow 
faw, for the firft time, embaffadors from the 
emperor of Germany, the pope, the grand- 
fignor, the kings of Poland and Denmark, 
and from the republic of Venice, 

The talents of this able monarch were not 
confined to military atchievements: Ruffia 
was indebted to him for the improvement 
of her commerce, ‘and. for opening a more 
ready communication with the European na- 
tions. Under his aufpices, the knowledge 
of gunpowder and the art of cafting cannon 
‘were firft brought into Ruffia by Ariftotle 
of Bologna *: he employed the fame artift +, 
as well as other foreigners, to recoin the Ruf- 
fan money, which had hitherto been dif- 
figured by Tartar infcriptions; he: engaged, 
at avait expence, Italian artifts to’ enclofe 


* Bachmeifter’s Effai fur la Bib, de Peterf. p, 28. 
+ Poffevinus, 
the 
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the Kremlins of Mofcow and Novogorod 
with walls of brick, and to erect feveral 
churches and other public ftru€tures with 
the fame materials *. For his various civil 
and military fervices he defervedly acquired 
the name of the Great. He is defcribed 
as a perfon of gigantic ftature and ferocious 
afpect. His manners and deportment, ftrong- 
ly infe&ed with the barbarifm of his age and 
country, were fomewhat foftened and polifhed 
by the example of his fecond wife Sophia + ; 
a Grecian princefs of confummate beauty: and 
winning addrefs ; who to all the fofter graces 


of her fex added a vigorous and manly {pirit ; 


* A vaft effort in thofe barbarous times, and which de- 
ferves to be mentioned, becaufe at his acceffion to the throne 
almoft all the buildings of Mofcow were of wood. 

+ Sophia was daughter of Thomas Palzologus, brother 
of Conftantine the laft Grecian emperor, who loft his life 
when Conftantinople was taken by the Turks in 1453. 
Soon after that event Sophia repaired to Rome with her 
father, where they lived under the protection of the pope. 
The latter is faid to have negociated her marriage with the 
great-duke, and even to have beftowed her portion, in 
hopes of procuring, through her influence, great advantages 
to the Roman catholic religion in Ruffia. But thefe hopes 
were fruftrated; for Sophia, immediately upon her mar- 
riage, in 1482, embraced the Greek religion. She en- 
couraged her hufband in fhaking off the Tartar yoke; 
and probably affifted him in procuring the ableft architects 
from Italy. See Herberftein, in Rer. Mof. Comm., p. 7. 
alfo Pau. Jovii De Leg. Mof,—bid. p. 129. 
and 
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and who, while-fhe infufed into her hufband 
re? f L Le E . 1° 
a, tafte for the arts of peace, animated him 
to thofe glorious enterprizes which tended to 
the aggrandizement of his country. 
Ivan the Great died in 1505, in the 67th 
c 3 - EUM ; 
year of his age: on each, fide of his remains 
are depofited thofe of his father. Vafli Vaf- 
filievitch, furnamed The Blind * ; and of. his 
fon, Vaffili Ivanovitch, who fucceeded him: in 
the throne, and expired in 1533. 
In a fmall chapel adjoining, to thefe tombs, 
is the .fepulchre of Ivan. Vafflievitch II. + 


fon and fucceffor of Vaffili Ivanovitch. This 


by many. writers. with 
of zyrant, and reprefented as the 


ious monfter that ever difgraced’ hu- 


lineating, -however, his 


fometimes. eui 


Xo ora. 
ral. cha: guilty 
o v 


c 
ix 


of exaggeration ; 


and 


lation of the Blind, becaufe his 


bad been put out by order of his uncle, who, having 


ed 


practifed this cruel expedient in 


order 


ry him from re-afcendine the throne. He 


; reinftated in the fovereignty by 


iis dominions, if he met any 
1, he would order his head to 


truck off, or do 


Others 


E. %, 
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P 
Crd 


and f 
lities which he certainly. pofleffed. Thouch 


m. totally to’ forget many great qua- 


4° 


we íhould not give implicit credit to many 
r 


elated of his favage- 


o 


idle reports which are 
nefs and inhumanity ; yet it vould be equally 
as abfurd, and contrary. to hiftorical evidence, 
to deny or attempt to apologife for. many 
cruelties * a&ually committed by this: mo- 
narch, who, no more than Peter the Great, 
teckoned clemency among the number of his 


virtues. 


1 


s fo 
be let loofe upon a crowd of people affembled in the ftreets 


Others as abfurdly relate, that he-would order 
y , 


of Mofcow, and diverted himfelf with the cries and agonies 
of the perfons devoured by thofe ferocious animals. 

Oleadius informs us, that Ivan wantonly commanded the 
eyes of the architect, who built the church of the Holy 
Trinity at Mofcow, to be put out, that he might never 
conftruét any building of fuperior beauty. 

‘Thefe incredible tales confute themfelves ; but the fol- 
lowing charge we are able to contradict from our own 
hiftory. Ivan is faid to have ordered. the hat of the 


Englifh embaflador, Sir Jerome Bowes, to be nailed to his 


head, becaufe he refufed to take it off in the tzar's pre- 


fence. 


This report was occafioned 


rítandine between the tzar 


mifun 


Bowes, v related in the emba 
} tion of Voyages, v. I 


Rast 
GOOK 
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But while we regard the ferocity and im- 
placability of his temper with abhorrence ; 
we cannot refufe the tribute of admiration 
to his political character. He raifed the 
fuperítrü&ure of the Ruffian: grandeur, of 
which his grandfather had laid the foun- 
dation. Inftead of a defultory militia, col. 
le&ed in hafte, and always impatient to 
difband, he infütuted a ftanding army; he 
abolifhed the ufe of the bow, hitherto the 
principal weapon among the Ruffians; he 
trained them to fire-arms, and accuftomed 
them to a more regular difcipline. By 
means of this formidable body, he extended 
his dominions on all fides; conquered the 
kingdoms of Cafan and Aftracan; and ren- 
dered the Ruffian name refpe&able to the 


diftant powers of Europe. He gave to his 
fubjects the firft code of written laws; he 
invited foreign artifts * to Mofcow; he in- 
troduced printing into Ruffia; he promoted 


1 


commerce, and regulated the duties of export 


* Above three liundred artifts of all profeffions, namely; 
painters, fculptors, architects, watch-makers, cafters of 
bells, miners, armourers, ftationers, mafons, &c. have al- 
ready arrived at Lubec in their way to Mofcow, but were 
prevented from proceeding by the intrigues of the inhabi- 
tants of Lubec, and the natives of Livonia. See Bach= 
meifter’s Effai fur la Bib. &c. p. 32. 
and 
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and import; he permitted Engli(h merchants 
to eftablifh factories within his dominions; 
and, with, a liberality not always  practifed 
by. more enlightened fovereigns, granted to 
them the free exercife of their religion; he 
had even formed the defign, which death 
alone prevented, of inftituting various femi- 
naries for the cultivation. of the Latin and 
German languages. In a word, he may 
fairly be efteemed one of thofe fovereigns, 
who have greatly contributed to improve and 
civilife their fubjects. 

Ivan Vaflilievitch II. died in 1584, in an 
agony of grief at the death of his eldeft fon 
Ivan, whofe remains are placed contiguous 
to thofe of his father.. Hiftorians have re- 
corded, that this prince received his death, 
from the perfon to whom he was indebted 
for his life, by an unfortunate blow upon his 
temple. The enemies of the tzar have not 
faled to impute this melancholy cataftrophe 
to defign; while his apologifts have no lefs 
ftrenuoufly laboured to reprefent it as merely 
accidental; Upon weighing thefe difcordant 
accounts with impartiality; it appears, that 
the blow was either cafual, or, if defigned to 
chaftife, certainly not intended to be fatal. 

Feodor, the fecond fon and fucceffor of 
Ivan Vafülievitch II. is interred in the fame 

yi chapel; 
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l| chapel ; a prince of fuch weak intelle&s and 
notorious incapacity, as tó be a mere phantom 
of fovereignty, and entirely under the direction 
of his brother-in-law Boris Godunof. Feodor 
[| afcended the throne in 1584, and expired in 


1598: in him ended the male line of the fo~ tive. 
vereigns of the houfe of Ruric*, a family Th 
who had reigned over Ruflia fef a period of | are in 
| more than feven centuries. | tomb 
|| Among the tombs in this church, the moft | mafly 
| temarkable is that which contains the body | Th 
of a child, fuppofed by the Ruffians to have Feodo 
been the third fon of Ivan Vaffilievitch II. | finali 
MIEL RU who is faid to have been affaffinated at Velitz, | | andre 

M aAa in the ninth year of his age, by order of Boris aA 
| | AM | Godunof. This tomb; which is more diftin- and [ 
TURA guifhed than thofe of the Ruffian fovereigns, | un 
MEL ' d$ of braf and highly ornamented. The | his f 
! child is claffed among the faint$ of the Ruf- | nobles 
M TT fian calendar; and, according to the legends | — prince 
TU | ef the church, his body is faid to have per- | affumt 
Wa | formed miracles, and is believed by the cré- | gamil 

| AA dulous to remain uncorrupted. The top of fi 


HP the fepulchre is frequently uncovéred, and, 


QUU during divine fervice on the feftival of St 


M Alexander Nevíki, I obferved'feveral Rt 


1 
throne 


TATE | | teen i 
DE * Unlefs Demetri 


Ii 1 | lievitch II. out h 


Vo. 


the real fon of Ivan Vafli- 


Vas td 
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kiffing the infide with great marks of devo- 
tioni The hittory of the aflaffnation at 

Vglitz, and. the adventures of the real or 
prete ended Demetrius, who filed the throne 
for a fhort time, require a feparate narra- 
tive. 

The fovereigns of the houfe of Romanof 
are interred in. the body of the um their 
tombs are placed on each fide between the 
mally pillars, which fupport the roof. 

The firk of this illuftrious line is Michael 
Feodorovitch ; whofe election in 1613 put a 
final period to a long fcene of civil bloodied; 
and ref sftored tr anqu vm to his diftraéted coun- 
try. He owed his elevation to his high rank 
and princely defcent; but more particularly 
to the virtues, abilities, and popularity of 
his father Philaretes.. A body of Ruffian 
nobles having tendered the crown to Ladiflaus 
prince of Poland; that prince had actually 
affumed the title of tzar, and eftablifhed a 
garrifon at Mofcow :. foon afterwards a power- 
ful party, averíe to the government of a 
foreigner, expelled the Poles from the capital; 
and unanimouíly advanced Michael to the 
throne, though at that time ícarcely feven- 
teen. years of age. It is fingular, that he 
was raifed to this high ftation, not only with- 
out his knowledge, but even in repugnance 
Vor I. Eve to 
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to his own inclination. When the depu- 
ties from Mofcow arrived at Coftroma, where 


he at that time refided with his mother, and 


acquainted him with his ele&ion; Michael, 
pop "a dreadful | cataftrophes which 
had befallen all the tzars fince the demife of 


Feoder Ivanovitch, and reflecting on the e.pre- 
fent diftracted ftate of Ruffia, acit into tears 

and declined a crown, which feemed: to entail 
deftru&ion upon thofe who had.ventured to 
wear it*. Overcome, however, by the im- 
portunities of the deputies, and partly dazzled 
with the fplendour of royalty, Michael at 
length yielded to the withes of his country s 
and repairing without delay to Mofcow, was 
crowned with the ufual folemnities. Though 
he afcended the throne with reluctance, he 


filled it with dignity : and found a protection 


from thofe difafters which overwhelmed his 
* 1 


immediate predeceflors, in his own difcretion, 
in the wife counfels of his father, and in the 


ection. of his fubjects. Michael died in 


164 


c, after a Sene s reign of 23 years. 


à aclovit ch his fon, whofe athes 
his remains, is chiefly known 


3 as qa father of Peter the Great ; 


1 
o LIBEL 


r attention for his 


* See Bufchi: 
. M, IL} 


Account of the Ele&ion of Michael 


own 
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own public virtues, and .for a variety of falu- 
tary inftitutions. He revifed, amended, and 
new-modelled the code of laws compiled by 
Ivan Vaffilievitch II.; he introduced. a more 
regular difcipline into the army; and in- 
vited * foreign officers into his fervice; he 
om Amfterdam feveral ener 
om he employed in conftructing veffels f 


of the Cafpian Sea: in a Sad 


the great outlines of many of thofe 
which were afterwards improved 
eu of his fon 

eafed in uie 
iini miss he 49th of 


Alexéy “are 
and Ivan: Feodor, 
in the throne has 
and others as a 


gorous mind in a 
adminiftration was 


ufeful and- glorious re~ 


oC 
g 
is, that incapacity, no 
difqualified him from 


i ANS sy ey Ty 
or government > that 
o 


the foreign officers in the 


haelovitch, were two generals, two 
thar hundred col els, mz 
than. an hundred coionels, majors, 
and enfigns in proportion, 


Ee 2 he 
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refigned himfelf to the dire&ion 
of his fifter Sophia; and that all the bene- 


he actually r 


ficial acts of his adminiftration muft be 
afcribed to her influence, and to the abilities 
of his. prime minifter the great Galitzin. 
Feodor, after a fhort reign of fix years, funk 
in r682 under the diforders which had long 
preyed upon his frame. 

Ivan, fecond brother of Feodor, and right- 
ful heir of the throne, v 
epileptic fits, both in» body and mind *, that 


as {o debilitated by 


he was at firt excluded from the fucceffion 


as incapable the functions of 


or 


cove! nt; b it beino afterwards recooni d 
overnment; but being afterwards recognize 
as joint-fovereign with his half-brother. Peter 
the Great, he’ was 


multitude, 


puppet, -held up 


and to-fecure to his adherents a íhare- in 


* Schleiffing, who was at Mofcc luring the admi- 


nitration of Sophia, thus defcribes the perfon of Ivan. 


« Tyan Alexey, the eldeft tzar, is ill-formed by nature, 


€ 1n — that he can neither righ'ly fee, read, or fpeak 
$6 He: aly 


“ order to prevent the upper 


'$ a piece of g lk before his eyes, in 


wt of his face from being 
« feen on account of its deformity. But he is very pious 


* and devout; and as, on ac 


count of his weak conftitu- 


“ tion, he cannot hunt, or take any violent exercife, he is 
* the more conftant in his attendance at church, and never 
* miffes a proceffion. He is do t in his perfon, very thin, 
ur 


«and is now 30 years of age 
7 the 
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the adminiftration of affairs. He was al- 
lowed to continue this ftate-pageant during 
the remainder of his life;. and his death, 
which happened: in 1698, was {carcely per- 
ceived by his fubjects, and not known to the 
reft of Europe, except by the omiffion of 
his name in the public acts. 

The fovereigns fubfequent to Ivan are in- 
terred at Peterfburg, excepting Peter II. 
whofe afhes repofe in this cathedral. This 
monarch, the fon of the unfortunate 'Tzaro- 
vitch Alexéy, was born in 1715, fucceeded 
in 1727 Catharine I. and died in 1730 of 
the fmall-pox in this city, on the very day 
which had been appointed for his marriage 
with the princefs Dolgorucki. His death 
was occafioned by the ignorance of the phyfi- 
cians, who treated his diforder as a malig- 
nant fever. Peter II. acquired great popu- 
larity by fixing, during the latter part of. his 
fhort reign, his imperial refidence at Mofcow. 
He was regretted as the grandíon of Peter the 
Great, and as the perfon in whom:the male 
line of the houfe of Romanof became ex- 
tinct. 


IvAn, died before his father. 11. FeovoR, 15573 died 1598. 


12. Boris Gopunor, elect 
His fon Feodor, procla 
father’s party, and put to deat 
fcarcely be claffed among the Ruffian fovereigns. afjaflinated May, 1606. 


To face Page 422, Vol. 1. 
SovEREIGNS of Moscow of the Houle of RurRic. 


1 DANIEL fon of Alexander Nevfki, firit 
duke of Mofcow, died about 1303. 


V 


— 


2. Ivan, fourth fon of Daniel, died about 1340+ 


a S 


xus x 
S$1Mzox IvANoVITCH, died about 1353. 4» IVAN IvANOVITCH, died 1359+ 
MCN S - 
, t 


g, Dmitri III. Ivanovitch Doníki, died 1389. 


OS 


| 


6. VASSILI DMITRIEVITCH, born 15795 died 142 5. 


Ca — 


7. VasstLi VASSILIEVITCH THE BLIND, born 1415; died 1462, 


Cc 


$. Ivan VassILixviITCH l born 14383 died 1505. 


—————Á— M— MA ——————— ——— a o!!mm——M—— e —— | 


= | 
oes before his father. 9: Eon Ivanovitcu, born 1458 j died 1533. 
— — À— 
E | m -= 


10. Ivan Vasstrigvitcd lI. b. 15305 de 15840 


Dmitri, or DEMETRIUS, fuppofed 
by the Ruflians to have been aflafii- 
nated at Uglitz in 1591 5 by others 
to have reigned under the name of 
Demetrius. 


Tzars of different Families. 


14. Vasstr1 IvANOVITCH Snuisx1, elected Tzar 
upon the affaffination of Demetrius in 1606; de- 
died in captivity at Warfaw, 


i Tzar 15983 died in 1505. | 15. DMITRI, or DEMETRIUS, the Falfe Demetrius of 
Ruffians; by others called the fon of Ivan 
lievitch II. afcended the throne in June, 1605; pofed in 16105 


Tzar in April by his the 
in June, can V: 


VoL. I. SOVEREIGNS 


SOVEREIGNS of Russia of the Houfe of RoMANOF. 


I. MICHAEL FEODOROVITCH, 


| 


— MÀ 
p= 


elected Tzar 1615; died 1645: 


Tl. Arrzxrv MicnazLovITCRH, died 1676 5 married, 1. Maria Ilifhna Miloflaffky; 2. Natalia Kirilofna Narifkin. 


eS aN, 


————-T 


III. Fropor ArrxirviTCH, born 
1651; died 1682. 
Soltikof. 


| 


— —— M MÀ üt ea 
pe ———-—4 


Car z PAW : lied 1744. 
ATBARINE IvANOFNA; died 1755; VII, Anye Ivanorna, born 16945 


married Charles Leopold duke of 


Mecklenburgh. 


Anne, Regent of Ruffia, 17405 
died in prifon at Kolmogori 
1746 ; married Anthony Ulric 

brother to the duke of Brunf- 
i Anthony died 1782. 


WICK. 


CÓ 


VIII. Iyan, born and Em, 
peror 17403; depofed 
1741; put to death at 
Schlutielburgh 1764. 


IV. Ivan ALEXIEVITCH, born 1666 ; 
died 16955 married Profkovia 


Emprefs 1730; died 1749; 
married Frederick William 
| duke of Courland. 


Soputa, died 1704. 
Alexéy had many 
other daughters, 
who all died un- 


(—— 
IV. Peter tHe Great, by Natalia, born 

16725 died 1725: married, 1. Eudokia 
Lapukin; 


2. V, CATHARINE, who was born about 1629; 


married. Emprefs 1725; died 1727. 
—— —— 
f A 
j ` 
ALEXEY PETROVITCH, ANNE PETROFNA, by IX, : 


by Eudokia, born 1691; 
died 1718; married 
Charlotte princeís of 
Brunfwick. 

| 


——_, 


VI, Perer Il, Arexrevircn, 
born 17155 Emperor 1727 5 
died 1750. 


Catharine, born 1707 ; 
died 17405; married 
CharlesFrederick duke 
of Holítein Gottorp. 


————— 


X. Peter III. born 1728 ; Emperor 17615 
depofed and died 1762; married 

XI. CATHARINE II. princeís of Anhalt- 
Zerbzt, the prefent Emprefs, born 
1729. 


Qn 


| 

PauL Petrovitcn, born. 1754 ; married 
1. Natalia princefs of Heffe-Darm- 
ftadt; 2. Maria princefs of Wurten- 
burgh Stugard, 


ALEXANDER, born 1777 


CONSTANTINE, born 1779, 
and feveral other children. 


CH A.P. 


APPENDIX: 


| Ne I. | 


| The A& for the Eftablifhment of the Pèr- 
manent Council, by the Diet of 1775, 
is thus worded, 


INCE the former exiftence of the council ad latus 

| noftrum in the republic is proved from the antient 

conftitutions which mention it, and nominally from the 

| fixth article in the confirmation of king Stephen, as well 

| as from the conftitutions * of 1576, 1590, 1607, 1641, 

| | 1669, 1677, and of 1678: We therefore eftablifh a na- 

| tional council, ad latus noftrum, compofed of the three or- 

| | ders, namely, of us the king, the fenate, and of the equef= 
| | trian order, to act in the manner prefcribed as follows, 


| A mCPOGOCOEGR. T. 
| ARRANGEMENT of the PERMANENT CoUNCIL, 


I, This council fhall bear the title of Supreme Perma- 
nent Council, It fhall be compofed of the three eftates 
of the republic, namely, of the king, the fenate, and the 
| equeftrian order, which fhall be for ever infeparable, ex- 
| | cepting during an interregnum, or in the king’s abfence, 
| for which a provifion is hereafter made, 


| 

| * ‘The laws of Poland are called conftitutions, and are denominated 
| conftitutions of 7576; 1590, &c. as pafied in the diets which affembled | 
in thofe years, | 


Ee4 The | 
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The firft eftate, the king, as chief of the nation, is never 
changed; but the other two eftates {hall be elected, every 


two years, at the ordinary diet, by the majority of fecret 
votes, in the foll owing manner. 


I. All fenators and minifters are candidates of courfe, 
but the members of the equeftrian order fhall addrefs them- 
felves to the marfhal of the laft diet’; and, in cafe of his 
death or abfence, to the firt nuntio of the province from 
which the marfhal was taken, three days before the diet, 
either in perfon, or by memorials figned by themfelv 


fealed with their own coats ot arms. 


8, dud 


2. The marfhal of the diet being elected, and all the 
ceremonies in the chamber of the nuntios being properly 
performed, after the junction of the two houfes according 
to the conftitution of 1768, the lifts of the candidatés fhall 
be read; that of the fenators and minifters E by one of the 
principal fecretaries ; and that of the ca andidat tes of the 
equeftrian order by the fecretary of the diet, No perfon 
fall b be excluded from being a candidate, who can prove 
that he pofleffes the neceflary conditions and qualifications» 


fuch as are hereafter defcribed. And if any perfon fo qualified 


is omitted, the great fecretaries fhall be anfwerable to the 
fame diet for the omiffion. of fenators and minifters, and the 


maríhal of the diet for that of the members of the equeftrian 


order; and if they are convicted of having defignedly been 
guilty of the omiflion, they fhall be deprived of their 
charges. 

3. A printed lift of the candidates fhall, the fame day 
be given to each member of the dict to be taken into con- 
fideration. 

The enfuing day each member of the diet fhal! fe- 
cretly mark the names of as many perfons in the printed 
lift as. are neceflary to fill the permanent council. This 
ceremony fhall be performed in a corner of the fenate- 


houfe, 


houl 


thei 


1 
and 
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houfe. The fenators invited by the great marfhals, or, in | 
their abfence, by thofe who perform the office of marfhals, | 


the marfhal of the diet, fhall ll 


and the nuntios fummoned by 
M | receive from the fecretaries the printed lift of the candi- 
dtes, ftamped with the arms of the republic, fimilar to | 
z day. With thefe | 
lifts they fhall repair in order, one after the other, to a 
fall table furrounded with curtains, upon which table they | 


that which was diftributed the prece 


fhall fecretly draw a line under the names of the perfons 
whom they favour; and every one fhall put his lift into a | 


vafe ftanding upon a table in the corner of the hall, which 


yafe fhall be previoufly opened in the fenate-hou 
| | maríhal who is firt in rank, in order to fhew th: 
empty. The vafe fhall be provided with three 


| locks, the keys whereof fhall be given, one to his 


reat marfhal, or to him who ftands in his 


| | a fecond to the 
place; and a third to the marfhal of the diet. At the fame | 


| time nine deputies fhall be chofen, three from the fenate by 
| the king, and fix by the marfhal of the diet from the 
equeftrian order. As foon as all the lifts have been deli- 
vered, thefe deputies, being fworn, fhall bring the vafe into 
the middle of the fenate-houfe, and having, in the face of 
the whole affembly, opened it with the thrée keys, fhall 
compare the number of lifts with the members of the diet 
res, and the firt in rank | 


| 
| who are prefent, count the f 

| among the deputies fhall openly proclaim the names of thofe 
| 


who have the jority. i] 
5. Each elector muft underline in the printed lift fo Il 
many, and fuch: perfons as are required; that is, among 
the perfons elected fhall be the third of the members in the 
j late permanent council, to the number of twelve, namely, 
fix from the fenate and miniftry, and as many from the 


se. All | 


the lifts, in which this. rule is not obferved, and in which | 


equeftrian order, equally chofen from each provin 


there are more or lefs perfons nominated than the neceflary Il 
number, 


APPENDIX, 


number, fhall be confidered as null, and be rejected by the 
deputies. 
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es fhall be ad» 
mitted into the council; and it is only in cafe of an equal 


6, Thofe who have the plurality of fuffrag 
number of votes for any candidate or candidates, that the 
king fhall have the cafting voice 


The neceffary qualifications, which entitle a member of 
the equeftrian order to become a candidate for a feat in thé 
council, are to have belonged to any of the four jurifdiGiions 
of the republic (of the ma arfhal, of war, of the alid Torium *, 
and of the treafury), to have been dej eputy in-any tribunal, 
nuntio of the diet, or minifter to a foreign court. Thofe 
who fhall be elected during the diet, before they enter upon 
their office fhall take the following oath. 

“ do fwear, in the name of the Almighty, that I will 
“be faithful to you Staniflaus Auguftus, my gracious 
** mafter, and to thé republic of Poland; that, in the exer- 


* cife of my office as counfellor of the permanent council, 


* I will execute with zeal all which the laws relative to the 
** permanent council ordain; that I will not fuffer myfelf 
[14 


to be furprifed either by prefents or menaces; that in 
* giving my advice I will not be biaffed by any perfon, but 
& will a& in obedience to the laws, and in conformity to 


“ juflice will confult the good of my country ; that if I fee 


* or know any thing which may be either ferviceable or 


& detrimental to my country, I will faithfully acquaint his 


* majefty, my moft gracious mafter, and his permanent 
[14 


council, and will give my fuffrage in the manner I think 
** moft likely to prevent the evil. I will not reveal the fe- 


** crets which may be entrufted to me by his majefty and 
* his council, And fo help me God,” 


a 


* Court of Juftice, having cognizance within à certain diftance of 
the fovereign's place of refidence, See p. 14. note T. 
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"The council fhall be compofed of the following. pet» 
fons : 

i. The king as chief and prefident. 

2. Three bifhops, among whom the primate.of his own 


right fhall prefide during two years, but fhall have no feat 


the two following years. 

| 3. Nine lay-fenators; two of whom may be elected 
| either from the minifters or fenators. 

rom the miniftry of the republic, namely, one 
of thefe eighteen members of the 


4. Four f 
from each department ; 
fenate, fix muft be taken from each of the three * pro- 


vinces. 
5. The marfhal of the equeftrian order, and 
th or abfence, the firt counfellor of the equeftrian 


, in cafe: of 


| | his dea 
order, according to the turn of the provinces. 

6. Eighteen counfellors of the equeftrian order, in- 
| cluding the marfhal. 

7. The fecretary of the permanent council fhall be 
cle&ed from the Referendaries +, and national notaries, 


| &c, 


| OF. THE PENSIONS. 


! The primate, bifhops, and minifters, enjoying very con- 

| fiderable revenues derived from their charges, fhall have no 
penfions. Lay-fenators of the crown, and of Lithuania, 

| fhall annually receive each 14,000 florins T, — £. 388. 185. 
| The marfhal of the equeftrian order, as member of the 
| permanent council, 30,000 florins, = 4.833. 65. 84.3 


* Great Poland, Little Poland, and Lithuania, 
+ ** Referendaries are a kind of matters of Requefts, whofe office 
ve his majefty’s 


| 
| 
| | 3* is to receive petitions made to the king, and to 
| | s anfwer : they have a place in any of the king's courts of juítice."* 


Connor's Poland, v. II. p. 77. 
+ 36 Polih florins = a pound terling, 


| M 
!il TER 
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and, during his refidence at Warfaw, fhall be allowed a 
guard of fifteen men, with an officer, from the army of the 


crown. Each counfellor ‘fhall have 14,000 flori: 
num, = f. 388, 185. 


Íhall receive the fame fum. 


per an- 
The fecretary of the council 


ExPLAXATION of the duties and prerogatives 
of the perfons who compofe the Permanent 
Council. 


His majefty the king our moft eracious matter, as chief 
J J o [2] ) 

of the nation, and the firft eftate, reprefenting the majefty 

of the republic, fhall, according to ufual practice, convoke 
[ ? , g I , 

by circular letters, and at the time pref 

the ordinary diets; he’ muft always confult the permanent 


cribed by the laws, 


council upon the matters to be laid before thofe aflemblies, 
in the fame manner as he before took the advice of the 
fenate, which from henceforth fhall no more be convened, 
Its uet I eat os teet ple Wesson Bal es 

s majeity inall in ike manner iummon the extraordinary 
diets, either of his own accord, or at the inftance of the 
permanent mue. which the king cannot refufe if the ma- 


jority demand All the laws and conftitutions of the 


dict, decrees, privileges, and public ati fhall be iffued in 


as it has been hithe 


the name of the king alle He 


fhall fign all. the difpatches paffed by order of the council, 


not having it in his power to put a negative upon them, if 


they are carried by a ma rity, He hal give public audi» 


bafladors and forei en minif 


ence to emt ters, to envoys or re- 
fidents, fhall treat with thems but cannot conclude without 


ole to the council, and following the 


communicating the wh 


advice of the uM 


The king, on his part, cedes the following royal prero- 


gatives : 
i: 


For 
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x. For the cleGtion of bifhops, palatines, caítellans, and | 
ministers, the council fhall AONANE by ballot three candi- 
one of whom the king {hall appoint to the vacant of- 


2. The power of appointing to all other ecclefiaftical N 
F PI S 


and civil E es fhall continue, without any diminution, 

vefted in the king, excepting the commiffioners of war, of | 
the treafury, thofe in the department of the maríhal, and ia 
the aflefforium regni: all thefe commiffioners were before 
accuftomed to be named by him in the intervals between 


the diets; but his majefty now confents, that from hence- 


| forth the council fhall elect three candidates, to be pre- 
fented in the fame manner as in the laft-mentioned article 
relative to the nomination of the fenators and minifters. 

3. With refpect to military ranks, ‘his majefty fhall ap- 
point the captains in the Polifh companies, and the officers 
| of the four companies, which are upon the Polifh footing 
and bear his name. Excepting thefe, all other military 
promotions fha ull be conferred according to feniority. Ne- 


| verthelefs jefty may propofe candidates for military 


AV chofen among the young officers in the national 
| fervice, to be 
| the right of feniority ; provided, at the fame time, the great 


fecretly ballotted for with that perfon who has 


general delivers to his majefty his recommendation in wri- 
ting, with his reafons for the faid recommendation. 
4. His majefty renounces the ri 
| royal de 


| prietors of both fexes be continued during their lives in 


ght to difpofe of the | 


efnes and ftarofties, with this 


claufe, that the pro- 1} 


poffefiion of the faid eftates, which, from this prefent time, 
fhall never be granted to any perfon whatfoever, under the 


| | 
! 1 
| appearance of recompence or any other pretext; but tney 1] 


| fhall be employed for the public good, 


| F | tage of the country, and with the confent of the king 


* The king had before the fole difpofal of thefe offices. 
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IN 5, Four regiments of guards fhall be reftored to: the, 


Il command of the great general, as in the time of Auguí- 


tus III. that is, while they preferve the name and rank of 
| guards, they do not bind themfelves by any new oath; and 
with this difference, that whereas formerly the great gene- 


y power in their hands, at p 


d alone the militar 


| rals po 


that power with the committee; which 


s, depend, in virtue 


prefent tl 


J 


committee, as well as the grea 


nanent council. In re- 


| turn, the king ceive an annual fum futficient to keep 
fhall depend folely upon 
not be included in the ad- 


: } EPE fee ae 
in pay two thoufand: tr 


his y.3 but this fu 


eranted t (ty, in compenfation 


ditional rever 


ment of the provinces. 


8 on Its part, once 


WII which th 


remain in full fo 


EE TAE | 


d the per- 
fix months in The an- 
the prerogatives of the primate 


gnum, remaining in force, he fhall + pre- 


ld it not be his turn for fitting 


During the interr 


its power and authority, fall maintain, in 


I li | the ufual inals, and. all. the j ictions of 

l | ` r i . n atte fe 
PAGE he republic, according to the conftitution of 1768, in all 
| | = Y `“ fon 
ial tit his new arrangement, The i lon 


on, fiens his 


the couricil, | 


name 


manent Cou 
bers of tl 


th 


the ordinary 
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UESTRIAN 


have its marfhal in the per- 


CO 


nk among the mem- 
every two years at 


ion, according to the form pre- 
e ounfell ors. No fenator or 
unlefs he before- 


fore the fame diet, in 


o 
£e 
Ct. 
= 
era 
G 
[n] 
zh 


Almighty God, that I will be.faithful 


ius Auguftus my gracious mafter, and to 


to you 


the republic 


id; that in- the exercife of my of- 
fice of marfhal of the permanent council, I will execute 
with zeal all which is ordained by the join eftablifhed 


by the.council; that in giving my advice, and voting, I 
- d 


the rule of my conduct the written, laws, 


od of my country, from which I will never 


fwerve, neither induced by intreaties, promifes, friend- 


u 


fhip or hatrec d, or any other f; of corru Ip tion on pEr- 
fonal. attachment oe e i ee) I wil never divulge 


of the. council; that I will caft 


8, always from each of 
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* up the votes, and faithfully declare the majority of fufa 
“ frages, Sohelp me God.’ 


The marfhal of the equeftrian order in the permanent 
council cannot be chofen marfhal or nuntio of the next 


diet, nor be re-elected n manent council; 


excepting after an inte 
His office. He, as well as each of the counfellors, m: 


rémonftrate againft thé ill-exécution of the laws, and 1 by 
before the council thofe: matters of which it has the cog- 


f 


nizance. It is the duty of the whole council to watch 
over the fecurity and maintenance of tlie eftablifhed go- 


vernment, and the prefent conftitution; and the maríhal; 


each member, ought to have at heart the pre- 


as well 
fervation of the prerogatives of the three eftates ; but more 
a member of the coun- 
: that the papers fhall 


7 the chance Hor, WI 


particule 


cil, and the marfhal fhall 


be sigs in order, and the infseor of the acts and ar- 

permanent council fhall depend upon the per- 
manent ‘council zz pleno ‘The marfhal, 
counfellor, may prefent candidates for fubaltern places in 
the permanent council, who fhall be accepted, if the coün- 
> of any oppofition, fhall be 
elected by the modiy of fuffr: rfhal and 
chancellor fhall take care that the faid fubalterns perform 


as Well as each 


cil is unanimous, and, in caf 


ending to the permanent council to 
to their deferts. The 


the members of the equef- 


their duties, recom 


reward or 
marfhal dif 
trian' order, ds Die balls or the billets from the vafe, in 


Gx: 


prefence of two deputies from the fenate and two from the 
equeftrian order, chofen by the plurality of voices, counts 
the number of fuffrages, and declares the majority. ‘The 
feal of the permanent council, together with the arms of 


the two nations, {hall remain in the pofleffion of the firft 


members of the council. 
The 


among the chancellors who ar 


Ther 
the la 
and 1 
fame! 
the 


the m 
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‘The maríhal fhall fign next to the king and primate, or, in 
the latter’s abfence, next to the fenior fenator, all the acts 
and refolutions of the permanent council, and ‘hall the 
fame day difpatch each a&t to its refpective department. At 
the ordinary diet he fhall take his feat at the left hand of 
the marfhal of the diet; and after his juftification he fhall 
depart from the affembly, together with all the members of 
the equeftrian order in the late council. If he exceeds his 
power, the permanent council may cite him, as well as 
each counfellor, before the tribunal of the diet, according 
to the form prefcribed by law. 


THE SECRETARY OF THE COUNCIL. 


He can only give his opinion, but has no vote in the 
council., He fhall deliver gratis to the petitioners the refo- 
lutions and anfwers of the permanent council, and fhall 
countérfign all the difpatches. He fhall receive from the 
fecretaries of the departments (who fhall depénd upon him 
as far as relates to the reports which are to be delivered) 
the reports of all that pafles in the fittings of the different 
departments, and what is inferted in the regifters; he fhall 
acquaint the permanent council with the contents, and fhall 
form a regifter of all the operations according to the deci- 
fion of the diet. He fhall be obliged to report to the per- 
manent council every thing that comes to his knowledge, 
which may be either advantageous or detrimental to the 
republic. During his abfence, the permanent council fhall 
elect, by a majority of fuffrages, another perfon, who fhall 
perform the duties of his office until he returns. The 
archivift fhall be elected in the permanent council by the 
majority of fuffrages, in the fame manner as the above- 
mentioned fubalterns, and he fhall be informed of all by the 
fecretary. The extracts, as wellfrom the archives of the 

Voz. I. Ef permanent 
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permanent council, as from the departments which apper- 
tain to the council, fhall be delivered gratis. 

The fecretary fhall take an oath, fimilar to the foregoing 
one, with the addition of the following claufe: « T fwear 
« that I will not entruft, or give to any perfon, the papers 
« which are configned to me, without the permiffion of 
« the council.” 

The inftigators * of the two nations + (their antient 
duties remaining in force) fhall depend upon the permanent 
council, and fhal not make their appearance in “it without 
being fummoned. They fhall take the ufual oath, with the 
addition of the following claufe: * We fwear that we will 
« not abandon any perfon for prayers, threats, promifes, or 
1€ perfonal confideration, nor indict but at the inflance of 
the permanent council,” 

The nomination of the fecretaries for the departments, 
the keeper of the archives, and fèribes (all of whom muft 
be natives and nobles) as well as the appointment of theix 
duties, Mall depend upon the permanent council. 


THE INTERPRETERS 


There fhall be two for the Eaftern languages, and one 
for the Ruffian tongue: they fhall depend upon the permá- 
ient council, and’ particularly upon the department for fo- 
affairs. 

The members of the permanent council fhall not be ex- 


tei 


empted from appearing in the courts of juftice, &c. 

If, in criminal affairs, a counfellor incurs any punifh- 
rent, he fhall fubmit to it according to the laws and the 
nature of the crime, without deriving any benefit from his 
&c. 


** Officers of the erewn who profecute in-cafes of high treafort. 
+ Poland and Lithuania. 


ARTICLE 


men 
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ARTICLE Il. 


ARRANGEMENT, DIVISION, AND MODE OF 
PROCEDURE in the PERMANENT COUNCIL, 


The Permanent Council is divided into five departs 
ments, 

1, For foreign affairs, 
2. Police. 

3. War. 

4» Juftice. 

5. Treafury. 

In the department for foreign affairs thete fhall be only 
four members, and eight in each of the other departments, 
amounting in all to thirty-fix perfons. The election of 
thefe members fhall be made by the permanent council af= 
fembled in a body, either unanimoufly, or by a majority of 
open fuffrages. “The prefence of. three perfons in each de- 
partment fhall be deemed fufficient to proceed upon bufi- 
nefs. The minifters * (who are of the council) fhall pre- 
fide in the departments belénging to their refpective 
charges, and if any accufation fhall be brought againft 
them, they fhall retire from the permanent council, not 
having a vote in fuch cafes. 

The members of each department fhall receive the me- 
morials and reports which concern their refpective depart- 
ments: having examined and made extracts, they fhall add 
their own opinion upon each matter, and fhall then lay the 
whole before the permanent council for its final decifion. 

In the department, when there fhall happen to be no mie 
nifter, the fenior fenator fhall prefide. Each prefident has, 


* Namely, one of the great treafurers in the department of the 
treafüry one of the great generals in that of war, &c, 


Ff2 befide 
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befide his common vote, a cafting voice, in cafe of art 
equality of fuffrages. In all the departments, as well as in 
the council in pleno, the loweft member in rank fhall give 
the firft vote. 

The council fhall affemble in pleno, as often as neceffity 
requires, in prefence of the king, when hé'is pleafed tó be 
piefent; and in his majefty’s abfence, the primate during 
his turn fhall prefide; and in his abfence, the firft fenator. 

The king fhall firft propofe whatever he thinks propers 
and tlie queftion fhall be decided, if not unanimoufly, by a 
plurality of voices. In all cafes, when the king is not pre- 
fent; the primate, or, in his abfefice, the firft iri rank, fhall 
have the power of propofing. Afterwards, thé marfhal of 
the equeftrian order, and then each counfellot, fhall fuccef- 
fively have:the liberty of propofing. ‘Then the fecretary of 
the council fhall read the regifters of the five departments, 
that the affairs which they treat may be finally decided by 
the permanent council in pleno, or returned to the depart- 
ment from which it was delivered for more exact informa- 
tion. When the king is not prefent in the council, thé 
firft fenator and the marfhal of the equeftriar order fhall; 
in the name of the council, make reports of the affairs in 
agitation to the king. The king, having received them, 
fhall, if he pleafes, give his two votes in writing, which 
{hall be as valid as if he had been prefent. If the king 
gives no vote before the next meeting, the queftion fhall be 
decided by the majority; and, in cafe of an’ equality, the 
firft in rank who prefides ia the council fhall have the caft- 
ing voice. 

If the king is abfeht from Warfaw with the permiffiori 
of the council, the council muft repair to the place where 
he refides; but if his majefty quits Warfaw of his own 
accord, the election of the cghdidates, and the diftribution 
of the charges, fhall be fufpénded two months; at the ex- 
piration of which term, one of the members of the depart- 
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| ment for foreign affairs fhall attend his majefty, to the end | 
| that a correfpondence be preferved between the king and 
the council. 

The memorials, in all public matters cognizable by the | 
council, may be prefented to any member of the council, 
or even to the fecretary ; but in all private affairs equally 
eognizable by the council, the memorials muft be prefented 
by thofe perfons whom they concern. The member who 
prefents a memorial, having firft figned it, fhall fend it to 
the fecretary of the council, and the latter, haying made 
extraGts from it, fhall read them to the council at the next | 
| meeting, bringing with him, however, tbe original to be 
| | examined in cafe of necefüty.- But if the counfellor, who | 
| fends a memorial to the fecretary, perceives it to be of fuch 
| great importance as to deferve the infpection of the coun- 
cil, he fhall add after his name the following words, «* This 
« memorial admits no delay." But fhould a memorial be 
of fuch a nature as to require fecrecy, and to be laid before 
the council in the firft refort, then the counfellor, to whom 
| it has been given, fhall himfelf, without fending it to the 
fecretary, lay it before the council. In all queftions, if the 
r members of the council are not unanimous, the firft in or- 
| der, whoever he be, marthal, minifter, or member of the 
council, fhall diftribute, in the manner above-mentioned, 
the votes to the fenators, and the marfhal of the equeftrian 
order to the perfons of that order, and the majority fhall be 
| collected with the greateft exactnefs, The majority may 
l be afcertained by two modes of decifion ; either by fecret, 

l pr by open votes, when the perfon who affents, faying, “F 

* permit," the fuffrages fhall be infcribed in the regifter by 

each voter. The Turnus can never be employed in pleno, | 
excepting the members of the council are fifteen in num- 
ber; and before the turnus is made ufe of, the perfon who 
lays any propofition before the council ought to afk the | 
| | members if they confent; the anfwer, that they confent, or 
| Ff3 filence, 
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filence; announces unanimity; but if any member fhould 
oppofe, and demand the turnus, then they fhall proceed tg 
open voting. 

Each propofition may be the fubje& of deliberation dur- 
ing three days ;. but if any one member objects to that des 
lay; he may propofe to determine by ballot, whether the afs 
fair fhall be taken into confideration, or be immediately de- 
cided, 

The turnus, once begun, fhall be continued without ins 
terruption until the fubject in agitation fhall be finally decid+ 
ed, &c, In all queftions, the decifion by ballot may be 
infifted on by any one member, ‘but it muft be ufed in the 
following points. 

1. In eleétion of vacant offices referved to the council, 

2. In extraordinary expences iffued by the treafury of the 
republic, not warranted by law. 

3. In matters of high treafon, ftate crimes, difturBance 
of the public tranquillity, and conventicles contrary to 
law. 

The votes by ballot fhall be collected with the exeateft 
precaution and fidelity, and with every mark of neceffary 
folemnity. For this purpofe a table fhall ftand in the mid- 
dle of the apartment, furrounded with curtains about the 
height of a man; which may be drawn and undrawn to ad- 
mit the counfellors; upon this table fhall be placed a vafe, 
having two openings with infcriptions affirmative and ne- 
gative, into which the balls fhall be put; thefe openings 
{hall be only big enough to admit the balls, and not to re- 
ceive the whole hand, The vafe fhall be alfo clofed with 
a lock, the key whereof thall be placed upon the council 
table until all the members have given their fuffrages, and 

the balls are to be counted, The vafe being opened, the 
marthal minifter, and the marfhal of the equeftrian order, 
fhall firft hold it up and invert it to fhew that it is empty 
after which, it thal be fealed by the two marfhals, and có- 
vered 
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vered with the curtains. Next, the fecretary {hall diftribute 
ivory. balls to all who have avote in the council; and every 
member, according, to his rank, {hall approach the table, 
and, firft holding up his hand to fhew that he has but one ball, 
fhall put it into one of the openings, permitting, or mot per- 
mitting, as he fhall think proper, and according to his con- 
cience; and in this manner he cannot fee how the others 
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give their votes, nor be feen-himfelf. If there are many 
candidates, the fecretary fhall diftribute to each member 
billets, all written in the fame hand, containing. the names 
and furnames of the candidates ; each member íhall then 
put into the vafe the billet containing the names and {furr 
names of the candidates whom he favours, and fhall burn 
the other billets, a candle being ready for that purpofe. In 
cafe of equality of fuffrages, the king has the cafting vote 5 
and; to the end that each member may folicit the vacant 
charges in the gift of the permanent council they may al 
propofe themfelyes, as well as recommead others, giving in 
fe in writing. The fecret bal- 


their petition to that purp 
loting being finifhed, the marihal of the equeftrian order, 
and the maríhal minifter, fhall break each his feal, and open 
the vafe; and then, in conjunction with the two deputies 
from the fenate and two from the equeftrian order, fhall 
declare the number of balls or billets. After which, the 
marfhal of the equeftrian order {hall read’ aloud the names 
of the candidates; and the number of votes in favour of each 
candidate, and fhall declare for whom is the majority, 
which the fecretary fhall immediately regifter. 

The king has the privilege of ‘conyening an affembly of 


the permanent council; and, in his abfenge, the firit in 
rank; neither of whom can refufe to {ummon a meeting 
upon the requeft of any one member, reprefenting the ne- 
cefüty of difcuffing an affair of great importance. Each 


member of the council has the liberty of delivering his opi- 
nion ina decent manner; but whenever any affair, relative 
to any member, is in agitation, that member fhall have na 
votes 


F f4 Two 
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Two perfons of the fame family, and even of the fame 
furname, cannot be ele&ted into the council; at the fame 
time, as members of the fame eftate, namely, two fenators, 
or two perfons of the equeftrian order ; but only one perfon 
for each eftate. 

All the decrees of the permanent council fhall be iffued 
in the name of the king, without any payment for the affix. 
ing of the feal, in the following manner: * We the king, 
“ with the advice of the permanent council,’ 

In order to prevent too frequent interruptions, no mems 
ber of the council fhall be abfent more than fix months in 
the year, either at one or at different intervals, but with the 
confent of the permanent council granted by the majority. 
The members who exceed their leave of abfence fhall lofe 
a proportionate part of their falary ; the fame fhall be un- 
derftood of thofe who, being at Warfaw, do not attend the 
fittings of the council; excepting, in both cafes, perfons 
employed in other public offices, or thofe who produce 
proof of ficknefs. The deduction of the falaries from the 
abfent members fhall, at the end of the year, be divided 
among thofe who have affiduoufly performed their duty. 

The members of the permanent council cannot be fent 
beyond the frontiers as minifters to foreign courts : a per- 
fon may decline being elected a member; but, when once 
admitted, he cannot refign upon any pretext. 

At each ordinary diet, when the council expires, a third 
of the members of the laft permanent council, namely fix 
from the fenators, and the fame number from the equef- 
trian order, fhall be continued, by ballot, members for 
the following years; and this is done to the end that 
the council may always contain perfons experienced in 
bufinefs. 

At the next ordinary diet, a particular place in the fe- 
nate-houfe fhall be affigned to the council, to anfwer any 
complaints which may be brought againft it, and to receive 
à public 
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a public teftimony to be inferted in the conftitutions of the 
diet; either that-the diet received no complaints againft the 
permanent council; or that, having received them, they 
were proved upon examination to be ill-founded ; or that, 
having acknowledged their validity, juftice was accordingly 
infli&ed. ‘The fenators and miniffers in the council fhall 
have their ufual places in the fenate. Tn the ordinary diets, 
the counfellors of the equeftrian order fhall fit next to the 
minifters. None of the counfellors, either fenators, mi- 
nifters, or thofe of the equeftrian order, fhali be prefent at 
the dietines, or at the opening of the tribunals. No coun- 
fellors fhall accept any other public charges than thofe 
which appertain to their ofice. No member of the council 
fhall oppofe the fignature of privileges, refolutions, or acts 
decided by the majority ; and if either the king, the fenior 
fenator, or the marfhal, fhould refufe to fign, in that cafe, 
each member thall fubfcribe for himfelf, and the names of 
the majority fhall render the act valid. In cafe of death, 
the vacancy fhall.be filled up within the fpace of ten weeks 
by ballot, in the manner above-mentioned. If the deceafed 
be a bifhop or lay-fenator, his fucceffor fhall be taken from 
the bifhops or lay-fenators; if a minifter, from the boards 
of the faid minifter’s office; if a perfon of the equeftrian 
order, either from the candidates prefented at the laft diet, 
er from thofe propofed upon this occafion, 


Ae Pre LE ETT 


POWER, AUTHORITY, AND DUTIES OF 
THE PERMANENT COUNCIL. 


1. Without enjoying the leaft authority, legiflative or 
judicial, the council orders the execution of the laws; and 
being the center.of public affairs, as well foreign as do- 

: mettic, 
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meftic, is bound to determine according to the laws of its 
prefent eftablifhment. 
2. It fhall ifue affignments for the payment of fums rev 


ferved to the public treafury, and fpecified in the general 


table of expences unprovided for in extraordinary circums 
ftances; and the members of the council cannot, during the 
holding of their office, partake of the faid affignments. 

3. It thall receive all projects beneficial to the ftate, de- 
cide upon the admiflion of thofe which are confonant to 
law, and muft lay thofe which appear advantageous, but 
which have not the fan&ion of law, before the firft diet, 


for the determination of the ftates. 

4. It fhall form plans for the reformation of the laws, 
and fhall prefent them before the next diet : it fhall frame 
a new code of Jaws, public, civil, and criminal, to be ap- 
proved by the diet. 

5. It Mal] fend embafladors and minifters to foreign 
courts from the perfons nominated by the king, The per- 
manent council {hall give them the neceflary inftructions, 
excepting in all cafes referved for the diet, 

6. The permanent council fhall appoint, by ballot, in 
the manner above-mentioned, three candidates for the va- 


cant charges, excepting thofe which are in the king’s gift, 


or are chofen by the nobility in the Palatinates. 


7. It fhall take the moft effectual methods to pr 


ARTICLE IV; 


LIMITS OF THE PERMANENT COUNCIL's 
AOTER ET Y. 


The council has no power in all matters referved to the 
ftates aflembled in diet, and can enact nothing contrary to 
any liberties and prerogatives juftly conferred, It muft 
; not 


authorit 


one or 
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not ufurp to itfelf the legiflative or judicial authcrity, nor 
in any degree take into confideration thofe affairs whofe 
decifion is referved tọ the diet alone. If the council 
fhould exceed its power, the members íhall be liable to be 
i and tried at the diet for high treafon, and, if guilty, to 
| þe punifhed according to the antient laws eftablifhed upon 
| this article. The permanent council fhall remain in. full 
authority for two years wi 

y 
nary diet until a new council fhall be ‘elected in its place, 
then the antient council 


thout interruption, even fhould 
di 


ere ; and at the ordi- 


one or more extraor 1et 


according to the preferibed form : 
fhall lay before the diet the fituation of affairs, and give an 
account of its whole adminiftration, The permanent coun- 
| cil can only act according to the laws in being, or carry 


| the faid laws into execution. In all cafes, not.exprefsly 
mentioned by the laws, the permanent council cannot de- 
cide; but in all fuch circumftances it may prepare any pro- 


| pofals for new laws, and publith them in the circular letters 


for the convocation of the diet. 


DEPARTMENT I. Of foreign affairs in the 


"The department of foreign affairs fhall be compofed of 
1 


be one from the duchy 


j£ Lithuania, one of the chancellors, and two counfellors of 
> 3 

der. To thefe fhall be added one of the 

fecretaries, who fhall have no vote: he fhall in- 


: 
C I 
| foreign affairs, and fhall take the 


This department fhall affemble as occafion may require. 
When the king is not prefent, a chancellor {hall prefide ; 
and, in the latter's abfence, the firft fenator. The national 
fecretary fhall make a report of all the letters directed to 

him, 


a 
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tl 
him, and, if required, fhall lay them before the members of the 
faid department : he fhall not fend any anfwers without their 
approbation. He fhall read at the meetings the letters and 
memorials to the department, which fhall deliberate upon 
} 


I the anfwers: he {hal} write down the refolutions, and fhalj 
| expedite the difpatches accordingly. In all cafes of public 
Wi) moment, fuch as letters from the king to foreign courts, 
ftate affairs which require any explanation, memorials and 
| declarations, the department fhall draw them up, and lay 


them before the council zm pleno, for its determination. 
lil Whenever any information is to be given to the Polifh mi- 
| J| nifters at foreign courts in the ordinary courfe of affairs, 
Wi iiu eh PUR. qu ‘ TTE Ed 
| the prefident of this department, having firk heard the ob- 
WA fervations of each member, fhall form the refult. All in- 
nl i flru&tions for foreign minifters (hall be &rft drawn up in 
| | this department. add then prefented to the permanent coun- 
| 3 
cil for its decifion. If any member of this department 


5 the permanent council fhall, without delay, elect one 

of its counfellors in his place. The fecretary of this de- 
| artment fhall be nominated by the king, from the nationa 
IM | fecretaries, or notaries. He fhall maintain the correfpon- 


PERLE dence with the foreign minifters of the republic, and to 
EHI | him fhall be addreffed all letters and memorials. In the 
i Ml | | fame manner as the fecretary, the fubalterns in this dep: ty 
i) ment fhall be chofen by the king. 
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DEPARTMENT II. Committee of the mar- 
fhals of Poland and Lithuania. 


1. The great marfhals fhall a& according to the confti- 
tution. of 1768, reftraining, however, the affociation of the 
affeffors * in the following cafes.—In criminal affairs.—1u 
all taxes + upon provifions and merchandize only in the 
place of the king's refidence, excepting corn, and the pro- 
du&tions belonging to the nobility.—In all cafes of debt or 
borrowings, only ex Ut infcripti fort, when one of the par- 
ties appeals from the firft inftance, and the fum exceeds 
600 florins — £13. 175 gd.—All appeals from the firft 
inftance, relative to the non-payment of taxes, fhall be 
brought before the tribunal of the marfhal with his affeffors, 
in the prefence of the judge or the notary, neither of whom 
fhall have a vote. In this and fimilar cafes of appeal, the 
opinion fhall be given openly, and then finally decided by 
ballot. 

2. The committee of the marfhals fhall be compofed of 
the great and little marfhals (or of their colleagues the 
marfhals of the crown), of two fenators, and four perfons 
of the equeftrian order. Thefe fix affeffors fhall be chofen 
at the ordinary diet, according to the form above pre- 


* Before 1768; the great maríhals were fole judges in all criminal 
caufes cognizable by their tribunals: but in the diet of 1768 the fol- 
lowing claufe ena&ts, that ** fix affeffors fhall be added to the jurif- 
u diétion of the great marfhal: they fhall be elected in each ordinary 
«« diet: they fhall judge all caufes in conjunétion with the great mar- 
x: fhal: and fhall decide by the majority.” 

+ The great maríhal ufed before, of his.own authority, to impofe 
prices on merchants wares, who generally. made him great prefents 
and bribes to augment their profit. Connor's Hiftory of Poland, 


v, If. p. 69. Gaibel 
cribe 
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fcribed for the election of the members of the permanent 
council, 

3. The marfhals fhall be bound to fix months refidence 
near his majefty, and each of the afleflors to four months, 
to the end that there may always be the complete number 
of five perfons, including the marfhals, requifite to form a 
fitting. 

4. No tember of this committee cari be ele&ted a nuntio 
for the next diet; but the nuntios may be appointed mem- 
bers of this committee by ballot, and half of the antient 
affeffors, both fenators and nobles of the equeftrian or- 
der, may be continued in their office for the two following 
years. 

5. Solely in the cafes of denegati judicii et corruptionis 
judicis, perjurti et oppreffionis ciz 
the decifions of this committee can be brought before the 
permanent council; and caufes of this nature fhall be tried 
by the permanent council, in the manner prefcribed by the 


is liberi, complaints againft 


Jaw concerning the demegatum judicium, et corruptionem ju- 
dicis et perjurium. 

6. Each month the great marfhal fhall lay before the 
permanent council the report of his decifions, made in 
conjunction with the affeffors. 

7. In cafe the marfhal fhould difobey the laws in any 
of thefe articles, the permanent council may remonftrate ; 
and if he perfifts in infringing them, he fhall be liable to be 
cited before the diet as guilty.of high treafon. 

8. In all other points, not contrary to thefe articles, the 
antient prerogatives of the marfhals fhall continue in 
force. 
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DEPARTMENT of the Police in the 
Permanent Council. 


r. When the great maríhal fhall be a member of the 
permanent onda he fhall prefide in the department of 
the police ; and in his abfence the firft fenior in rank, who 


T 


is member .of the faid department. 

2. If any complaints fhall be urged againft the great or 
little maríhals, for non-performance of the duties Dacial 
in the articles of the « committee of marfhals and their de- 
« pendence on the permanent council,” the plaintiffs, if 
members of the council, fhall not be prefent at the refolu- 


tions paffed under fuch circumftances. 
3. If this department fhall have occafion for the regifter 


of the committee of maríhals, it fhall be communicated. 


DEPARTMENT IH. The Great Generals of 
the Two Nations. 


t. Befide the troops, commanded by the marfhals of the 
two. nations, and by the treafurers, ftationed at Warfaw, 
fhere may be quartered in tliat capital 3,000 foldiers, 
namely, 2,000 from the army of the crown, and 1,000 from 
that of Lithuania, The difcipline of the Lithuanian corps 
fhall depend upon the great general of Lithuania; the chief 
command. fhall dev dive upon the great general of the 
crown. If the king fhall refide in Lithuania, a propor- 
tionate number of troops from the army of the crown fhall 


' be ftationed in that duchy, in the fame manner as the Li- 


thuanian corps is quartered at Warlaw with the crown fol- 
diers.. The great generals fhall be obli iged to change the 
garrifon of Warfaw at the requeft of the permanent 
council. 


2. When 
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2. When the great generals fhall find it expedient to 
raife new fortifications, they fhall prefent the plan to the 
permanent council, atid the latter to the diet. 

3. The permanent council fhall make known to the 
great general, when he fhould order the abfentees to rejoin 
theit regiments. 

RUP Tie permaneht council; in Concert with the great 
generals, fhall regulate the number of foldiers to be fur- 
iio [d by the regiments for the purpofe of taking high 
toads; cleanfing rivers, and other public works, a repréfen- 
tation being previoufly made; and a plan prefcribed, by the 
competes of the treafury : it fhall in the fame manner 
fix the pay of the faid foldiers; to be affigned from the 
public fund deftined for extraordinary cafes, with this ex- 
ception, ‘that the.troops fhall be exempted from fuch fer: 
vices, during thé months in which they are exercifed or en- 
camped. 

5. Incafe the great generals fhould a& counter to thefe 
articles, the permanent council {hall firft femonftrate; and 
if that fhould have no éffect, may accufe thém of high tred- 
fon before the diet; if, during the intervals of the ordin: ary 
diet, it (hould be thought neat to call them to account, 
the permanent council fhall affemble an extraordinary diet 
for that purpofe. 

6. The lift of extraordinary expences fhall be commu- 
nicated, by the great generals, to the permanent couns 
cil, before-it is laid before the ordinary diet. 

7. The difcipline, fubordination, exercife, and clothing 
of f the troops, the appointment of the {pots for the encamp- 
mient of the divifions, (with this provifo, that never ntore 
than one divifion fhall encamp in the fame place) in a 
word, the chief command of the troops fhall be vefted in 
the great generals, 

8. The nomination and creation of the officers. and 
fubalterns, belonging to the committee of war, fhall refide 
in the great generals, 


g: In 


a = 
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| | 9. In other points, the generals retain all their antient 
| rights and privileges; not coritradicted by thefe articles. 
| 
| : 
| ExPLANATION and CHances of the Con- 
j ftitution of 1768, relative to the Com- 
| mittee of War of both nations. 


x. The committee of war fhall be compofed of fix coni- 
| miffioners, as enjoined by the diet of 1768, one half to be 
taken from perfons in the civil line, and the remainder from 
officers not employed. Among the three military com- 
| | tnifioners fhall be included of courfe the generals of the 
| ia artillery, but without receiving the falary of commiffioners. 


| | Three commiffioners are fufficient to make a board; and 

| | if only two fhould meet, then the notaries of the committee 
| of war of the crown fhall affume the place of the abfent 

| B I commiffioner, and have a vote; but when there is a requi- 

| fite number, then the notaries fhall only have a deliberative 

voice. 

| 2. This committee of war fhall keep in order, and have 

| the direction of, the military archives. 

3. Twice a year it fhall receive the reports of the troops 
relative to the difcharge of their pay, and fhall fend them 
to the permanent council. 

4. Since the troops cannot fubfift without pay; nor fuffer 
the léaft delay in that article, it is enacted, once for all, 
that the committee of the treafury fhall be obliged to em- 
ploy, for the payment of the faid troops, the firft. money 
which it receives, and which fhall be regularly delivered to 
the troops every year on the ift of April and the rft of 
| | Odober. If it happens that this payment fhall not be 

made at thefe ftipulated times, the great general and the 
Wl | council of war fhall be bound to acquaint the permanent 
i | Vor. I. Gg council 
| 
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| council with this delay; and the permanent council fhalf 

| immediately authorize the great general and the council 

I of war to procure the fums deftined for the pay of the 

| troops. 

| 5. The committee of war fhall have the care of the mi- 
litary cheft, and fhall pay all the troops according to the 
eftablifhed calculation. The cheft fhall be provided with, 
three keys; one whereof fhall be kept by the great general, 


or, in his abfence, by the prefident of the council of war 5 
the fecond by one of the commifüoners of war ;. and the 
third by the cafhier. 

6, The commiffioners of war fhall judge, as well all 
caufes between foldiers according to the military articles, 
all procefles brought by the citizens againft a foldier in 
Il his military capacity: but in. cafe a foldier in his military 

| capacity fhould aggrieve a citizen, then the plaintiff fhall 
AR ET apply to the commander for redrefs; and if he obtains 
AL AWK OL CTA none, he may cite him before the court of juftice of the 


| place where the aflault was committed, referving the appeal: 
TIE to the committee of war. 

MEER l 7. No member of the faid committee can be capable of 
ITI | being elected nuntio. at the next diet ; but the commiffioners 
WWD may be taken from the nuntios of the diet, or from other 
Ht] aN nobles, promifcuoufly. A third part of the commiffioners. 
iM | M may be continued for the next two years, if they have the 
MERUHI plurality of ballots in their favour.. The fame holds good 


iit in refpe&t to the fenators: and thofe, who are thus con- 


firmed in their feats for two more years, cannot be elected 
the third time for the two next years. 

8. In other points, not contradictory to thefe articles, 
iu | the committee of war of both nations are maintained in, 


} 


ELTE EN their antient rights. 
| 


EsTABLISHMENT 


be 


military department in the permanent council 


fhall receive, twice a year, from the great reneral, the lift 


ç 
o 


of the army, to be examined and inferted in the acts. 
e couricil, fhall 


is CNET the 


"The great general, havi 


fo | 
prefide in the mi ilit: 


fenior of the faid depar 


3. If any complaints 


little generals, for not ful& 


of © li 


members of the permanent council, fhall not be 


the titl "both nations," the ac- 


cufed, 


prefent at faid complaints. 


i1, Ea „or his colleague ice-chan- 
cellor oc place, fhall have a. committee com- 


pofed of two í and four perfons of the eque 


order, to be ch during the fitting of the diet by 


lot, according to the form prefcribed in the 


council, &c, 
2. Each of thofe minifters fhall be bound to at leaft 


Waríaw, upon the affignment of 


ries, and each commiffioner or affeffor to at leaft 
fons, in- 


months; that the requifite number of three p: 


cluding the great chance llor, or vice-chancellor, may be 
prefent at each meeting. Thefe Mane Íhall receive each 


6,000 florins per annum, = £.166, 135. 4d. and thefe 
falaries- fhall. be divided. between the afleffors who at- 


tend, 


| 
MM 
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3. No member of the equeftrian order in this come 
mittee can be elected nuntio of the next diet, &c. 

Ae Every month the chancellors fhall fend to the perma- 
nent council a lift of all the privileges which have pafled 
the feal. 

5. The fe 
vice-chancellors. The chancellor and vice-chancellor of 


s fhall remain in the hands of the great and 
the crown fhall feal, as before, the privileges referyed to 
the king; and thofe of Lithuania fhall, in the fame manner, 
feal the privileges of that duchy, &c. 

6. The great chancellors and vice-chancellors, in cafe 
of non-compliance with any of thefe articles, fhall be liable 
to be cited by the permanent council before the diet. 


7. In all other points the chancellors are maintained in 


their antient privileges, not contradictory to thefe articles 
juft enumerated. 


r cy m z 
DEPARTMENT V. Great Treafurers of both 
Nations, 


Y. The department of the treafury, compofed of members 
of the permanent council, fhall receive from the committee 
of the treafury of the crown the lifts of the ordinary ex- 
pences, &c, and fhall take care that the receipts and ex- 
penditures are authorized by the laws. 

2. Every month the great treafurer of the crown, and 
the great treafurer of Lithuania, fhall fend a report of all 
the tranfactions of this department to the permanent coun- 
cil, &c. 

3. Whenever one or both the great treafurers are elected 
members of the permanent council, the firft in rank fhall 
prefide in this department, compofed of the members of the 
permanent council, 

4. The commiffioners of the treafury fhall receive, and, 
upon proper deliberation, admit or reject all memorials and 
plans relative to commerce, the augmentation of the reve- 
nues, 


p 
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nues, the eftablifhment of manufactures, cleanfing rivers, 
cutting ca anals, forming harbours, making bridges and high 
roads, erecting buildings, and all other ART works; &c. 
always under the controul of the permanent council. 

5. The commiffioners of the two nations fhall pay from 
the public funds, deftined for that purpofe, the extraordinary 
expences and gratifications, in compliance with the refolu- 
anent council zz pleno, &c. 


tions of the pert 

6. The clerks in the con 
nations fhall provide for tl 
appointment of thefe clerks fhall ‘belong to the g 


ittees of the treafury of both 


afelves proper fecurities. The 


eat trea- 


fürer; but the examination of their qualifica 


probation or rejection of their fecurities, 


with the committee. “The qualifications are, 
1. That they are ger 
2. That they find proper fecuriti 
That their characters are not infamous, 


3 
4. That they are able to write. 


5. That they are able to caft accounts. 
Tn cafe thefe clerks fhould difcover any notorious incapa 
city, the committee fhall have it in their power to deprive 
them of their charges. 
7. All the writings, decrees, and circular letters, iffued 
ee, fhall be figned by the treafurers alone 
f 


ence, by the frft in rank. In cafe the trea- 


by the committe 
or, in their abf 

furers refufe to put the feal to any refolutions paffed by the 
committees, it fhall be efteemed valid, if figned by the firft 
in rank next to the treafurer, even in the prefence of the 


latter ; and con iplaints m urged againft the treafurer, 


;reat treafurers remove from the place where 


affemble, they fhall be wr unen in 
ir route by fifteen of did treafury troops, provided that 
no dias expence on that account be incurred by 
the treafury, and that no damage be fuffered by the inhabi- 


tants, 


9. The 


454 


9. The troops of the committee of the trea ay fhal 
M continue in the fame obedience to the 
ined by the diet of 1768; sd if any 


the committee, as enj 


of the officers, appointed by the king's patent, fhall deferve 


punifhment, he fhall be judged bw a temas: ial, com- 


c 
military articles, and the fentence fhall be fent to the com- 
mittee of war, "Then 


pofed of the officers of the fame corps, according to tl 


ber of this corps fhall not exceed 
509 men, and the fum appropriated for their fupport (hall 


not furpafs that which is fettled by the conftitution of 
1768. 
10. If the treafurers difobey 


icles, the 


incil is bound to re salon, and, in cafe of 


obedience, to cite them before the diet as 


gu e of | high treafon. 


| . In other points, the great treafurers are maintained 


n m al 


tient privileg 


and on ANAT 


TI | ftitution of 1768, 
| ment of the Con 
| of both Nations. 

ry of the crown fhall 
reat treafurer of the crown, and of 


VAR 1. The comi 


o 
© 


ALIAM nine commiffioners, three fenators 


MAII be compofed of the 
s, and fix from the equef- 
| trian order, &c. 


2. The great treafurers fhall be bound to at leaft four 


Wo M d refidence, under pain of lofing their falaries propor- 
TER tionable to the time of their abfence ; and thefe deductions 
fhall not be divided among the commiflioners who are 
| prefent, but fhall be left in the cheft, “The commiffioners 
il are equally bound to four months refidence, in order that 


m Ys - LU 9 ge z 
EN there may be always prefent five commiffioners (including 


P X one 
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one or both treafurers), the requifite number for holding a 
board, The deductions of the falaries for the abfent com- 


miffioners fhall be divided amongft thofe who are pre- 


3. None of the commiffioners of the equeftrian order 
a nuntio for the next diet, &c. 
this time there fh: il 5 ar r apart for thofe 


à 
decrees of the committee, v ign affairs; 


commerce, and notes ie dings 


What caufes íhall be Dd before the 


Committees of the treafury. 


I. Thofe relative to the unpacking of merchandize 
which occafion any delays of tranfport. 

2. Impofts of all forts payable by the nobility, clergy, 
and towns. 

3. Of contracts of merchants. 

4. Of letters of exchange, which fhall be further ex- 
plained in a law apart. 

5. Of debts of merchants and workmen. 

6. Of weights and meafures. 


7. Of damag 


S 


caufed to the treafury, or of thefts an 
negligences of the fubalterns, &c. 

In all other points, the committees of both nations fhall 
be maintained in all their antient privileges, not contradic- 


ry to thefe articles above mentioned. 


END 
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